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IF. AS ONE PERSON HAS SAID, I CAN'T HAVE MY
s ..y In the .dlto.. I .. I. wh.... c.n I. so I.t _
p..oc••d to do Ju.t th.t.

I'v. h.d • l.tt......p..... lne; .u"p.. I••• t the
f ..ct th.t .0... people h.dn· t ..... Itt.n to co..pl.ln
th.. t .... h ..dn· t Info.._d th... .bout the
p... fo .. m.nc.s of SF Blues l ... t y.a... ond the
..... It .... hovlns hl_.1f cOlllpl.ln.d nt on to
SUSS.st th.. t I h .. d c.n.o...d the oth l.tt .... on
the subj.ct. Th not wo.. d••ufflcl.nt to
conv.y HI. out ....g. I f •• 1 .t thl. accu... tlon. A. I
thought I h.d .I ..e ..dy d. cl ..... 1 c.nnot p.. lnt.v... y .Ingl. I.tt I c.lv•• not l ••• t b.c.u••
so_ of th n·t n.c••s ... lly Int.nd.d fo ..
publlcotlon. but I do t .. y to .n.u th.t .o.t If
not .11 Is.u.s Is.d In l.tt mentlon.d
.o_wh.... In the l.tt ... column. T ..II not hoppy .. t
being ..ccus.d of c.nso.. shlp. The... 0 IIlatt ...s
..ols.d In I.tt ...s with which I do not .S Ln the
• llght.st, but T h.v. t .. l.d to oct •• fol .. ly o.
posslbl •. lIOO". so b.c .. u•• I not p....on.lly
Int ..... t.d. If p.opl. do con.ld th.t I .m .etlne;
.. s • c.nso....upp sslng eompl.lnt...nd vi ...... Ith
which I do not .S well I .h.ll be only too
dellght.d to ISn. Th....l .. t lon.hlp betwe.n .n
• dlto....nd the d....hlp I. b....d on t ..u.t nd
If th.. t t .. u.t do.s not .xl.t. well It ....k ..
mock ... y of ..y position.

Th. t .. uth I. th.. t thl. ..... the only
compL .. lnt, ..nd th ... b.Tet.dly. I thought. W.
we... not Info d until _II .. ft the ... l.v.nt
H",(rix h..d gon. to p..... th.. t the 11 tou.. of SF
Blu•• would b. taklns plac., but .c.t p.opl.
seemed to .pot it in th.l .. loc.l p...... I .1.0
p.. oduced ••peel.1 Stop P h•• t which w...
Includ.d In the n.xt ... I.vent lllnS to Info"lII
p ..opL••bout the .xt .. o London p forll..nc •. W. c.n
only ..et If w. hov. the Inforlllotion, end In th.. t
c did not until It w.s f too I.t. to do
..nythlnS' I .. ppr.cl.t. the g.ntl n's .ugg.stlon
th.. t h. wouldn' t h .. v. mlnd.d lin .xt .... pound on I'll.
• ubsc .. Lption to ..ccolllllOd.. te ••p.cl .. 1 _lllnS. but
I wond.r how _ny oth.r p.opl. would. It cost
.omewh.... In the ".Slon of £300 to p..oduc••
sp.cl.1 ... Illns for the EGM b.. llot •• sp.cl.1
m.. lllnS which w.s n.c.s... ry .nd u..s.nt. I wond.r
how p.ople would f ... 1 If th.y h.d to ke.p poylns
fa .. sp.cl .. l m.l l Lng. for l.s. Impo.. t.nt I •• u••.
The BSFA Is .olvent .. t pre••nt. but not rich. ond
I think It I. Important to hu.b.. nd r ••OurC•• wh.r.
po•• lbl •. Co_nts .... , of cou.... , _Lco••.

God. It' •• thonkl ••• t ...k wo..klnS fo .. the
BSFA. So_tl_•• the t ••pt.tlon to j.ck It .. 11 In
I l.o.t Il1O... th.n I c.n be tly wh.n the
I .. tt full of eompl.lnt Itt.n without .ny
cl .. lI .. und tandlns of ju.t how much wo.. k we put
In on you.. b.holf. I don't want .ymp.. thy. pity •
• nythlng. It'. my cholc. to b. h..... I did
volunt••r to wo.. k fa...omethlng I b.ll.v. In••nd
oh y••• I do b.ll.v. In the BSFA. wh.. t.v....0 .. of
you S••III to think. I ju.t wl.h .0_ paopl. would
und.... t.nd th.. t _' ... worklns Our e;ut. out fO"
you. So.. tlng out the v.. rlou. p..obl .... _'v.
inh... lt.d Is not ... sy. In f.ct It' ••n uphIll
st .. uggle .. t tl_•. L.t _ ..... Ind you th.. t we do
thl. In au" .p.... tl .... for you. lind thot we do It
fo .. f .....

Oh. but so",. of you .. re v... y quick to .ugg•• t
whet _ should b. dolns. ..nd .v.n quick... to

.~g.st ....hould S.t In t ..a p.opl. to h.lp do
ft. but you don't volunt nd you don't •••111 to
und.r.t ..nd wh.n _ ••pl.ln th.t It'. not •
qu•• tlon of ...... h.lp n ••d.d. but t.klnS on••tep
.t • tl_ In the p..oc••• Of unt..nSllng .v...ythlns.
50_ paopl. want the whole d ..1III'l kit ..nd e .. boodl.
.o.. t.d out y•• t ...d.y. W.II. we·r. solng •• fa.t ...
we c ..n. Inb.t_.n .uch t.dlou. Iitti.
Int ..... uptlon. a. working for .. liVing, ... tlng •
.v.n .I ••plns oecll.lon.. lly. (And don't ... y we ne.d
.. fulltl_ off Ie ... , you know _ e.n·t .. fford It,
.p t fro. which. on. p....on couldn' t t.k. on the
dlv 01 •• n.c•••a ..y.)

A. P .. ul ..._ .. k.d the oth... day. no-on• • v ..
.ay•• th..nk you' fo .. wh.. t you·v. don. wh.n you· .
the Co-o..dln.to... Ho.. t .. u.. I op.n lIlO.t of the
po.t round h..... .nd th.r. h ...n't b••n much to
.ugS.st that you're .. II f.lling ov.r b..ck .....d. to
thank P.. uT .. nd B... tt fo .. the hou... they've put In
on s.ttlng your A••ocl.tlon b..ck on the t ...ck •.
Vou ....... 11 quick .nouSh to b••hock.d by the
dhsolutlon of the BSFA throush the Incomp.t.nc.
Of oth..... not ao quick to b. th.... ot the EGM•
h.lplng u. S.t the BSFA b.ck on a I.S.. I footinS.
Vou ....... quick .noUSh to compl.ln th.. t th.... _ .
no ".glon.l ... tlngs. y.t the .outh...n _abe .
we...n·t .x.ctly ..u.hlnS to .. tt.nd the In ..ugu l
.ocl .. l. But of cou..... you w..nt _.tlng•
• v...ywh.r., 011 at onc., don·t you? Th.r.' ...
saying, on. I h .. v. b.co... quite fond of ...cently.

Gr.at Oak. Fro. Little Acorn. Groll
W.II ........ the llttl••eo..n•• puttlns out the
fl ..at t.nt.tlv. le.. v•• fo .. you. to I.t you know
th.. t thinS. a ... h ..pp.nlng. and b.fo... th.. t .........
putting down. biS. solid root .yat••. But of
cou.... , you· all looklns fo .. In.tant sults.
..nd .dllllnl.t tlon ..nd org..nl •• tlon o n· t ..s
Int ...e.tlns o. u.lnS u. fo .. to"e.t prllctlc •• ..r.
th.y?

V••• thl. t •• bitt ... tI ...d., ..nd I don't d.ny It.
I' ...nS"Y••nd fo .. one. I don't c .... to b•
.ufflclently Sood ..nn....d to k•• p .y thoUSht. to
my•• If ••",.n thoueh I know th.. t the _jo.. lty of
_.be.... app...clot. wh.. t we .... doing. And I know
th.. t .0_ p.opl. will coapl.ln ..bout Illy b•• flng,
but I h.v. f •• lInS _II, end I c ..n· t r.lIlaln
.11.nt .ny IonS d••plt. Illy wl.h to b•••
1"'P.... tl .. 1 o. po•• lbl •. I p.....on .. lly thInk .... 'v.
don. bloody ...,TI to k••p the BSFA solng, to
.tabill•• It ..nd .t .... t d.v.loplns. I .....ctu.. lly
f •• ling quit. optl.lsUc .bout the A.. socl .. tlon.
but !'. not convlnc.d th.. t p.opl. ...olly
und t.nd 0" "pp..ecl.t. wh.t we·v••chl.v.d. wh.. t
we· t ..ylnS to .chl.v.. I hop. th.t the I.tt ....
we· c:.lvlna ..... llIIply _ ..nt to .xt.nd and
p ..o t. 0 dl.cusslon. but .o_tl_.. It'. ha ..d to
b. conslat.ntly optlillstic in the f ..e. of .0_ of
the co_.nt..... h.v....c.iv.d.

On .. happl.r not•• tho•• following the ••S. of
Educ.. tlng "'"u....n will b.... II.v.d to h..... th.t I
h.ve fin .. lly convinced K.nt Unlv.ralty th.. t they'd
Ilk. _ to study Phllo.ophy ond Compa ..at Iv.
Llt .... tu.... I st.rt In Octobe... So. I'v. sot .. fo ..
IaOnth••p.r. to S.t HtHrlx .... lly Ilck.d Into
.hop•. 1'111 plonnlns to ...moln •••dlto.. of Matrix
..lthouSh the n.xt f.w month ...... solng to ••••0 ...
v.ry h.. rd wo.. k to S.t my•• lf o"S.nl ••d, now I know
wh.. t·s h ..pp.nlng.
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WALKING ON GLASS
The BSFA Column

Due to clrculllstanc•• that ha ..a b••n fully explored
In ..acant l ••u•• of Hilt.-I", th" BSFA wee .....ovod
fro .. the Regtata.. of COMpanl •• during 1987. Ona of
th" .....0'1. (or that we_ our faJlura to p.....nt
audited accounts for th" y..... stnea 1983. Wa ha ..a
alnce b••n ...- ...g'.t ....d. and our accounts for th"
y ..... 1963-1986 Incluslva ho". ba.n audited and
"'''a pa.s.d by an £xt ....or-dlna ..y Gana,."l Meatlng of
tho BSFA on 13 February 19111$. w. ara required to
publish our accounts. and Itt. Our custOID to do
so through th" pag•• of IVJtrlx, but to publish
(our y ....... of accounts In one I•• ua would clearly
taka up ra .. too lIluch apac •. Wa will thorafora ba
publishing on" •• t of ecc:ounts In aach of th" naxl
four Issu•• of Matrix, baglnnlng thl. 1••1,1. with;

aSF"A Aeec>unt_. :1..983

.t.t....nt. have been P"lIp" ...d und... the hleto.. lc,,1
co.t "ccountlng conv.ntion.

I h.v. b••n unable to v lfy the .xl.t.nc. 0 ..
velu. of c ... taln of the flx.d t •.

Subj.ct to thl., In my opinion the b.l.nc.
.haat ..nd Inco_ ond .xp.ndl tu... account. p... p....d
und... the occountlng conv.ntlon .t.. t.d .. bov•• glv.
a t .. u. and f.l .. vl.w of the .t.t. of off.I ... of
the A••oclatlon at 30th Septa.b 1983 ..nd of the
exc••• of Inca.. ov....xp.ndl tu fo .. the p... lod
th.n .nd.d, end cOlllply with the I.vent ••ctlon.
of the Coap..nl •• Act, 1965.

(Slgn.d) F.J. Stewa.. d
Cha.. t ....d Accountant

Inca.e end E",pendltura
Ended 30th s.pt • .t>er 19&3

1963

SURPLUS ON ORDINARV ACTIVITIES
BEFORE TAXATION 3 U!59

Cpyncil !1«mb.c.
A.C. Clo ..k.
A. S. Do...y
K.J. SlIIlth
L. Flood
B. Shaw
J. Whit ..
J.P. Ha .. vey
J.M. Nichola.
A. B..own
M.J. Edw.... d.
D.R. Langfo"d
S. Oun,.ley
S. C.. e ..n
G. Ja... "
P. Klnc .. ld
G. Rlppln!jton
C. G....nland
5 Polley

P.... ld.nt
Ch.. I"lIlan
S.c... t .... y

Appolnt.d :5 Ap.. 11 1983

GROSS PROF I T
Dlst .. ibutlon co.t.
Adllllnl.t .. "tlv••xp.n•••
Int ..... ' ...c.lvabl.

T.x.t Ion on Int ..... t
...c.lv.d • 12
L.ss: Ov."p..ovl.lon In
p...vlou. y ..... "

,
5701

3368
(13.9)
(621)

--'-'-

v....
End.d

31/12/62,
6669

3060
(2176)
('UI)-
."

Th. CounCil Ma..be.. ,. du.. lng the p... lod .nded 30
S.ptelllbe.. 1983 we.. e tho.. Ilst.d abov.. M. J.
Edwa.. ds tl d by .. ot"tlon ond put hlllls.lf
fo .. wa..d fa -al.ctlon.

~
Th. Council Kelllb... " subilit the "ccounts fo .. tha
pa.. lod end.d 30 S.pt.lllb... 1983. Th••xc••• of
Incolll. ov....xp.ndltu fa .. the y.e.. we. iEI ••• 7,
..nd Is d.alt with hown In the Inca... anel
.xpandltu... account.

RETAINED SURPLUS FOR
THE PERIOD

STATEIiENT OF RETAINED SURPLUS
Balanca at 31"t D.c.lIlb... 1962 2901 2.00
Retaln.d Su.. plus fa .. the pe .. lodilll ~

B.. l .. nc. al 30th S.pt.lllbll .. 1963 ~ z.mt

Th. attach.d not •• fa .... pa .. t of th••• occaunt•.

~

Th. p .. lnclpl. ectlvltl •• of the A••ocletlon du"ln!j
tha pe.. lod wa ..a the p"olllOtlon of .clanca fiction
.. nd the publlc.tlon .. nd dl.t .. lbutlon of .clenca
fiction mogazlna•.

~
Th...udlto... F.J. Stawa .. d. FCA. 1'10. ag ...ed to
.tand fo .. "a-.lactlon.

Sy o .. d ... of the CounCil
S ..att Coct ... 11
S.c ..ata.. y
40 Cyp.. u. Ro..d
Flnchl.y
London
N3 3SE

R.po.. t of the Audl to.. to the Meab.... of the
B.. ltlsh Sclance Fiction Assocl .. tlon Lllillted

I have audited Ihe financial stat....nt. of the
above A••ocletlon fo.. the pe .. lod .nded 30th
S.pt.lIlb... 1963 .. " s .. t out on the•• p.g••. Th•••

1'101. 30/9/63, , ,
F UED ASSETS
Tanglbl. A••• ts

CURRENT ASSETS
Stock...
Raw _t ... I.I. and

con.Ulllabl••
Flnl.h.d 800ds ond

good. fa.. s.l. .cl4

D.btor...
T ..ade d.bto...
P..apay...nts

C.. "h at bank and
In hllnd

31/12162, , ,
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CREDITORS: aDOu.nts failing
du. within on. y.ar

Trade eredl tor.
Other eredJ tors:
Corporation TalC
Oth.r
lIeer"'lI/s

".
llit =-

1984
Award Funds:
Ooc W.I .. "-Il1O.. 1.1 Fund 15
Brltl.h F"nt.. sy Aw.. rd Fund l2..

= "l2.
=

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT
LIABILITIES

Th. (I t of th....vlv.d London MoI.tlngs of th.
BSFA h.ld on F.. ld.y 18 Ma..ch .t th. Royal
Conn..u.ght on High Kolbo.. n.

CAPIT.... L AND RESERVES
Other r ••• rvas 6

In~~~u~~d Exp.nd I t ur.

Slgn.d by:
P. Klne.ld Dlr.etor
B. Cockrell Dlr.etor

A lot of p.opl. hav. b••n asking us to ... vlve
th tlng., ,,0 It wa. Int ..... tlng to ••• the
.... pon sot. All th. BSFA COllllllltt •• who live
In London tu..n.d up. liS dId .0_ of th. moo...
lIetlv...mb...s .uch .s V.ctor r.vl ....r. Judith
H.nn••nd Mlch•• 1 F.....n, .s 11 •••utho.. Martin
B.. lc •. Ev.n .0. p...h .. p. th t h.... t.nlnS ~hln8

w•• to .... qui t. a f.w n.w (ac•• th.r•. S.v.... l
paopl. turn.d up who h.d n.v b••n Involv.d In
any 8SFA activity b.fo.... but ncou.. ag.d by
th. Id." o( ...... tlng In C.nt 1 London. W. hop.
It will I ...d on to g ..... t.r Involv...nt.

It WIIS Int.nd.d at on••taS. to .r ..llnll. II sp.oll.r
for thl. first _.tlng. but such w•• the pr••sur.
of B5FA bu. In••• In oth.r IIr.os thot I Ju.t didn't
have the opportunity to do anything ..bout It. In
ony ell••• It •••",.d 0 r.".on"bl. Id.o to .to.. t th.
b.ll rol11nll with a soel.1 .v.nlnS. In the .v.nt
thl ........d to worll, a lot of tolliing wo. don•. a
lot of drlnll Wa" eon.u_d. and at the .nd of th.
.v.nlne; .v.ryon. s.e_d to hav. h.d 0 llood tl ....

Unfortunot.ly, I cannot taka this t 11 on
Ind.ftnlt.ly••0 1'1Il looking for 0 volunt (or
volu.nt ••rs). to taka on the Orll.nl."tlon of the
London "'.t1nS.' Thl. _.n••nsurlng the roo. Is
boolt.d. ar ..anslnS .paak.r., and g.ttlng ev.rythlng
ru.nnlnll .~othly. Tht .. I.n· t a Co_Itt•• post, ond
who.v.r tak•• on the Job will ...port dlr.ctly to
1II)'•• lf .s Co-ordlnato... Naturally I'll b.
avallllbl. to h.lp out, and off.r Id.a.. and "dvlce
at any tllll.. If you ••• your •• 1f as BSF ....
llllpr.sorlo, pl.a•• contact ... os soon as po•• lble.

Ho_v.t". for futur. __ tinS. I will try to arrange
sp.all.r., p.n.1 dt.cusslons, qulzz.s or oth.r
.v.nts to .tart .och .v.nlng off on II Ilv.ly not •.
And I wIll do tlth for the n.xt two or thr••
.... tlnS.. Watch futu 1•• 1,1•• of N"t,-/x for tit.
fo .. thcollllnl'! progra .

N.v.rth.I ••• , a total .tt.ndane. of ....ound 17
p.opl. must b. con.ld....d .. dl ••ppolntlll.nt. The
old London ...t1nll. us.d to "tt ...ct con.ld bly
mo... than th.. t, ..nd glv.n th...mount of Int st
.hown, ... would h..v••xp.ct.d .cr. p.opl. to turn
up on th. nl«ht. Stili, It I....rly days y.t, and
II. th. London MoI.tlngs b.eo_ II ".lIul.r .v.nt, ...
hop. that th.y will build up a gr.llt.r nu.b.r of
ott.nd••s.

I. ACCOUNTING POliCIES
a) Th. account. for 1983 eov... nln. DOnth.

only, following th. d.elslon of th. Extraordlna..y
G.n.ral MoI.t Ing h.ld on 16th S.pt.mb.r 1983, to
adopt 30th S.pt.ab.r lnst.ad of 31st Oee.mb.r .s
tha Assoelatlon's (Inanelal y.ar and dat •.

b) Ttl. aeeou.nt. ar. pr.p.r.d according to th.
historical cost conv.ntlon.

c) D.pr.cl.tlon I. provld.d (or on th. cost o(
tha lIbrary at on.-t.nth Of th. n.t book valV.
a.ch yaar and on Off lea aqvlp",.nt at On.-flfth O(
th. nat book valu••ach y.ar.

d) Stocks are valu.d at tha 10..... of eo.t or
n.t r.allsabl. valu•.

O.:::~::t Ion on tangible

Auditor's r.llIun.ratlon

~~e:=:NOVER consIst" of th. following

1983 1982, ,
Subscriptions 4767 5724
PUblications 165 333
Litho S.rvlc. 479 446
Duplicating Servlc. 48 89
Advertl.lng 105 236
Magazln. Chain 107 48
Badge. 6 13
Other 4

3. SURPLUS ON ORDINARY ACTIVITIES I" "tat.d aft.r
charging:

4. TAXATION
Corporat Ion t"x at 301:
Intere.t r.c.lvad

b.en provld.d fo..
As for the futur•• th. n.xt London .... tlng will be

Fr1de.y. 20 Me.y

5. TANGIBLE ASSETS
Llb..ary Off Ie.

~qulp...nt

Co. ~ "t:
lll183 913

DEPRECIATION
At 1/1/83 814
Charge for

yaar Z. lJ.2
At 30/9/83 821 843
NET BOOK VALUE
At 31/12182 99 983 27
At 30/9/83 !l.Z. 4.J!l. :u.

ill.
1664

1109....

Thareafter, 1 trust. the .... tlnS. will run
r.gularly on the third Frld.y of .v.ry IlIOnth. The
tl_ and th. pl.ce ar. th••0 .... ' 7.30plll. In the
up.tal ... b.r at the Royol Connaught, on HIgh
Holborn, London.
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NEWS
C~lled by Poul l[lnceld and Stan llftcholl. (wIth a
llttl. help from Locus .nO othe...o ..... c •• >

• TURNER CLARKE
AWARD

ROBERTS " RVMAN
NEBULA BALLOT
• C.L. MOORE" LIN CARTER
" RANDALL GARRETT DIE
• NEW SF/HORROR MAGAZXNE
LAUNCHED

;~7 wlnn... of thl. y ....... Arthur C.

a"ard, and the award will 8l!ioln b. chos.n by
...pr•••ntat Iv•• of the th..... o.-s"nl ... t Ions next
year. The Inlthl ..epr•••ntatlve of the BSF" .. til
be Andy Sewye...

1be Sea find S~r - Georse Turner

The award was onnounc:ed at Eastercon. and wi 11 t>e
pr•••nted at tt,. leA on June 11, wtIen Turne.. '.
publisher, FABER, will host ....eceptlon prior to a
.... In.... on the practlc,,1 us•• of science fiction
orsonl ••d by the International Sc:lenc:e Pollc:y
Foundation.

The Judl!i.. ...... unanlaous In their
••Iectlon of Turner'. novel. which was con.ldered
to be po.... rfully written. arrectlnll and tllllely.
The Judlle. al.o _de .peclal _ntlon of "'pC ­
John Crowley for the quality of the wrltlna.
thou8h It was felt that they .hould walt until the
fourth and final volulII. I. available to Judga how
lIIuch It belong. within the real .. of aclence
fiction; and FI ••co - Stanlalew Le. for the
Inventlvane,.s of hi. aclence fictional Idaas.

The Arthur C. Clarke Award wa. aelected
by " panel of sIx judge.: Paul Iincald and Andy
Sawyer for the BSFA; Ed_rd Je_. and DaVid
Prll\8l. for the Science FictIon Foundation; and Dr
Maurice Gold•• lth and Georlle Hay for the
International Science Polley Foundation. Edward
J._. I. to re_ln II. the ad.. lnl.trlltor of the

Th. 1966 NebUla A_rd nOllllnatlon.
announced. Th.y or.:

NOVEL
1?Ia Ferlla or God - Gr"'8 B_r
1?Ia (lpJJrc "r - DaVid 8rln
VarwJJ In A_rna - Avr_ DaVidson
....,. Gravity FaJJ. - Gearlle Alec EfUnser
1?1_ FaJ J JftIJ~ - fat Murphy
SoJdl __ or tha #II1.t - Gene Wolfa

NOVELLA
"F~ Stat... - lohn M. Ford
"Th. TIIl.r S-at.r" - K.lth Robarts
"Th. Blind e.-t.r" - II. Stanley Robln.on
"Th. Unconquered Country" - Geoff Ry-.l
."lIltness" - lIaJt.r Jon 111111 ....

NOVELETTE
"The Evenll:\ll and the Morning and the NIsht ..
Octavia Butlar
"Buffalo Gala, lIon·t You Co_ Out Tonlsht"
Ur.ula L~uln

"Dra_ Baby" - Bruc. Ml::Alllat.r
"Rach.l In Lo...... - P.t *'rphy

Ian lot Barrington - Mr. P J Benn.tt - Paul Barry ~ C Bralth.."lte
- Andy Bra... r ~ Id..... Casell.nt - hlph P Coullng - Al"n 1
lMnaan - JIIar~ Da Roussl.r - E"!.n. Ooh.rty - G Duffy - Ala"
EI.IIn.teln - CMI.loph.r Elphlf;k - St.phan Evan. ~ Las Flood ­
1t,lcola Fu....n. - John Gibson - Dar.k CO••r - Mo.rk Narrls - 5
J Nicks ~ Keith J NoeIg..... ~ lIoaar BobIl1de:. Library - hul
Nurtl.y-PJ~ltna-Jllar~LI.bar..n-KIl\SLoosa-R... I.....
Love - B R Jllackama.. ~ IIh;l\ard F MdatlZl. - Roy Mclnl«hI •
o."ld T Morgan - T.rry o..... ton - II B Par~1n - 1I"50r Partrlde:a ­
Jl.ark 5 Peach ~ George M Raid - Ane:" N C Scott-Brown - Andr_
SUnn... - Liz SourbUI - Mrs G B n--old - Unl" of lant SF
Soclatr - Rayaond V.ss.llo - TatT)' lI.rd - Ian W.h.... ~ Charles
A Weston - 101'1 Whltboum - Robarl G A Wilkinson

Ilvsh Co...,., House, Dorchest... Crft"
Abtna6on. Oxen. OXII 2AJ
215 Stanton Orlv., F1..t. Kolapshlr.,
CUt3 &EJl
4 Voost........, F.lrfleld Orl".. Jlarth
Harrow. Mlcld.x, IIA2 6QS
I JIa". Cloaa, ner-. Lanes, BBJ Jft
91b Hapbum can., St Andrews, FIr.,
kT269LT
22 Louis St, Sprlll( Bank, lIull.
lIuabarsld.,IIU3 ILY
215&. Queen. Rd, Beaston, Nottlngha-,
1IG92BD
J Garrloch St, Klrk... ll, Orlul.y, KWl5
,PI.
20 Luton Rd, Null,N....ba... ld.,MU55AJ
62 V.llua Orlv., Butl.r Kill.
Carsltalton.Surr."SX52TR
112a Ta,.,.lnlld,cn..tar CH.J5EE
Flat J. o-aark House. 49 Ddana.,.t
Vlllas,Iknoa,E So.rsse".lIHJ JTtI
FI.t 9. II "-lata lid. ltna.ton-u­
Tl\a.eas, Sum)', rT'2 500
14 Jlat.1 lid, Caabf"ld@:., CBl JIIS
19 II... Rd. Waltnu..tow, lDndon, EI7

'"319 Tonb..-Iq. Rd. Kaldstona. lanl.
1lE115&IlN
J3BlollhallRd,L.)'lon,laIdon,EI01LW

.ll'-Socltt
I"lIIISJ-c<Ir

......-.....

PO 80" 5309, Torr.nc:•• CA 'JOSIo-5309.

'"17 lIowton Ila.th W.,. Frashbrook.
S.. lndon. Wilts, SII5 &Lf
50 Victoria hrk Orl... 5o<.lth. Glasllow.
Gil 90R

1Ie'- Iow_ 204 Cr_ly Lane. Vest lleath.
Blreln3hu, 131 4QO
r-.. "",",-t.- Ca..... 11 Lit.....,. A6WlC"J'.
~crofl. GooH Lana, Little Kollitnabury.
Blshops5tortford,IIe..-t•• at227iC
FlnFahey
1lobert FaAfl'O 5 Vlnf;..t Square Kanalon••
lIaleoH St. Lon6on. SIIIP 21fT
Or John CrlOben
John L IlawUn. Ct N.th.rton, Dyaoc:k,
Clouc••tar,GL1&2EF
0..., .....
Car'Olynlllll
John lAahy Bollylla8°oly, Kallow. Co Cork,
Ir.land
~ P Levis 5 JIIomtnaton lid. Norvldl, NIt2

...... ,,-""Iott 9 Vlctorl. lid. Br.dacre.
lIolv...hupton. VYJ 7EU
Gall Il«Tltt J lla.apstud Ct. EndeIl'rOUr 1I1l1s.
J&02VlctorLl.A.... tr.ILI
AI'- L IlltcMlI

:7'::~.
1'au1~I&Portl.then,llorthBorr.

Er.kln•. IIWlfr~lra.$f;otl4nd.P-'8I5EX

P.trlct Sulllv., 159 Ii'ln<;anton er.se.... t.
Jlortholt,Mlddl"''',1JM41!Q
Saal TolftlMn
Ileala Vlck..,. I Clay Lan., Ca.tor, nr
l'.t.rborough,CallbsI'£157AT
Stephen J Wood J N.,. St, Stalybrldg.,
Ch..,.hlra,SKI52EZ

U43&7Fab&9
M4374 Jan &9

U4379 Nov &5
U F.bS9
M4J&IFab&9

U'3715Moy69
M'372 Jon &9

U4J78Mov88
U4J77J1ov&a
X4385 Fab&9
Mt3&2Fab&9

X3913 Jan &9
114375 Jan &9



-PI_r. of Edo" - 8ruc. Sterllns
"SCh_..z.ehllcls R.dl ...... - Connl. Villi.

SIfORT STORY
"""15.1" - P.I C.dlsan
-lid Ch... I._sn." - P.ul DIFilippo
"Th. F.lthful CC*panlon et Port)"'" - rar.n Joy
Fowl.r
..C••••ndra·. Photosraph." - t.t •• Golut.ln
"T.apl. to • Minor Godde..... - S ....an SCh_.. tz
-Why I t..ft H ry·. AII-Hlsht Heaburser." -
t.a_.ne. V.tt-E n.
-Fo.....e .. Your., Anna" - Kate Wllh.l.

Th. Pro_th.w; A_rd .ponsor.d by the Llb.rtarlan
Futurl.t Soclaty h•• gone to JltJroon.d In RfltJJtI_
by V.rno.. Vl"8.'

At the aalll. c ....lllony. the Socl.ty ..ot.d
Anth•• by Ayn R.nd and Sfr.npr In • Sfr~ Land
by Roba.. t H.tnl.ln onto th.l .. H.II of Fe_.

Th. Rhy511"8 A_rcls for SF Po.try h.". b••n
.nnounc.d. The ",Inn.r In the long poem c.t.gory
w.a "D.-.:1.lus" by Gr.sory St._rt. Th.r. 101••• tl.
In the .ho.. t po•• c.t.gory b.t_en "8.fore the Ble:
Bane:" by Jon.th... V. P.... t .nd "A 0...... of
H.redlty" by John C. R.z_..skl.

Jan. Yol.n h•• b••n .",.rded the pr•• tlglou. r ... lan
A-...d fa.. h ... work In chlld...n'. Ilt .... tu....

Th. judges for the 1987 World F.nt•• y Awards h.".
baan announced. Th.y are, 1'1111I. A.hl.y. SCott
S.k.r, R.S. Hadjll, Maxi. J.kubowslll and Donald A.
Wollhel.

Apologies to Garry lCllworth. our n It.1Il I •• t
tllll. got. Iitti. g...bl.d In the t.lling. Th.
o .. lglnal tltl. of hi. n.w non-SF no".l 101••

Noku•• I's ........ .nd the r.vl••d tltl. 101••

X.p.nt5's "'5".. though thl. doe. tnd••d _.n
Ca..p.nt ... • s W.v. In the pidgin of the Il:IOglna..y
Indl.n OC ••n Island wh.r. It I••• t. Unfo.. to.m.t.ly
the publlsh.r. _ ...n· t h.ppy with the n.w tltl ••
• 0 It h.s ba.n ch.ngad .g.ln. Th. n.w tltl. I. The
'.'nt/ng In the Nollov of the o-p Sea MIl ....

Th. book will be publl.hed by BOOLEY
HEAD. hopefully Illtar this y ..... • nd wtll In<; Iud.
not only the nov.1 but .. bout t.n .hort .torl ••.
1II0.tly '''''In.t ....... Tht. t"nd... volu_ I. the
• a<;ond tlllle BODLEY HEAD h .. v. t .. lad thl. so.. t of
thins a. a w.. y of .n<;ou..oglng p.opl. to r ••d .hort
• to.. les. which wo.. k.d well .nough la.t yeo .. with
the malnstr.OIll wrlta.. Ronald F..a-e·. A Nov.l .nd
SIx Short 5torl ••. But th.r. I ... chanc. thot wh.n
GRAFTON do the pap.rba<;k th.y will publl.h the
no".1 and the .to.. I ..... two ••p.... t. volu_s.

M.onwhll.. Kllwo.. th 01.0 ha. two SF
no".l. cOllllng out fro. UNWIN HYMAN. Cloudroek I.
now .vallable. and A~ndon.. tl will b. publlsh.d
n.xt y.a... Both are e .. rly. p..."lou.ly unpubll.h.d
worll. which he h.....<;.ntly revls.d.

T.....y C ......•• o .. lgln.1 ..nthology .... 1••• Un/var.e
will not c.a••• d ••plt. It ...dlto.. •• d.oth. Robe.. t
Sllve.. berg and I'll. n.w wife r ....n Hebe....r. to
t.k. ov.r .15 .dlto.... and It will now ..ppea.. bl­
annuolly.

D••plte r.port. In the lat•• t 1••1.1. of Crltlc.l
...ave. Christophe.. Prt.llt Is not worlling On a
collaboration with WIIlIa. Glb.on. Glbllon·.
collabo .. ato.. I. B..uc. St ... llng. and P.. I.st I.
th.lr agent. H. 1'10. ju.t .old th.tr novel. The
DIFFerence £n/f/n•. to GOLLAtlCZ who will b.
publl.htng tt n.xt .p.. lng.

Me..nwhll. Gibson's n.w no".I. l*1IIa LI_
Overdrive. has now b••n dellv....d to GOLt.ANCZ for
publlc .. tlon In Ap.. ll. Tho.e who have s ••n the
.....nuscrlpt repo.. t that It Is .. s much b.tt.r th..n
Count Zero ..s that was b.tt ... th..n N.uro.5nc ....

Roba.. t Holdstocll has .old hi. n.w nov.l.
L ondyss. to GOl..LANCZ. fo .. a su.. of ..,n.y th.. t.
h po.. ts ...ad. his face b .. eak Into .. bro..d g .. ln.
It Is to b. publt.h.d In OCtob.r In .. special

.dltlon with .llIult ..n.ou. h ..rdb..<;k ond t ..ad.
paperback. with o ..dlna.. y p.p... back .. Ights b.lng on
off.r tn the .prlng.

L."Otldy••• subtltl.d "Jou..n.y tow.... d the
Unknown R.glon". Is not a ••qu.1 to 1tyth5/fO Wood.
but a n.w .xplo.... tton of the t lto.. y In th.t
novel. It I .... Id to b. v ... y dlff ent f ..oll Its
pr.d.c••sor .

II y.a..s aft Sword. and Ice Hagtc app.a ...d.
F.. lh: t.elba.. I ppa ...ntly wo.. klng on 0 n.w nov.1
..bout Fafh..d and the G..ay 1401.1..... P... t. of the
nov.1 have alr.ady been publlah.d In Wh/sp.rs
mago:zln•.

l.n W.. tson 1'1... turn.d hi. Int.r:zone .tory.
"J Ingling G.o..dl.' II Hal .... Into a novel, The Fir.
"'ora. which "'III be publl.h.d by GOLLANCZ n.xt

Chrl.toph.r 8ur~, anoth... ...gul .. r lnt.rzone
contrlbuto... I. to hall... coll.ctlon of I'll ••ho.. t
.to.. l.s. About the Body. publl.h.d by SECKER "
WARBURG.

C.nsorshlp .aGn! the chlld...n·s books! Populo..
chlld..en' ••utho... Roba.. t W.st.ll. h ..s .. pap... back
.dttlon of hla sho.. t sto..y coll.ctlon Rach.1 and
the Ang.l co.lng out f .. o .. PAN PIPER In March.
Howev.r on••to.. y. "A.. tlst On A..alDOr". 1'1 .
..y.terlou.ly dl.app••red slnc. the coll.ctton 101 .

fI ..st publl.had by MACMJt.LAN In 1986. Th....a.on,
acco..dlng to PAN, I. that the .to..y Is too ••xy.
W•• tall I. now looking for an adult anthology
..aady to ...prlnt the .to.. y. M.anwhlle, W.stall'a
n.w coll.ctlon. Ghosts IJnd Journeys. I. due out
f ..o. MACMILLAN this sp.. lng.

J_slca Yete. I. cu..r.ntly putting tog.th... a
...p.. lnt ..nthology of young adult fantasy .to.. le.,
and It loolls llll.ly to b. an all-f ...... I.
coll.ctton. A.ang the storl.s b.lng <;on.ld....d fa ..
Inclu.lon two by Pat M<::lntosh. who 11".d In
the UK but 0 ..... to have dls.pp.ar.d .Inc. the
sto.. t •• were pUb I Ish.d In the mld-70•. Anyon. loll th
Infor_tlon about P.t Helnto.h <;.n contact J ••• lc ..
th ..ough HotrlJl.

John B..unn... h ....otd a n.w SF naval. Chlldr.n or
the Thtmder. to DEL REY In the USA. Meanwhll. hi.
non-SF nOv. I .. bout the .a .. ly daya of CND will b.
publl.h.d a. a pop.rback by KEROSINA l .. t thl •
Sp.. lng to co-Incld. with the 25th .nnlv y of
the founding of CND .

M.anwhll. John 8runn... I. a gu•• t .. long with B y
Bayl.y ..nd Da.. ld Mac. "t the t..nc... te.. Llt .... t .
P•• tl"al.

8ayley. B.. unn ... snd Macs wi II b. I."dlng
a day of ....dlng•. tal II. and dl.cu•• lons on Monday
2 May. f ..oll 11.00 am until ... 00 pm. Includ.d In
Ih. d.y "'III bo a wo..lIshop-ty~ ev.nt for bUdding
writ to p ..od ...ce -.ot ... tol fo .. dl.cu•• lon by the
th autho....

Fa.. fu.. th... d.talls. <;ont.ct: Th.
DI cto.. , t.onc•• t ... Llte.. atu... F•• tl .... I, 67 Church
St t, t.onca.te.. LAl lET.

A fan f.ud In Sweden h.. .. ••ch.d ludlc .. ous
h.lsht •. Fa.. th.... y.o... Ah.... ld Ensh0l. h ..s b••n
conducting a virulent c".p"lgn agaln.t And....
B.llt •• a call1paign th.. t 1'1..... I .....dy elllb..oll.d the
SEFF f .. n fund In controv.r.y. Now Enghollll h ••
t ..k.n thaI feUd .".n fu .. th.r.

A n.w profe•• lonal magazine. Nova
Science Fiction. lola. l ..unch.d In Novembe... In the
first I •• ue th.r. w.s a fan column which go"...
b .. l.f r ••u_ of Engholll·. f.ud. This annoy.d
Engholm to .uch .n .xtent that On the night of 25
No"ember h••nt ....d the pre.I ••s of the publl.he ..
and .tole .11 the caple. of the _g.zlne h. could
find. Sinc. only 150 h ..d so f .... b••n dlst .. lbut.e: .
thl. _ ..nt th.. t h••tol. In the ...glon of 2.000
copl... EnShol1l l.ft a note admitting
...sponslbility. Th. police h .. v. b••n call.d In.

Meanwhll... s.cond printing of the
IMg.. zlne lola. ord.rad, ..nd tho•• caples av.llabl.
h .. ve al ...ady b••n ch.nglns hana. In S....dl.h book
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shops et Infleted prlc.s slnc. th. th.ft Is
consld.r.d to _k. It an Inst.nt coll.ctor's It.lll.

T.rry Pretch.tt hes~package of .lx n.",
f.ntasy no"els to GOLl.ANCZ In thl. country and NAl.
In the USA. His let.st Olscworld no"el, Sourcery,
I. due out from GOLl.AHCZ In Hey, and the next two
boaks In the series ha". alr.ady be.n written.

Brian Aldl •• Is to turn Sc/enc. F'ct/c.n Blue., his
stag. pr.sentatlon "'Ith Ken C.-pbell, Into a book.
The stag. presentation, • s.l.etlon of pros. and
poetry, has b••n nO.lnated for the BSFA Awerd. The
book, produc.d by Aldl.s ",Ith his partn.r Frank
Hatherl.y under the company ne_ AVERNUS, Is due
out lat.r this year.

Mlch.el Butterworlh, a malnstey of He.., Worlds
during Its heyday In the lote 60s ond 705, I.
colloborat!ng ..,Ith artist Bob Wailier and rock
group H....wlnd, to produc. a comic book "and
animated 1IIO"le, Ledge o( O.r.n•••. It Is .xp.ct.d
to b. pr."I.wed In March wh.n the sroup's new
album. X.non Code.lf, Is ralao.ad.

C.l.. Moore died of Alzhalmer'. Olseasa In
Hollywood on 4 April 1987, sha was 76. Th. dsath
has only racantly been announced.

Catherina l.ucilia Koora was ona of the
first wolllen wrltars to ochla". reol promlnenc. In
the largely _s<;ullna world of s<;lenc. fiction.
P.rhaps h.r graotast IlII.pa<;t <;0_ with her "ery
first story, "Shomblaau", whl<;h appear ad In W.lrd
Tal.s In 1933. ThIs "1"ld story sat a conyentlonal
.. I. hero, Northwest S.llh, against 0 fe.. la,
"-duso-Ilka oll.n. Tha power of the (._1., backed
up In thlo tal. with o.blSuous Fr.udlan I_gary
ond a strong ••xual at..,sph.ra, •• t tha tone for
• uch of the wort that was to follow.

Northwest Smith went on to faoture In 0
nuaber of oth.r storlas durlns the 1930s and 40.,
while at the so.. tl_ Moor. was writing enothar
••rlas around tha 15th cantury warrior quaen,
J Iral of Jolry, tha IIlOd.1 (or other .word and
sor<;ery haroln.s su<;h os Joonna Rus.'. Alyx, and
now .trongly prolsed by f ••lnl.t <;rltlc•.

Jlr.1 and North.... t Smith _t In on.
.tory. "Quest of tha St.r Ston." <1937>, whl<;h wa.
al.o .lgnlflcant .s II 1010. her first <;ollaborotlon
with Henry Kuttner. Moore and Kuttner morrl.d !n
1940. end from than on 1II.0.t of th.lr wort lola. to
• 0"'. extent a <;ollaboratlon, often under a
b.wlld.rlng "orlety of p.eudonym., Including l.ew!.
Padgett and l.owren<;e O'Donnell. A",ong Ih.lr
collaboration••ra so",e of tha fln.st and lIlO.t
lasting works of scl.nc. fiction froll thot aro,
Including the no".1 Fury, and th••torl.s "Vlnt.ge
S.a.on" ond "Mlms.y W.r. th. Borogro"e.". All
three amply show the writing .klils of both
author., whll. tha occa.lonal .tory whl<;h <;an b.
.afely a.crlbed to Moora olona, su<;h o. "No WOlllan
Born" and .. Judg....nt Hight", re"eol h.r <;ontlnulng
Inter•• t In the p.y<;hologl<;.1 and .thlcal
qu•• tlon. fa<;ed by Indep.nd.nt wo..n.

In th. 1950s both Moor. and Kuttner _nt
to coll.g., and aft.r Kuttn.r dl.d In 1958 she
taught wrltlne: .nd Iiteratur. et th. Unl"er.lty of
Southern Cellfornla. SOlU book. did app.ar during
th••arly 1960., usually stlll o. coll.bor.tlons
with Kuttn.r, though th.y had non. of the lap.ct
of th.lr eorll.r work. Mo.t of h.r writing at this
tI •• lola. for tele"lslon shows such a. Ha"erlc• • nd
77 Sun•• t Strip. She marrl.d Tho..... R.ggi. In
1963.

l.ln Cartar d.1.d of <;.rdla<; arr•• t In N.w J.rs.y on
7 february 1988. H. was 57.

Linwood Vroo....n Cart.r b.g.n writing In
19:'i?, with 0 .tory <;oll.d "Ma.ters of the
Metropoll." co-wrltt.n with Randall Garrett. IUs
Instln<;tl". home, how.".r, lola. In tha r.alm of
h.rol<; fontasy. ond h. lola••oon producing a
prollfl<; numb.r of books which all fltt.d eoslly
and und.mandlngly within the confln.s of the
genro. Most of these were In the form of serl.s,
fn<;l ...dlng the numerous storles of Thongor,

C.III.to, World'. End, the Gr••n St.r and Z.rkon;
though In collaboration with l.. Spr.g.... OeCallp he
al.o r." I ".d Conon.

If his wrltlne:, ho...y.r, was 1I.lt.d,
for.ulal<;, and owing .ara to pulp traditIon. thon
anything .1 •• , I'll. e:r.at Illpo<;t On th. g.nre <;0••
o. editor and erltl<;.

As an .dltor, partl<;ulorly
Ballontln.'s Ad ... lt fant ••y lin., h. _.
r.sponslbl. for brlnglne: .... ny of th. fln•• t
f.ntasy wrlt.rs of the lo.t c.ntury ba<;k Into
print, In<;ludlng th. works of Ja_s Broneh Cab.11,
Lord Oun.ony, CI.rk Ashton Salth and H.P.
Lov.<;raft. He was also an anthologist of note,
edltlne: for Instan<;., th. FI.shlng Swords! s.rle.
and the Year's Se.t Fant.sy Stor,••. It Is l.re:.ly
throU8h Carter' ••ffort. as .n .dltor that fanto.y
.njoy. th••u<;<; ••s It do•• ha"e todoy.

As 0 critic he wrota two book. On
Tolkl.n, and on. on Lo".<;raft'. Chthulhu My tho.,
though h. d.,.er".,. to b. b.st re_lIb.red for
I_glnary World. (1973> a <;areful ond
.xc.ptlon.lly wall-Infor••d analy.l. ond .ur".y of
(antosy that 1. an l",portant work of 1II0d.rn
fantasy crItlcls"'.

Randoll Gar,..,tt, who~l.r this ye.r, lola. a
prolific writer, who .arn.d hl_.lf 0 r.putatlon
(or the qu.llty of his storyt.lllng, end for I'll.
hu.aur. Born In 1927, h••old I'll. first .torlas In
the o.rly 19405, ond during the 195011' l.arn.d his
<;r.ft by produclne: 0 b.wlld.rln! nuab.r of .torl ••
for the Sf magozlnes of the ttlU, notably
IIstounding. He often us.d p••udonyms, and
coll.boroted fr.q ....ntly with p.opl. lIte Rob.rt
Sll".rbere: (under th. p.n-nalle Robert Rondoll),
and L.urence Jenlf.r (undar th. name Herk
Phillips>. Much of thl. o.rly work ",as fairly
routln., but WaS told wIth a .plrlt .nd a .tylo
thot rals.d It aboya the <;o-.on run of Sf storl ••
.t the tl.... A. hi. work _tur.d h. b.<;all:•
.o..whot l ••s prolific, and his s.nse of hUlllOur
co.. .are to the (or., as I. shown particularly In
Tak.o(r, his coll.ctlon of parodies. The wort for
whl<;h h. will be b.st ra_.b.r.d, however, will b•
the .torlss of l.ord Oor<;y of Rou.n. Th•• a <;entr.d
on. d.t.<;tly. In a p.rollel unl".rs. wh.r. _gl<;
I. the domln.nt s<;l.nce, .nd pl.y.d f.lr with the
r.ad.r by following th. rul •• of th. clo•• lc
d.t.ctl"•• tory, whll. toklng the oppOrtunity to
porody su<;h well known d.te<;tl"•• tory .uthors o.
R.x Stout, Dorothy l.. Sayer., Agatha Christl. and
Conan Ooyl.. A new book, T.n Little Wizards,
",rltten In collaboration with Mlcha.1 Kurland, h••
just b••n pUblished In the USA.

MarshanUa l.askl, the wrlt.r and <;rltl<;, dlod
aft.r 0 short Illne~5 on 6 F.bruary 1988. She 10105
72. A tlr.less defend.r of .0c15ll.t valu•• , h.r
wort Of tan edg.d Into science fiction as • _on.
of pre.antlng h.r bollef•. Thl. happen.d, for
In.tanc., In Lo". Oil the Sup.r-Tax <1944> whl<;h
d.plct.d 0 wartlllle tranSforlllatlon of England, and
In TDry H.a"en (1944> a spoof utopl •. Though hor
JaOst fo.au. book I•••upernatural f.nt.sy, Th.
VlclDr/an Cha/s.-LOIlgue (1953) In which !n"ollds
Ilvlnl5 100 y.ar. ap.rt swlt<;h Id.ntltl.s. Ey.n .0,
thl. book. pla<;. In IIt.r.ry hl.tory t.nds to st ••
(ro. l.a.tl'. de"otlon to laxl<;ography, because on
the .tr.nl5th of It .h. spot. for the de(.nc. at
the trial of Fanny Hili on the grounds th.t
Cl.land'. no"el had Introduced the word "ehal.e­
lo"!u." to Englond. P.rhap. l.••tl'. fln •• t work of
.cl.nc. fl<;tlon lola. th. plOy Th. Or(shor. ISland
(1955). a powerful anti-nuclear drolllO which w.s
latar broad<;a.t on BBC TV.

R.lph ".Ison, the film dlr.ctor, dl.d of canc.r on
21 O.<;.",b.r 1987 In Santa Monica. California. H.
lola. 71. In 0 long .nd dlstlngul.h.d c.r•• r, Nal.on
dlr.ct.d a number of fll",s .nd TV progralnlll•• ,
Including tha Oscar winning LIli.s of Ihe FI.ld
.nd the EIIIIIlY winning Requi.,. (or a H.a"ywe/ght. It
was Nel.on who dlr.ct.d Charly, the film "flr.Jon
of Flower. for Algernon by Oenl.1 Kaye•. Th. flllll
won an Os<;ar for the star, Cliff Rob.rt.on. N.Ison
al.o directed onoth.r .clenc. fl<;tlon flllll.
Embryo, In 1976, starring Rock Hudson.
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E_.. lc: P.....bu..g.... the (II ... produc ... .mo wo. on.
of the g".Ot8st flgu.... In the hl.to.. y of B.. ltl.h
cln.ma. dl.d on , F.b..uo .. y 1981;1. 1n pa .. tn ....hlp
with Hlcho.1 Powell. h. mad. 0 .t .. lng o( .tyll.h.
ollbltlou. ond dl.tlnctlv. flllllS that ".allin a-.ong
the b.st wo.. k. p .. oduc.d In thl. count ..y. Th. fll_
oft.n hod fonto.y .18....nt.. u.uolly fo ..
oll.go.. lcol pu"pos•• o. In A Harler or LIFe and
D•• th In whlC:h 0 _ .. tI_ pilot .u..vlv•• the c ....h
thot should have kill.d him. th.n (ac•• a
IlIcnu_ntol h.ov.nly t .. lol fo .. the .. Ight to Ilv•.

John AJ I.gro the autho.. dl.d or: hi. 65th bl .. thday.
17 F.b.. ua .. y 1988. Though h••njoy.d a hl8h
.cnola.. ly ...putat Ion fo .. hi. wo..k on the O.ad S.o
Sc"oll •• h. Is p..obably be.t known for hi, th.o..y
that Ch.. l.tlanlty orlS1not.d a. a p.ychad.llc
:;~~~~, bo••d upon the .atlns of the .ac...d

No.. lo Suzulli. the Japan••••xplo...... was found
d.ad on the .Iop•• of the Dhaulagl .. 1 mountoln In
the HI_Iayos followln8 an av.lanch. that 01.0
kill.d two Sh... p••. Suzuki. 31!1. _. I.adlng a
.xp.dltlon to find the Abomlnabl. Sno_n.

PUBLISHING

Th. campaign agaln.t Clou•• 21!1 (slnc....numb....d
Clou•• 29) app.a ... to have (oll.d. It was pa•••d
In the Lo..d. In .a .. ly Fab..ua.. y with only co._tic
chans.s and no" look••at to co_ Into 10'"

Th. Bill wa. da.lsn.d to p ...v.nt local
councils p ..omotlng ho-o••xuallty. but It could
hoy. a d.vastatlng .(fact on llt ...atur. and
Ilbrarl.s In thl. country. It would take only a
very r:a .... ow ...adlng of the low. for In.tonc•• to
bon the works of 5aaufll D.lany. Joanna Rus.. The
Han loIho Folded HIII1S.IF by David Gerrold or
Inl.r"/e.. with the lIa."lr. by Ann.. Ric•.• lon8
with. ho.t of oth...... 11 known .cl.nce fiction
and fanto.y .uthor. and book•.

He.n.mll •• the d.bot. on the .ubject has
r.v•• I.d .0_ fa'clnatlng If frlght.nlng facts
about A.... rlca wh.r. llbra .. lon. or. facing .v.n
gr•• t.r c.n.orshlp p ..oblellllll th.n h.r •.
Fundalftent.llsts In on. city h.lI••ucc••d.d In
b.nnlng C.S. L....I••nd Hans Chrletl.n And.rs.n.
~~~~::~~~: ~ou.. chlld ...n·s I""sln.tlon should b.

A. on. compolgn •••1lS to b. f.lling. ana the.. g.ts
und.....oy. W. hall. just h.d on. bUdg.t .mlch did
not Impo•• V.... T on book. and llI.sozln••. but the
fIght to maIntain thot position Is only ju.t
beginning. The Eu..ope.n COIl\lllI •• lon want. the
"oll.....nt of all peopl.. good. and .e.. vlc••
th.. oughout the Europ••n COllllllunl ty to b. ( .... by
1992. ....nd that _.n. h....-ont.lng all t.x•••
Including V....T. Mo.t oth... EEC _ ..b.... Impo•• VAT
on books and magazln••. at .. at •• thot In .0...
pl.c•• go a. high as 381:. Tha COlllllll •• lon h••
p.. opo.ed 0 unlfo ..m t.x on .11 books .nd
publlc.tlon. - Including .Il1011 cl .. culatlon
...gazlnes Ilk. HatrlJt, Veclor, Focus and Papertnlck
InFerno - o( b.t .... n t:l and 9:l.

Th. c:.mpalsn agaln.t the t.x I. l.ad by
tho•• count .. l.s which do not h.v. VAT on books.
1~.lend, Italy. Po.. tugal .nd Brlt.ln. Th.y .rsu.
that the .f(.ct on Ilb..a .. l.s••mall publl.hlng
o ..ganl.atlon. (11k. the BSFA!). school. and the
...adlng public. A detall.d .conomlc onalysl. of
the cost .t"uctur. o( publlshlns In thl. count .. y
co.... t.d out In 1get wh.n • VAT ..at. o( 15:l wo.
flr.t p.. opo••d ....v•• I.d th.t It would hav...ol ••d
coV." p"lc•• by 20~. c:ut d.mand by ••1..11 ...
alllOunt, .nd ...duc.d the dlv.... lty of tltl••
publll~h.d. Those count .. I •• wIth high t.x ... t •• ­
F .. anc••nd G... lleny - o"Su. on tl,. otha" hand th.t
the app.tlt. (0.....adlng do.s not .pp.... to hay.
b•• n cu.. bed by the tax.

Th. campaign 0saln.t the tax th ..oughout
the EEC IS b.lng I••d by The Eu.. op••n Co...IU••
....galn.t Toxlng Book•. which Is h.oded by U-.berto
Eco. outho.. of The Ha..e o( Ih. Ro••. Th. Co_1 t t ••
con b. contact.d In thl. count .. y ol 19 B8dfo..d
Squa.... l.ondon WCIB 3HJ.

F r I•• n.w p ..of ••• lonal mag.:ln. d.voted to
ho o f.nto.y and SF, and the (I ... t I •• ue will
app In July. It will b. 68 pag.s Ions, In full
colou.. and p.rf.ct bound. ond will b. publlsh.d
.ve.. y othe .. SlOnth .t a cov... p .. lc. of £2.'0. with
o ...duc.d ..at. for n.w sub.c .. lb..... Th. p.. lnt run
I. 20.000••nd half of the ....g."'ln. will be n.w
.hort .to.. I •• with the t d.vot.d to f.otur•• ,
Int.rvl.ws. n.ws .nd vl.ws cove.. lng book.,
fll .... TV .nd vld.o.

F.ar will b. the (I t v.ntu... outsld.
the cOmput ... field of publl.h N.wsfl.ld l.td.
b.st known fa ... the .IIlOg.zln. Crash. The .dl to.. will
b• .John Gllbe.. t •• fr•• lenc. journoll.t who
p..ovld•• (II ...nd vld.o n.ws fo .. B.. ltl.h F.nt.sy
Socl.ty publication•. H. I. cu.. r.ntly finishing
his fl ... t nov.l, • ho.. ro.. t.l •••t In the wo.. ld of
o"g.nl ••d c .. l ond d ..ug d.allng.

Gllb t. 26, b.II.II.s F.ar ... p.....nt. a
n"w conc.pt In the fanto.y/SF lIlagazlne m.rk.t. "I
wont the IIIOs.zlne to hay. populo .. appe.l wIthout
Insulting ...ad.r.' Int.lllg.nc.,~ h. soy•. "We are
.1.. lng fa .. the b.st tn d•• lgn, the b.st In
.dlto.. l.1 cont.nt ••nd the be.t In .dll.rtt.ln8
.xp... tl .....

Sub.c .. lptlon .nd g.n ol .nqul .. I ••
.hould be ••nt to; Denl •• Rob t.. PO Box 20.
Ludlow. Shrop.hl .. e. SY8 lOB.

SAVOY BOOKS .pp to b... Ising f ..om the g .. av.
onc. -or•. Th.y pl.nnlns to publl.h • trio of
Mlcha.1 IIoorcoc:k book•. Th. (I ... t will b. the
cOIlpI.t. J ..... y Corn.llus comic: st .. lp•• .mlch h.v.
n.v b.for. b••n S.th....d tog.th... In on. volu....
Anoth will b. 0 r.p.. lnt o( Moorcock·. R.treat
From Liberty pamphl.t, possIbly with oth ...
allt ... lal. Th. third will b. a book of Int."III.w.
with Moo.. cock. conduct.d by Colin G....nl.nd. on
the 'ubJ.ct of how Koorcock writ ••.

NEL hay. b..ought the Isaac As/llO" Pre.enl. I ..p .. lnt
to B.. ltaln. AI dy .. popul ....... 1•• In A..... lc •.
the tltl.s I.ct.d by I,a.c AsI..:>v ond
G.ntn Dozol •. Th" .... 1•• pr•••nt. nov.l. by n.w
writ Th. fl"st to .pp.... In this count .. y I.
Through Darke.t America by Heal Bar... U Jr.

Heanwhll •. NEL .r. also going to publl.h
the p.p.rb.ck .dltlon of Interzon., The Second
Anthology. which opp.a ...d In J'lo .. dback f ..o .. SIK:lH
AHD SCHUSTf.:R I.st y••r. Publlc.tlon d.te I.
Augu.t.

Ma.. ch l.t .ow .n unusuol all.nt In l.ondon: '00
publl.hlng wo.. k.... ma ..ch.d th .. ough BloolllSbury to
p..otest .t tl1l1 e ..olilon of union right. I" the
Indust .. y. In the light of rac.nt ch.ng.s In
publl.hlns. wh...e • f.w big no now cont ..ol
large Int ...n.tlonal ...pl ..... the I S. cOllponl ••
hav••t ... ted t .. yln8 to chat l.ng. unlo" 0"8anl.ln8
.. ISht•. Paul Healyn s ...v.d nottc. I.st y.a .. th.t
the ag........"t. InvolVing HEINEMANN. HAMl.YN and
H£THUEN would t ..... ln.e. on N.w Year'. Day. COLLINS
halle wlthd .. awn NUl n.gotl.tlng .. Ights. MARSHALL
CAVENDISH I. to chang. It. "8.. e .....nt on .... p .. ll 6 .
And HODOER I. trying to ...st .. lct Its og........ nt
with the NUJ. Whll. PENGUIN has ... fu••d to
n.gotl.t••0_ clou••• Involv.d In • r.c.nt pay
n·80tlatton.

N.w book. due out In Ame.. lc. this y.a ... which will
hop.fully b. finding thel .. way ocross to B .. ltlsh
publl.h...s b.for. too long, Include sam.
pa .. tlcularly _lco", tr•• t ••

Philip r. Dick fon. not only have
.noth... non-SF nov.l. 171. Bro••n Bubble. to look
fo .. _ ..d to. but .. Iso Volu_ One of 171. S4tlected
L.tters or Ph/lip Jr. Dlc• • dlt.d by TI. P~rs and
Paul Wllllo.as.

Th..-s M. Disch .lso hal two book.
fo .. thcollllng. The Brave LlItle To"ster Goes 10 Hars
and SII".r Pillow: A Tale of "Ilchcran.

Frolll Se_1 R. Delany th....·s The Hot Ion
of LI6ht In "ter, 501. and Science Flcl/on ",....ltl"8
In the E•• t 1I111~. 1957-1965. .mlch I •
p ..esullebly a comp.nton pl.ce to hI. othe..
.. utoblos.. aphlc.1 book, H.a"erdy BreakFasC.

Isaec Asll8Ov·. PrelUde to Foundation Is
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to be tne lead title In tne n.w DOUBLED""Y
Foundation Books line.

lucius Sh"pa..d nas The Scalehunte.. ·s
B..autlrul Oa~hter; C.J. Cher ..yh has Cyteen;
Octavl .. Butler nas AduJthood Rlt"s which .. ppe..rs
to be a part of her Xenosenesls sequence; whll.
John Shirley follows up EcJlpse with EcJlp5e
Pen..bra.

Terry's Universe. edIted by B.th
Meach..... Is the best sort of tribute to Te....y
Carr. an anthology of original storl.s by the
wrlt.rs h. dlSCOyered or .dlted, Including leGuln.
B..nfo..d. lelber. Wt lhela, Sllve..berg. Lefferty,
Wolf ... Robinson, Swanwlck. Zelezny and Scholz.

Finally. Piers Anthony doesn' t just have
.. new nov.l, Robot Adept. but also an
autobIography IntrIguingly titled Blo or an CJBre.

NEW AHD FORTHCQMI NG BOOKS
MARCH- .... PRIL 1966

IClns or the 1furSos - David Eddlnss.

CORGI: The Dark Side of the Sun • Strata - T.....y
P..atchetl. The Hounds of God - Judith T..r ...

GOLL .... NCZ' Best SF Stories of Brlim .... Ald15S­
Brl ..n .... Idlss, 1?le Sly Lords - John B..osn"n. Ilona
Lisa Overdrive - Willi ... Gibson. Re/tJrl or Fire ­
Merjorte Br..dley Kellogg with Wlillaa B. Rossow.
Four Hundred BIJllon Stars - Paul J. McAuley, 1?le
lIIrxxIen SpaceshIps - Bob Shaw. Norstrilia ­
Cordwainer Salth.

OR .... FTON: Hitler Victorious - Grego..y B.nford •
Martin H. G....enberg <[dsl. The Street - Gerry
DOUflI ..s. The Cannibal - Stu.... t Kinder. Dad's Nule
- Me..c laldlew. BUS Jack Barron - Ho.._n Spln....d.
Th.. Unbeheaded ICing - l. Spresue de C...p.

HEADLINE; Sword and Sorceress - Me.. lon ZI_r
Br ..dley (Ed). A HorselJOatJn In Godsland - Claudia
J. Edwards. 1?le HI...od Hunt - Cha.. les Sheffield.
Ash Io'ednesday - Chet WIIII ..ason.

LEGEND: Falcons or HerabedJa • The Ruins or JsJs ­
Marlon ZI..-r Bradley, Stand on ZtJn:zJbar - John
Brunne... The E.plre of TI_ - C..awfo..d Kilian.
Eaprlse - Michael Kube-McDo.... ll. An E~ror for

;~~e ~~S;~':'I"~ Harry Turtledove. HuysatJn'. Pets -

MACDONALD: The Ha_r of tha Sun - Mtchael Scott
Rohan.

MORRIG .... N. The DIggins LevIathan - J .._5 P.
Blaylock.

NEL: ThroUSh Darkest AJaerlca - Heel Ba ..... tt J .
Val Jay of Lights. OJdober - Stephen Gallaghe .
NeJtt, After Lucifer - Dantel Rhodes. Ar..ln'.
Station - Jacl< Vance. A Blaclblrd In Aaber - Freda
Warrington. 1?le Touch - F. P..ul Wilson.

SIMON & SCHUSTER: The ,,*,ve...nt of Hountalns
Michael BIUIIIleln. Vacu..... Flo...rs - Michael
Swanwlcl<

UNWIN: Other VoIces - Colin Greenland. CJoudrocl­
Gar..y Kilworth. Aablent - Jeck Wo_cl<.

WOMEN'S PRESS: The New Gulliver - Es_ Doddertdge.
1?le Judas Rose - Suzette Haden Elgin. Bet_en the
Chin"; of the Io'orld ,,"chIne - Sar..h LeFanu. Bw;y
About the Tree of LI fe - Pa... la Zollne.

VGSF: The Tr.... of Swords and J .....Is - C. J.
Che.... yh. In the Valley of the Statuas - Robert
Holdstock. Sorceress of the "'Itch Iobrld - Andre
Ho.. ton. The Space ,,"chine - Christopher Priest.""0 Coos Here? - Bob Sh..w. The TI_ Hoppers ­
Robert Silverberg. NorstrJlla- Co..dwatner Smith.

Eaplre the Sun based on J .G.

Ballard's novel. written by To. Stoppa..d. directed
by St.v.n Splelbe..s. and with Sill lard hllMllllf
llppellrlng In a walk-on part. has just received Its
Royal Prellliere In london. It I. olso g .. therlng
excellent revlaws frolll Brltlsh critics: D.rek
Melcolm In the Gu.. rdlan dasc .. lbes It ..5: .... 1Il0re
cOlllplet. fliln than llny on the {Oscarl Sest FIIIII
1lst. M but. of course. It wasn' t nOlll.lnatad.

Meonwhlle. Sal lard recently revealed In
the Sunday Times that .IIlany of his other books haye
had flllll options on them. M.. ybe after the success
of this flllll. sOlle of those (111ftS will nOw be
lllade.

Sisourney Weaver. who Is only lIIaklng a cameo
appe.. rllnce In Allens 3. will prob.. bly star In the
forthcollling AlIens 4. which wtll onc. agaIn be
directed by Ridley Scott.

1967 w..s Hollywood's biggest year. both In terllls
of box offlc...eceipts and the number of flllllS
released. AlIlOng fll ..... sch.dul.d for release In
1986 are;

Vice Varsa <based on the classic F.
Anst.y novel?) In which Judge Reinhold swItches
bodies wtth his II-year-old son. H! Again ha... e
slallar storyline with Geo..se Burns taking the
place of his college-aS. grandson. Out.r Heal.
featuring Jallles Caan and Mandy p .. tlnkln. ts about
a human cop ..nd ..n alten on the trail of .. gang of
murde... rs. Oead Heat atars Joe Piscopo and Treat
WIlllalll.S as a pair of de.,d policelllen gIven the
traditional 12 hours to find a killer before tnelr
condition b.co.....s perlllllnent.

Wrlter/producer Oeorge LUCIIS and
director Ron <Col;"oon) How.,rd offer WIllow. "
f.,ntasy adventure with Star W.,rs undertones.

Jerr GoldblulII Is h.,ylng a busy tlm6
Th"re Is a sequel to The FJy prolllised for SUmmer
r.lea.e. Mperhaps" star Ing GoldblulII. Meanwhl,e he
also st .. rs In two other flllll.S: In Vibes he "nd
Cyndl L"uper play psychic lovers .... rchlng for
.. the ultllllllte source of unlverSlll energy"; while
Eerth GlrJs Are Easy Is about hanky-panky b.. tween
"gnllrly extrat.rrestrlal dudes and valley Sir Is ...

As well as The Fly. other sequels In the
offing Include Th. Gods Must Be Crazy 11. The
Relurn of the Llvlns Dead and The R.turn of the
KIller Tomatoes.

Terry GIIII .. III·s n.w film Is a version of
The Adventures of Baron Mundlausan. which wI,1 be
app..arlng In ....merlca In the ..utumn. Klll .. r .,pes
run amok In Oeorge ROlllllro's new flllll. Honkey
Shines. And BJJJ and Ted's EXl;"ellent Advenlure
features tllDe-tr ..velllng kids meeting r.,mous
historical cnar ..ctars.

An archa.ologlcal find may s.ttle the controv.. rsy
st Irr.d up by F ..ed Hoyle ebout arch...opteryx (se..
"'72). A fossilised bird-lIke creature ..nd a single
feather 120 millIon ye.,rs old have been dIscovered
.,t Las Hoyas. Spain. Palaeontologlsts at the
HuseulII of Naturlll HIstory believe this relnforc.s
the authenticity of archaeopteryx. and .,dds
support to tne theory tnat birds evolved frolll
rept lies. Profeslior Ch..nd.... Wlcl< ..e_slnghe st Icks
to the claim that .,rcha ..opteryx Is a fak ... and
the new find has nothIng to do with It.

Two Alllerican cOlllpanl.s. Sp..ce Industries Inc and
Spllch.,b Inc. haYII announced pions to launch manned
"lIpace sh"cks" before N....SA's space station Is
ready In 1993. They'll b. u.ed by the electronics
and d"ugs Industrl.s for zero-gravity work. MOlan­
While. Russia will launch an unmanned spac"cr"ft
to Mars In July. It will cOllie to w!thln 100 f .... t
of Phobos. me.,sure the "tolllic composition of the
""oon. and l.,nd an .,utomatlc ...se.. rch station

.... survey shows that 1611: of WOIII.n and 2311: of men In
Srlteln belt.ve In UFOs. In .... lIIerlc., the proportion
Is ..round 5711:. The discrepancy ls put down to the
success of Whitley Strelber's COJlllllunfon. now out
In p"perback In this country. So lIIaybe we c.,n
expect to see .,n Incr • .,se In the elltlmllted 10.000
people., year who see UFOs In this country .,lone
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Competition Corner
WHAT SHOULD WE DO ABOUT THE

eo.patltlons? It's bec:o_ • source of concarn to
both Liz and lIly.alf that nO on. anta..e th••, yat
l •• t t1_ I dropped thalli the.. a ...... co-.plalnta.
CI ••rly. paople do want the coap<ttltlona, but It
's olao cl .... th"t .. lot of people a"an', act ...ally
Int ..... t.d In enterlne:. praferrl"! to try the
qulzz•• and than co~ar. thai ......ult. with the
published ans...... naxt 11_ a'-Ol,lnd. Otha.. poIop).
don't ant.,. Dacau•• they bolli_va thay hava"' t 80t
."ouall corract ans r. to ..11'.. It worthwhile. "
haort .. andlns atory chad ... racantly. of the
santlalll&n who topped ",II the sco.... In the laat
o;olllpotitlon, and than didn't .and In tha antry
bac;a ..... ha didn't think •..

It'. alao bacomlng Inc..... ln!;ly difficult to
find eOlllpotltlons which will plea.e the _Jorlty,
IIlOSt of the tim•. Quizzes s.em to So down well,
but lIIak. th.1II too easy and people cOlllplaln, III.llke
th.1II too hard and another Sroup of peopls
eOlllplaln. I' .. ea9t InS around for new Ideas and
hop. to bring a greater varl.ty of eomp.tltlons to
you over the next few Is.ue•. And for those p.ople
who've susgest.d that _ us. competitions
InvolvlnS puns, wordpl.y. and alluslnS
a_IS.llat Ions of tl ties. I .ppreclate the
suSsestlons, but b.ll.ve _. every tl__'ve
trl.d. the trickle of entrle. has dWindled to
Virtually nil. Unfortunat.ly, It ..... that p.opl.
aren·t Interested In t.lllng the Inltl.tlve. How,
If you were all to write and convlnee _
otherwise. I would be glad to do so_thins.

In the _antl_. I'. eon.lderlng the
po.slbility of dropping the prize el._nt of the
eomp.tltlon, and I.avlng It st.ply as an
.nt.rtaln_nt eaeh I.sue. Co_nts would be
gratefully r.e.lv.d. But before that ••d day. the
on.wer. to la.t 1•• 1,1•••• quIz. 0 Iittl. fiend
oeeordlng to ao_ eo__nta l·v. reeeived. The
point, Ineld.ntally. I. not to delllOn.trate who has
the mast knowl.de:e safely In their head. but to
a •• how familiar you are with the style of a
wrlt.r and then r ••eareh fro .. ther•. Anyway, ov.r
to Liz:

Th.r....re two entries for the Matrix 14
COlllp.tltlon. If you'v. never .ent In an entry.
pleas. don't be shy - I shen' t laugh at you If you
hev.n't sot thelll &11 right. and I lave g.ttlng
l.tter•. ae.ldes. you IIIlght do bett.r Ihan you
think, and .oll.body has to win that (5 book token.
Th.re will b. a prize thl. tille, beeause I' ..
f.ellng g.nerous, but If people don't ent.r. there
won't be on. for "'ueh long.r - go on, It's only 13
p.nee, llv. e Ilttl •. lntri•• 11'11. tl _ _ r. (rOlll
Dave Wood (45). ond P T Ro•• (4ID. I th.refor.
d.eler. P T Ros. the wlnn.r by a .hort h.ad.
Congratulations! The fa_d ,(5 booll tollen Is on Its
way to you.

I. The Nln. Billion No_s or God:Arthur C Clarke
2. Nightfall' tsaae Aslmav
3. -R.p.nt. Harl.qulnl- said the Tlekteoll ....n:

Harlan Ellison
4. Thirteen to Centaurus: ) G Ballard
5. Tillie Conslder ..d as a HeliX or 5ellll-pree:lous

5ton.s: Samuel D.lany
6. Th. Uneonquered Country, Geoff RylMn
1. Th. Flo_ring of the Strange Orehld, II. G

W.lls
8. Th. Cold Equ&tlons' To", Godwin
9. Dark They Were and Golden-Eyed: Ray Br.dbury
10. The Wound' Lisa Tuttle tin Oth.r Ed..n •. Re&d

It, read It!)
11 Ineon.tant Moon' Larry Niven
12. Th. Machine Stops: E M For.l.r
13. It'.a~Llfe:Jeroll\eBlxby

14. The Afrlean Quota: Ellzab.th Sourbut (W.. II, I
lI...Ul. sayan. or two were not so falllous. In
Gollancz/Sunday TllIIes SF Comp.t I t Ion 510rles)

15. Behold the Han: "'Ichael P'loorcock
16. A Llttl. Hight Flylng/D.rk ICarus: Bob Sh.w
11: Th. V.ry Slow TI_ Haehlne: Ian Wat.on
18: Th. Botti. Imp, Rob.rt Loul. 5t.v.nson
19, And J Awoll••nd FOUJ'ld "'. H.r. on the Cold

HilI'. Sid., J.lIle. Tlptr•• }r
20. Th. 5tr••t. of Ashkelon/An AII.n Agony: Harry

Harrl.on

MATRIX CQIIFETITlOM 15 - TIlE TRAVEL Tll:lVIA

An.wer the followIng qu•• tlons .s fully a.
you can. Always Slv. tltl. and author (wh.r.
applleabl.). POint. award.d at the judg.' s whll•.

Whal tl.,. traveller dl.cov.r.d that ha was
not only I'll. own fath.r, but his own IIIOth.r
0 .... 11?
In whose future world I. humanity dlvld.d
Into the Morlock. and the Elol?
In All Our Yesterdays, whteh three e:haraeter.
~~~:;~?back In time, wh.r. 10, and with what

4. Why did Jack Br.ton trav.1 In time?
5. Who goln.d • crucial extra day ~

tr.v.lllnS In tl.....nd how?
Who dlscover.d that the .ntlr. crowd eh••rln8
Christ'. cruxlflxlon conslst.d of tI_
tr.v.ll.rs?
Who•• talllp.rlng with the p.st alt.r.d history
ao th.. Spanl.h Ar_da dId wu. d.feat Ene:land?
n.s. I r •• lly _an that.)
Who we. Cr.yn, In wh.t .ra of our past did h.
.xl.l. and what art.f.et lI.pt his people In
po... r?

9 Who ru.h.d upwtl.n and downwh.n In lI.ttles?
10. By the .nd of the tl_ trav.1 .xp.rl._nt,

who had turn.d Into • blo.ted purpl. blob
with a larg. nu.b.r of p••udopods. and why?

An.... r. by the n.xt 1Illlilins deadlIne pl •••• , to:
Elizabeth Sourbut, Ho_ F.rm, Mer.by,
Stlilingfl •• t, York YO" 6HN

i~'}
~....
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MEDIA REVIEWS
R.vl .....d by Colin Bird

Old .ollleone _nt Ion Cyberpunk? Robocop Is ..
heady .. Ix of e nUlIIb... of 81""'lts end the hero
hlllSelf Is .. cOlllblnatlon of man end _chine, II
true erbore:. The witty scr••nplay evolved out of
the wrl te... ' Int ..... t In odul t comic boolls. The
"leuol atyle of the (11m 0 ..... '" lot to the ne..
8.n..... t1on of e:raphlc: sto"ytell ..... Ilk .. F ....nk
Mille,.., Dove Olbbons and AI.," Moore. The dlr.ctor
....... tt ....ct.d by the ' •• t paced script and th_
und.rlylng gritty .... 11 •• d••plte th.. (11.'.
fanta.,tlce' nolu....

The story Je •• t In Detroit, In an ..norchlc .. t
future which "II SF rSflS will b. ( ••111 .... wIth.
Th. pollee rc..c. , .. run by .. private cor-porotlon,

Members'

Noticeboard
Adv.r1lslng In the KoI..o.r's Hotie.board Is frea to
all _nt>.r. of tho 8SFA. Jt Is alao possIble to
h ..v. 0 repeat adv.rt .hould you .0 requlr•. You
ore waleo... to odv.rti •••hort _nts lists, It .....
for sola, r.qu•• t. for Infor,..tlon. panfrlands.
onythlng wtlleh ••••• reo.onabla •• te, although tha
adltor r •••r.... the rlsht to r.fuse ..ny
..dvartl ••_nt. All .ds .hould b. s.nt to Maureen
Porter, 114 Gulldh.. 11 St, Folta.tone, Kant, CT20

'"

a8SFABSFASSFA8SFABSFASSFA8SFA8SFA8SFA8SFA8SFI'IBSFAa. .
S Do you .nJoy eoll .. tlna? Foney giving a S
F Iitti. of your tl_ to th. 8SFA by h.lplng to F
A eoll .. t. Its ....g ..zln." at _lllng ••",,1 on.? A
B MellInl!l •••• Ion. tok. ploe••y.ry two 8
5 aonth. ot the Statl.tle. Depart_nt Anne•• Ot S
A Readlnl!l UnIy.r.lty, und.r the ...gls of lelth A
B Frlle...n. We ean't proalae .ueh beyond t.a or B
S eoffee, plu. an .ztra .cnth on your aub.erIp- S
A tlon for I!llvlng .. h ..nd, but It e ..n actuolly be A
B good Il,lh, you g.t to _.t oth.r BoSFA _.b<lr.. B
5 - Co_Itt•• _.b.r. or. 111'10"""' to eo_ and glv.. 5
A a h ..nd - ..nd you or. _king a valuable A
B contrIbution to the ro.>nnlng of the BSFA. 8
5 5
F H•• t •••• Ion I. F
/I. 4/5 .:T ....... _ 1988 /I.. .
S see you ther.? Contact Keith Fr.......n for ...rll S
I" Infor.... tlon <.ddr••• on In.ld. front COyer) I"
A A
aSSFASSFASSF AS SFASSFASSFASSFASSF ABSF /1.851"/l.8Sf' "851"A.

Al.BAc:0I'f 88'
SHQIrr STORY COMPETITlott

Tn.. (,la.15ow lIeralo. In conJunetlon with Alooeon
'80. IS .ponsorlng a co.petltlon for na...hort
story wrlt.r ... Tha Wlnn.r Will b. onnouncad. and
tne prize 0' .. naw "lIStr.d. will oe oworded .. t
Alb.. con, and tn. Winning story wi.1 t>e publlsl'lad
in tne H.rald·. Wa.kanCl.r ••etlon. Judges will
IneluCle o"'thor Ansus .cAlll.ler, l'Irl~ eoyc~ of
the (,l ....sow H.r.lll. and lJunc .." Lun n, ..utnor and
si C.rlttC 01 tl'l. (,l.ssow H.rold Entries !DUst be
s"'Oll:ltt.o by M..y l'tl'l to tn.... losgow H.rald. but
wr,t. Tor ..cra In'or .... tlon to Alo..con '1111,
£ourn"Wfl. ::>tlrl,nS Rd, vu..oertOr" "'O~ 2PJ.

th.. lugubriously titled O1llnJcorp. which needs to
cl.an up the cl"l_ .. at...0 that work Can begin on
e bll! redevelop_nt proJeet. Their first attelllpt
to I",prove the p.rforlQ.llonee of the wo.fully
outnumbered hUlllOn pollee Is 0 elulllSy drold. whleh
_lfunetlon. at a d.lII.Onstrotlon, ending the
upwordly lII.Oblle eareer of a wotehlng e>teeutlve.
the olternotlve Is Roboeop. 0 prosthetle body
e ..oltlng e .ultoble hu...n broln to eontrol It.
When Murphy Is blast.d by 0 I!ang of thugs the only
part of hi. body stIli allv. I. (:olneldentally hi.
brain, but wh.n Roboeop awok•• It has no _lII.Orles
of It. for_r life, Murphy's braIn haVing had Its
.eaery eros.d. The re.t of the IIIOvl. Is 0 wond.r
of .Ia.banl! .etlon a. Robocop el.ons up the
str••t. In 0 sUltobly vlolant ...nn.r. The struggla
to rId D.trolt of und.slrobl••l.ments Is
eount.rpolnt.d by Robocop's dl.eov.ry thot the
e.ntr. of the elty'. eorruptlon Is Omnleorp, and
In a sotl.fylng wrap-up, the ehl.f bod guy Is
d.f.n•• trot.d, ond Roboeop eo_s to t.rms wi th hi.
huaen .Id•.

-Buddlns ean b. a d ....g, SO I.t's review on •
..noth... •••torl •• on a r.sular b... ls for ",utual
eneour ..s._nt .nd f ••ob.ck. S.nd ,.. a story ..nd
I'll forward it to anoth.r wrlt.r and send you a
third wrlt.r's .to..y In raturn. You write your
co_nt. onto the text In pancll, ..nd .upply 0

on.-page .u.....ry of wh.. t you thousht, ..nd you turn
It ..ound in II _ek. OK?

i'li .Ct .. s the .ortlns offlca end gan.rally
aenltor the .It ..... tlon - It'il ba fun. Maybe ..... '11
.... t up for a b.er so_tl_. Tell your frl.nd.,
ond .and you... tori.s to, John Ouffl.'o, 24
Fordwleh Ris., Hartford, 5014 2.BEM

CALLING ALL N.1. SF FAHS - I b.t you didn't kno..
th.r. woe lin SF " ••oei.tlon n.or you? Well. If you
II ... In or n.ar B.lfost, th...e'. the Que.n'.
Unlv.rslty Sel.ne. Fiction and Fantasy Society,
though you don'T hOIl. to b. a .tud.nt to JoIn. W.
_et twle. a IIlOn~h on thursdoy. at the Student's
Union, and hold 0 conv.ntlon <Nlcon), .very y... r
In th. oUtUWl, at the unlver.lty. Membergshlp Is
£2. par oeod.lllie y.or. and 011 enqulrl •• should go
to tha Seer.tory. QUB SF"'F Soeillty, e/o SU
Building, UniversIty Rd, 8alfa:;t, BT7 IPE, from
whom further Informat Ion can b. obtaln.d

CONSPiRACY FAH ROOM PUBLICATIOH5

1fOtI READ ON - A C.ollaetlon OT Ree.nl
F..nwrltlns .d. Rob Han.an

THE STORY SO FAR: A BrI.f HI.tory of
FondOIll 1931 -1967 by Rob H"ns.n

PLATEN STORIES by Oliva L..ngford. " coll.cllon 01

O.. ve'. wrIting•.

[ ..eh of th••e publications eosts 1.2.

EMRYOItIC JOlIJUlEY eo..p. Graha.. l ........ A collection
r.pr••entins fan writing o ..er the l ..st Ilfty
y... r •. Prlea 1.1

"II the abo ..a it.lIIs ar. av.. llable froll "reS
PlckarsSll1 at 7. La..ranee Ra, South (:allnl\.
London w:.. Ch.qu•• Should ba ....a. paY"Ole to
Con.plr ..ey. lind thare i. a ;Iat rate 0; 50p
post ..se per ordar, no .... tt.r now .... ny or now ra..
lte_ you ord.r.

IMAGUfATIOf>I UNLUUTED - Saeond ll.t now ovollool.
Hany ••eondhand .1'10 n.w ravi.w p.. p.ro..cks for ... Ie
al rea.onabl. prlca., plu••al.ctlon ot ...conOlland
h .. rllboCk c.ont ..et: Mauraen Porter, 114 GuIldn,,11
St, Folk tone. ".nt. CT2." lES. Tllo.a who rae .. , ... "
list I will r.c.I"e tl'lls l, .. t ..uto.."tlc .. lly.
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The film works bellutlfully on ev.ry level.
tt's " juicy s"tlre, " moving "fflrlllation of
Ilb.ral hUll\llnlsm. "nd prlm"rlly. the hottest
"ctlon picture since the I ..st Indian.. Jon••.
Verhoeven has a refreshing light touch with the
dral1lllt Ic scenes, and the bl.sck-comedy vision of
Inner city life In the future Is rooted In the
famllt"r reality of tod"y. The crowning
achievement If the ftlm Is sur.ly P.t.r W.ller's
naturalistic performance. Hidden behind a 2!i-pound
casing, with only his mouth vlslbl. for much of
the flllll. h. gives the cheracter a gr ..c.ful
fluidity of llIOtlon lind a b.ll.vllbly stoic
expression. It Is a performllnce that truly
d.s"rv.s an O.cllr nomination, but admitting to
wilful enjoyment of a film like thl. probably
me..nS Instllnt dlslllissal frolll the Academy.

So",,, concern has be.n express.d at the
extreme violence In the movie, and It Is worth
eXllmlnlng the re"sons for Its Inclusion. If you
hllve to see" 'subt.xt· for .very ftlm, th.n for
Robocop. It's cl."rly dec"y, both mor,,1 "nd
structur"l, The film makes no valu. jUdg.ments
about the blellk future that It portrays lind the
brutal actions of the charact.rs are consistent
with the corrupt world that they Inhabit, Host of
the violence has the Imp"ct of a comic strip, you
adlllir. the dynamics of It lind It k••ps the action
of the film IllOvlng but th.re Is simply no time to
dlg"st the 'vlc"rlous nature of the thrill that It
gives. The vlol.nce Is p .. rt of the film's fr.n.ttc
puls" of activity. It's another form of kln.tlc
expression, "nd any unhellithy bond formed b.t ....n

1 heve been cOlNlllsslon.d to compile en
enthology of short fantasy stories sultebl. for
teenegers and young edults, by e children's
paperbeck publisher. Thlhs anthology, similar In
scope to Im"ginery Lends (Futura) .. Ill differ In
that 1 t will be composed, In the meln, of
previously published stories. not orlglnels, ..nd
the stories will ell bo by wom.n wrlt.rs. They
will usually be either In the felry-tal. or the
h.rolc: trlldltlon, and most of them will leed on to
novels by the seme euthors.

1 11/11 asking your help In treclng two of the
authors whose storl.s we would Ilk. to Include.
First, C L Moore. I heve copies of Bl"ck God's
Kiss, end Jfrel Meets Hilgfc. I would be Interested
In heerlng frolll a deeler with any other Jlrel of
Jolry stories, end from anyone who owns II. complete
collection. In ord.r to provide better
blbllogr .. phlclIl details.

Second, Pet Mcintosh. In the mid-70s she
wrote two storl.s for John M.. rtln's fenzlne,
Andurll • ..nd these were r.prlnt.d In The Yeer's
Best FlJnlesy Stories I !II 2. Their titles; Falcon's
H"t. and Cry Wolf. I heven' t seen eny recent work
of hers, but would like to use at least one In my
anthology. Does enyon. out th.re have e r.c.nt
address for Pat Mcintosh, or for John Martin, ex-

~=~~~~ ~Ofso:::;:;: They mllY stili be active In

As for the rest of the enthology, n.arly all
the stories have been IIlllected, and I do not wlllh
to r.celve eny unsolicited manuscripts or
photocopl.s. However, if any author, ag.nt or fan
hes e suggestion, you lIlay writ •. It mey come In
useful If there ls e next time

Jessica Yetes. 14 Norfolk Av..nu... South Tottenham,
London" NI5 6XJ

Lest y .... r I Joln.d the liS American N.. tlonel
Fante!>y Fen F..deretlon, with the Intention of
joinlne; e lot of their Round Robins 'RRs). Nine
months let.r. thll person In cherge of them wrote
back to say thet she wes not In fevour of foreign
members .Joining thelll b.ceus. of the extre .xpense.

Round Robins are the Cheep and cesu"l wey to
run e multi-person communlcetlon. much Ilke en epe

the IIctlons of the chllrllct.r. and the enjoyment of
the vle... r sugg.sts thllt memb.rs of the lIudl.nce
are unb.. l"nced lind dengerous, not the film.
Sesld.s. the picture and the vlol.nce hllve no
sub"erslve eff.ct, beceu•• peopl. ere laughing "t
them, just like th.y laugh at Rambo.

Robocop Is most satisfying because It melds a
serlou......ssag. with slick action sequ.nc.s and
laces the r.sult with a .elf-d.precetory sense of
hUlllour. DI.r.gard any non••nse IIbout Robocop
undermining our morel fabrlc, any radlcel
Int.ntlons the makers lIlay have had are Inchoate
and .ub....rg.d In the action. Just sit back and
enjoy th••dv.ntur.

TlHEWATCH - BBC 2, 3rd F.bruery 1988

revlew.d by Richmond Hunt

I DOUBT THERE'S MUCH CORRELATION
being an SF fen and wetchlng TV history
programm.s, sO many of you will hay. missed thiS
discussion on the pow.r 01 .arly radiO to
lnflu.nclI Its IIliten.rs. This Is a pity, because
th.lr c.ntrlll .xeompl. wes Orson Well.s' 1936 Wer
of the World. broadceost. With clips from the
programma, historlcel beckground end Int.rviews
with p.ople who heard th" broedcast liS chlldr.n,
the pres.nt.r trec.d the threads of ..hy the
prograJllnle hlld suc:h an .ff.c:t on Its eudl.nc•.

For those wtlo don't know, Welles "I'd e w••kly
redio dre"".. show In lete 1938, lind on the ."enlng

In practlc.. Insteed of everyone producing e
number of copies of the contribution In time for"
given deadline, eech person produc.s one copy of
their thoughts wi thin a we.k or so of the RR
g.ttlng to th.m, r.moves their pr.vlous lett.r
from the front, puts their n.w I.tter On the back,
end s.nds the bundle off to the next person on the
list. RRs cen work with bet ....n 3 end a do;:en or
so m.lllb.rs, with on. person es the Robin ""st.r
(RM), r.sponslbl. for k••plng thll RR moving
(rounding).

An RR can be on any subj.ct. In the NSF.
there seem to be speclellst RRs to discuss
Indlvldu,,1 euthors, lndlvlduel tv or redl0 •• rles
or partlculer branch.s of SF (such as time
trevel). Plus g.nllrellsed ons such as 'current
reeding'. Plus ones on the fringes of SF. such eS
Vamplr.s, and on.s for subsections of random ,;ueh
as FIlklng. Th. only British RR 1 alll ewere of Is
OrbJfer (run by Su" tholllllson for the BSFA) for
people Interested In writing fiction.

1'11\ Irrlteted by the NSF ettitude to foreign
members joining RRs S.cause of this, I em
Interested In g.ttlng the Idea of RRs going In
thlll country, but pr.ferebly on "n Internetlonel
besls. Someone hes to co-ordinate, and It might 11. ..

w.ll be m.. But I cen't "fford to fund the
organlsetlon .. 1 proc.ss. Whet I suggest Is this'

If you ere Interest.d In joining a pllrtlculer
RR or just Int.r.sted In the Id.a In general,
wrlt. to me. Tell me whet you are Interested In,
wh.th.r you ere willing to act as RM if the ones
you're lnterellted In get off the ground, whether
you ere Ilk.ly to be Int.rest.d In taking over 11. ..

Co-ordinator. Also, s.nd !iOp to cov.r ."penses.
and lIlentlon or copy this IIrUcle to enyone else
who you think lIley be Int.rest.d. When I hava
r.celv.d .nough respons., I'll make a list of the
RRs thet s".m to b. vlebl •. Including the name end
addr.ss of the RM. and enoth.r of any further
topics that ha"e be.n Ill.ntlon.d by one or two
people, end send this to everyone who hes ShOwn
Int.rest. I will esk the RHs to keep me Informed
of eny meJor chllnges In the RRs (such e. II. chenge
In RM, e"eryone I ... vlng. or It getting too big 10
meneg.) end I will produce en upd"te fro", t 1m.. to
tlllle (perheps 'luerterly) to anyone who still h"s
IllOn.y In their postage account. Let "'.. know what
you think

I e'" Joy HI bber t. of II Rutlllnd St. Hanley. 51 oke~

on-Trent, Staffordshire, STl 6JG. tel: 07BZ Z7107<
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of 31.t OCtob.r I'll. M.rcury Th.atr. comp.ny
dralll8tl ••d H G 10'.11.' r ...ou. book .....udl.nc••
througnout the US.... pantct.d. thinking that. UA1.
Mertl.n InvaSion wa. t ... lng pl.c.. It appe.rs
alt.r the .v.nt <although W.II.s d.nl.d It at the
tl .. ) th.t the broadc.st .... d.llb.rat.ly
concoct.d to b. Dell.v.d••nd rJ__ rch SOUSht to
.how how .nd why this wao po.olbl •.

Il.gul.r broadcasto by I'r.sld.nt Roos.v.lt .nd
Europ••n corr.spond.nts r.portlng the rio. and
aggr••olon. of Hltl.r had sot poopl. us.d to the
Id.a of b.lng obi. to h.ar IIIlf'0rtant world n.WS
al..,.t a. It happ.n.d .....udl.nc•• of that tl_ c ....
to conold.r the radio .s .1'1 accurat. .nd
Inf.lllol•••dtum of r.pld co_unlc.tlon. H.nc ••
navlng condltJon.d th.lIls.lv.o Jnto on uncritiCal
rec.ptlvlty. th.y ....r. tot.lly t ....n In by the
hoax. C.rtalnly. rh. War of til. Worlds i. a
po....rful book. anCl - onC••••1'1 - who can forg.t
c..ors. Pel'. ......rv.. llou. .nd cnliling .cr•• n
adaptation. C.rtainly W.il.. wa. a m..st.r
dr ...,atl.t. But the conclusion r ... ch.d ..bout the
prograllUn.·. frlght.nlng JlIlp"Ct J. that the
ll.t.n.r.trlckedth..... lv ••• hall.~ploc.d

tOO much tru.t In th.lr b.lolI.d radlo•.
......1'1 odd.d bonus the prograllUn. galle u. a

shOrt history of ... rly pulp and cinellla St.
unfortunll'.ly on. pr.s.nt.r lII .. d. the .rror of
s .. ying A_~/n8 b ..gan pUOllc .. tlon In 1921 (It w.. s
1926J Introducing 0 ...... 11 fla ... Into on oth.r... ls.
.njOyabl. ana lnfor .... tlll. docu..ntary.

DAM DIRE - Pilot or the Futur. by • Hugh Stun'

R.vi .....d b)' Roy Gr..y

Thlo cortoon strIp In Prlv.. t. Ey. r.pl.c.d
the .... 11 lov.d Battl_ For Britain by 'Monty
Stubblo'. a pollttc.1 ••tlr. loo.oly o.s.d on
World War Two. Ho.... • ..Ixtur. of slllll.r
ch....ct.r. us••1.lIents or Dan Dare. Sttlr Trek, Dr
l007I0 and Star .....r .. to k••p u. l.ughing. tr Don Dlr.
look. Ilk. H.II Klnnock. th.n )'ou won't o. tOO
• urprlo.d that hiS ....ch-.n...y I. the • Moggor' .
Oth.r ch.. r ..c:t.r. ..pp.aring ...gul.rly Inc Iud.
·8Iuoo. the Gut'. Or Who....n· ••nd ·plgoy·.

If .uch lines ao MFul1 .p••d ah.ad. r ..ct­
...a"p.r tiM. tthe '''lal!ll!lor' to h.r faIthful
·Tor••ns·) llmu•• you. th.n you .hould find this
worth .. look. The .trlp i .. sO .hort that you could
look lit It In Smiths 0" wh.r.v.r, wIthout .ctually
sh.lling out 50p for the whol. lIlag .. >:ln•. This I••
naw uo. for the SF mod f .. r .. I' I know, .nd I
.. Ill .ur. It ... 111 .arv. u 11 untol the 1991
• I.ction.

RED UW"'RF oy Rob Grant ..nd Doug N.. ylor

TAI.,JN';;' ":'VEF< THE SLVT VAC...TED 8Y THE
occ.olonall)' Int.re.tlnl!l Il dull Slar COP$. R.d
D_rl u••• tn. sa... o.to whll. ott.lIlf'tlng to
Introduc. 'nuaour' IntO on SF •• ttlng - not the
.asl •• t 01 t.sk •• flllI.n the ov.r.....nlng •• If­
l ..pOrt.nc. Of the fI.nr. You' II S .. th.r I ...
unconvtnc.o of !'Ia••rs. Grant .nd M.ylor·. succe••.
Parnap. I .hould pr.face lily r .... rks by saylnl!l I
h.v. to S.t up .t 5. alll to g.t to work. W.. tchJnl!l til
.. It.r Sl.p. I...ves ... t.nalns toward. the
IIlndictlv. If the ne"t day I f •• 1 alsappoint.d.

R.a lJ_rl tall.o ptac. on .. tr ...p fr.lghter
;).OOWW y.ars In the futur •. Cr.lg Ch.rles 1. the
only .urvlving crew .....b.r - h. "'0. fro:t.n for
III-discipline _men tn. cat•• troph. occur.d ­
..ccomp.nl.d by a hologram 01 tn. god.wful prot Who
C.UO.d the radiation 1... 11. .ny.... y. ..ne the
o••c.ndant ot Ch..rl •• · c.t, Fr.nkenatein lth.
r ....on he w.s Iro:t.,n in the r , ... t plac.,. Such Is
tn. COIIIIC Inll.ntlon of (;rllnt ..nd Naylor thai 011
tnose 1lI'II.nl .. O' mutation nay. aa.n the moggy
b.ccm. a :tOOI-.ulted h.pcal ..... Jonathon Ros.
mlgn'. put It. "uh v.r)' .unky". That "rant and
Naylor have absoroed Mitchnillflr I. obvioUS, .nd
tn.y .n .. r. "oam.· sublle at(IIUOoi toward. hu..our -

OUbtl ...s a rhino In h.at. W.II, It .,ad. olg Doug
a .lllIonolre .

Th. troubl. 10 th .. t Grant .. nd Naylor n.lI.
eloo ..blOortl.d m..ny of the 1••0 d... lraole cllch••
of cont••por..ry tv 'hueour' O.IIII.rlng a b ..n.ltty
In a Seou....cc.nt _Il•• It funn)' Icf. Br.ad). Th.
pr•••ntly ublqultuous Mr Chari•• -..g. alghtlly and
I.ughs .. 11 the ...y to tho b.nk <wh .. t 5c:ous.ro of
.y .cqualntanc. would r.g.rd as e r ... l joll••.
Wor•• than the 'octln8 by ••••phor.· .tyl. adopt.d
by the c.st I. the g.n.r.1 • Engl toh_n abro.d·
.ttltud. to_rd. d.ltv.ry. Any, ond .v.ry. jo". ­
.nd I uo. the t.ra loo•• ly - ..u.t o. d.llv.r.<1 at
I ••• t four tllll.S, ••ch ti_ "'r. slowly .. nd In a
loud.r voice. Thl. 1•• t.chniqoM lIluch o.lov.d o~

I 0"""".1'1 t rlcon ohows bUt es for .... I f •• 1
patronls.d nd I h.v. tnts odd t.ndency to fael
ansry wh.n "", patronl ••d. Ho..... bout you? So...
Ide. of the .tand... d of ... It In the show Can b.
found by the .ndle.o r.p.tltlon of the ·._6h.ad'
jok. I? L.nny 8ruc. dl.d In 11011'1. it .eems.

R.d Dw",rf I. another .xa..pl. of the 88"'.
contemptuous .. t t I tude tow.. rd. SF and hulllo .... r wh Ich
80•• out.ide the n ..rrow confln.s of conv.ntlon.. l
.Itcom. IC .. n anyone t.ll .,. ...hy th.)' p .. ld good
mon.y for the e".cr .. bl. Tr..c.y 1I11..an SllooP,l Red
dwarf '.1'1' t SF. R.d Dwarf lon·t funn)'. R.d d .....rf
ought to h,,". b.en tlbort.d b.for. conception. R.d
Dwarf Isn' t ..nythlng .xc.pt a c:ow pet. Th.r. ma)'

b. 00.,. who think standing up to th.lr anlll.o In
It _y do th... SOIHl good, but th.y·v. prOb"OI)' sot
tha odv..nced Int.ll.ctu.1 .qulplll.nt of tnos.
r ••pon.ible for It.

Prison Shtp Stsr Sla_r Sh••r Entartalnment.
Producad oy Jack H. H..... I•• Fr.d 01.1'1 R.y.
Wrltt.n oy Mlcha.1 O. Sony•• Dlr.ct.d by Fr.d 01.1'1
R.y.

R.vl .....d oy John I'...k.

If you con think of • scl.nc. fiction cllch.
th.t do••n't crop up In thl. vld.o, th.n It' •
prob.. bly not h .. ckn.y.d .nough to b. a cllch. y.t.
Thl. tak.s th.. t soft po..n .t ..ndo)'. .. wo_n's
prl.on••nd transport. It Into .p..c •. Oth.r than
th.. t It·. the (orlllul .. eo all!lht b••"p.ct.d .

Ludlcrou.ly o.xy and h.lf-dr.s••d f.lII.l. i ..
tlrr.otad on .. trump.d up c:herl!l...nd finds h...... lf
In the .tor sl .._.r. Th..... h.r h .. rd-bltten f.llo ...
prloon.rs In ... Imil .. r .tat. of undress .re rul.d
by • .1ldl.Uc wllrdr••s .nd the el(pected cute
drold.. or cour... the on.-h.nded 1IIIIain
r ••ponslb'. for our h.roln.'. IlIIprl.onm.nt lII.ka•
hlo oy to the prl.on .hip. Cu. for .I(tra
punloh nt, torture and ultllllat. r.b.lllon.

Along th.. w..y .... g.t John C.... rodln. In a
c ....o e judge...nd ... Ido Roy popping up •• a
tortu r - though n.lth.r both.r. to ..ct. Which I.
Ju.t ..0 .... 11 slnc. the .... 1 of the c: ... t .outh
th.tr lin•• by rot., adding ...n..rl or .. I ••r If
the .c:rlpt c: .. II. for • ..,Uon.

The fll ....ctu.. ll)' looks good, the sets ..re a
ot.p above the u.u.l c.rdboard. .v.n If the
ch .. ract.r. aren' t. But the plot h... no Int.rnal
cOn.I.t.ncy. Ilnd to be ..,st Iy .. 1'1 ."cus. to
8.t Ih. gtrl. Into ltu.. Uon whtch proml •••
tltll.tlon. th.n r.ll. to d.llv.... Even as .oft
porn It foils fl .. t.

Of cour.e I' .. b.lng ov.r-s.rlous: thl. I •
_ ..nt to be .. wild and .....cky .cl-fl co_dy. But
though the pr.ss r.i.a•• _1'1.15•• to t ..... the plo.
out of It•• lf quit. nlc.ly: -Hunk Hordlgon. the
ultllllat. In Int.r-gal.cUc h.lltosls M

...nd a
h.rolne who Is Mblond., o.autlful and oer.ft of a
full w..rd"oo.M; the film Its.lf falls dlslll&Jly to
rl •• to th.t lell.l of wit. Th. wrlt.r ond dlr.ctor
..... aole to •• t up .ituatlons th.. t could b.
funny. out .. re unabl. to carry thelll through to ..
r.al I .. ugh. Thay .. r. not h.lp.d by .. c .. st notebl)'
l ..ckln8 In SUbll.t)', but the .. e I. no evid.nc. th .. t
any of the ..ctor.......ctually r.citlnl!l ollluoing
I In ••. The pUbllclt)' sugg•• ta that It 10 b•• t
..... tch.d with a f .... b r ...rt.r the pubs h,,". shut.
I wouldn't recolllml!nd tchlng It ..n)' oth .. r tim•.
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ThePeriodic 10ble

When writIng for Info....... tlon about conventions,
ple...e enclo•• an ••• for the ...ply. Most COnS run
on II tight budget end things Ilk. this ...... elways
eppre<;loted. If you o"e running .. <;onventlon or
know of one whleh I've .. I •••d, pl ... "••end
Information to the editorial add ...... All listings
are fr ... , and will continue unUI the convention
ha. t.ken piece.

2nd 10llGR£SS[ DEI PtlAII'fASIE 11-15 ....y: ....bershlp 350M
enW1nl!l, Contac;t, [reter Deulsdler Fantasy Clu.b.1"f 1311 ~

&390 PUN'" I,w..t Ger_...)'

1lFP CC* 19M 27-)0 M.y. Metropole IIot.l. I,",~: CCIIItKl,
Mrs II. r y.)O \Iood<;ot. Hou_. Hltc:hln. 1*"1., $4 9'T1.. A
St.rTr.kcon tlon

cc.c;llEGATE 10-12 June, Peterbor-OUl!ih Moel House IIolel; C..... t. ­
Terry ProlcheU!Bob Sh...; Heebershlp: Slipponlna L5. Auendlna
Lll.oo. Cheque payabl, to eonve15at. 88; Contac;t: Chris Ayru, 67
Ayrnlll"lvI,StenllrOlUld,Peterborough.

AUlACOl '88 29 JIIly - I AUllusl, Central Hot.l, GIUIIOW: GIl.. t: C
J Ch.rryll: M••~r.hlp: Att.ndlnll liO, SIlPportlnll £5; Contact:
Aiboicon '&&, Bllma.,n. Stlrlln15 Rd. DwoDerton. GBO!. 2PJ

a-DIE 5~7 A"'.!iult, Oxford PolytKhnic: Gunt: Terry Pratdlalt:
Me.~""lp: Support~ U, Attendlnt £9; Con\act: c/o Ivan
Towbon, H... Coli"'!•• Oxford, OXI J8H

IIl11GAROlDl - The 198B [l,lrocon; l().U Allllut, Budapest
Conr.......c. Centre; G"",t. not yet announced. Ilnb.,.,hlp: 'US 50
In CIl"Cler to A.t hafiI c .....r ....cy to HnMe. v..t ...... lI ..... t.;
Contact: Kqarian Sf Society. 1'0 80" 5U. H-1374 Budapest 5,

VDlCOI - Unlcon 9: 19-21 AU8.... t. lCtna Alfred's CoII"8••
Vlnc,,"t ; G"",t.: P.lrld TlII.yl MId\.H1 de Larr.belCl,
Il••ber lp: Attendtna Ul Supportlne: 14; Con\act: IIlno;Qfl. II
lIullandSt,Hanl.y,Stok...on-Tr.nt,!iI'15JG

IIOlJICOllII-Th.46thliorldcon: 1-5 Sept••ber, Ifew Or leana, LA;
Gunts:DonaldAllollhttl./ROlj.rSI... :M••ber.l'Ilp'1I9.upport lni
Ilntll UI1I88 Atl.ndlnA £45 until U1118B. Contaet: lIn(!a
Pld..r·1I 11l ,7aLAwr.ne.Rd,SollthEallnA,London,W54XJ.

POll1lI£UUCOIl &II 2-1 Sepl••ber: Port•• lrll>l'l, /UI V.I... Conl.aet
Sb: of One, PO 8oll: 66. Ip.widl. A Prlson.r eonventlon. All
outdoor .~t" rr.. (nc.pt for ...... 11 hot.l toll to non­
r •• ld.... t.), Indoor ...... t .. open only to Slx or an.
•••ber.(PrI,..,..... ApprlKl.tlon S<x:1.tyl....berahlp LlO per

PAIlS SIIII LA FVT'lIR 22-25 Sepl••ber; ta Malson de 1.lIIlltalll...
P.rl... fr...c.;Ila.ber.... lp:2ooff,Corl\act:llay.ondAude••rd.118
A••nue d. Stal!n8"".d, 92700 Coloabel.. FrMe•.

Support Ins _oato.ra raeatva all prosra.s raporta of
tha eonvantlon. tha prosra_ book. b ..dge ate. b""t

,c.nnot .. tt.nd the conv.ntlon unle"" they eOnv.rt
to full or .. ttandlng melllbar"hlp. A prograss raport
IIlve. you Infor .... tlon on the progre•• of the con,
ho.. to lI.t to the hot.l ..nd tha eurr.nt ll.t of
memb.r •. Th. 1I0r••ophl.tleat.d contain .. rtlel ••
or .. rtwork by gu."t" ...nd oth.r contributor•. Tha
profp"__ book "upplla" a t IIII.tabl. of evanta, ..nd
additional ••planatlons. Introd""ctlons to the
S""•• t •• te. Tha ao.t .Iaborat. ora zln•• In th.lr
0 .... rlSht. and worth lr.aaplnS' You pay ... tt ....dlr\8
_.aber.hlp If you Int.nd aolne: to the eonv.ntlon.
It I. poaalbl. to conv.rt fro. auppo.. tlna to
ott.ndlns __b.r.hlp. S.n.rally by p..ylng th.
balanc. b.t ....n the two.

Pr.-support1ns _mber.hlp I. .. ••oclot.d with
eonvantlon blddlns, which oce""... fo...uch thinS'
a. E".tarcon•• Vnleon. and Worldcon.. If yo"" p..y
p ...-.upportlns _.barshlp you .. re showlne: your
.uppo.. t fo.... p ... tlcul ...... tt••pt to win tha bid
to p""t on .. conv.ntlon. You·r. 01.0 p..ovldlng
fln..nc. to fo .. the bid. fo .. publlelty ..nd blddlnll
part I ••. l( you.. bid win •• yo",,' 11 find th.. t your
p ..e-suppo.. tlne: _mb....hlp I. d.dllct.d r .. olll the
.uppo.. tlngl .tt.ndlng mallba .. ahlp. Som.. tl ..... ev.n
tr yo"" .. bid loat, the winning co_ltt.e 1lI0y do the
.80..... b""t thl. I. not ..n ob.olut ...ul •.

m'lAalIl18 - Annual8t'Ua Group eon.....UOll; 4·6 Ilov••ber. Iloyal
""Sus IIot.l. 11,..1J'tSl'Iaa= Guest: G.rry Ulvorth: Mea.bershlp: LlO
(f15 OIldoorl,Con\ect:llovecOll lB. e/o lernla Evans, 7 Gr_
AYe1I..... AcocksG..-..81,..lngh... 8277UY

COIlTaIVA.ICE- 1989 ... ltIshSFCon..... tlOlllEaat...o;Qfl;24-27 Mardi
1989. J.....y; G..... t.: Anna IllcoGerfray/lll John IlarrlsonlAvackln
Cf,rollllob Manaw.; 1II••~""lp: Att.ndl.... Ll5 s..pportt.ng (8:
Contact: 63 Dr..k. IId.C....ulngton.SIlrr.y

EIIIIOCOII, Republic or San M.... lno. Con\act: Ortanlslng eoa.ltl.. ,
CIO Adolfo Morgant!. VI8 Cf,ppelllnlni 11.47037 Rlmln!, Ito I)'.

1lOREIISCOIl11I· Th. 47th Vorldcon: 31 Allguat - 4 Sapt••ber,
Boston; Guens: AIldr. NortonlBatty' Ian bllantlnefTha Stratl!.r
Club: Contact, Colin Fin., 28 Abbey Rd, Coabrldfie. CB5 eKCI

cc.'ICTD - The Uth Vorldcon: 23-27 A.utlt 1990. The Kegue,
Ilolllllld; G..... ts: JOII ~ldeaanlWoIfA"'" J..cttkelllal'l')'
IlarrlsonlChel_ Qutr.> Yarbrol Andrew Port... ; Me.bersltip:
AltendlngL37..50,Support~£l6.Chlld..... t9 (trunclarll In
1990); Conl.al:t: Colin fine. 28 Abbe, lid, Ca.abrldfie. CB5 ellQ

~23-25Sapt ••ber.Ballardcantr•• PI,.OOJth;G..... I:
latherlna l\lI'"tl: R"'!latr.. Uon: £10 for the _~end, £!) par d.y C0f4VElfTl0f4 HEWS
until EaSI.r, than U5 for the ....~end or (7,50 par da),... Iso
10llr 9~ lI: 4~ ..... : ConLKt: c/o III Cornall. I Glen_III. Avanu.. Compl led, with COIlm.nt., by Nau....n Po.. te ..
Plyaouth,DeY<lf'j,P1.3511L

COIlSCRIPTIOIl 24-25 Sapt••ber, Cobden Hotel, Blr.lngna.:
H••barshlp: Att.ndlnll £10, Sllpportlrlll £6. Pr.·con publications
£2: Contact: Henry Ilalen,B lI... t Ava, Wlllthllll .. tOW, London,E17
9Of!;Acooventlond••!gnede.peclallyfortho$. involv.d In. or
Intsrasl...:lln.conventlonorllanlsatlon.

COIiIC£RT 2B-)O October. Grosvenor Kotsl, Edlnbul'Ah. ConLKt: Jett.

~~:"t1~.llar"lson Rd. tdlntNqlh. EMil ILT. fll•• TV In.plred

VOllUl fllJ'TlIS't' carvEJn'1C* - 28-30 October. R.aKa Inn, L.or>de-t
Wast G""," J.... Herbert. Il...ber.... lp Alan<1l"l U5 until I
Jul)'...upportlng Ll5. Conl.al:t. World fanlu)' Con...... Uoo. 130 Park
Vlew.W••bl.,.1l1dcll..u.1IA96JU

EASTERCON 1990 ~ th.ra or. two bidS to hold
the 1990 E... t ...con. Contravention .. ra bidding to
hold the 1990 Ell.te..con In Nottinghllat. at the
Albany Hotel. Thalr eOllllllltt •• comp.. l.e. K.vln
And.r.on, John fairey, Paul Kincaid. Chrl •• I.
Pellr.on, Lindo Plck ...sglll, "nd Naur.en Port ...
"'noth bid. ruao""...d to be call.d Easte..ncon but
I'", pot aho.. t on Infor,ll"tlon, I. being _d. to
hold the conv.ntlon in Blr.. lngh..m. u.lng th.
Cobden Hot.1 ..nd .. nearby conf ....ne. c.nt .... Th.
Co.... ltt•• fo .. thl. bid I. LI ...nn. Norlll.l!ln. Stua .. t
Andrews. Hel.n McCarthy, k.n Slat... ..nd Doug
HeCall""". Th. bidding will Uk. pl ..ce 01 Ihl.
y.er's E..st.rcon - Follycon - end the ra.ult$ will
be announC.d In Ih. next 1••1,1. of Halrl1t
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Bridget Wilkinson would Ilk" to "",ke lIn
"ppe,,1 through the p"ges of "'"erix for lII.. t"rl .. 1
for the second Issue of Consequences, the ~Ine

whiCh seeks to ch"rt the hls;tory of conventions.

.... ) Con reports; of old Or recent cOnS (we

used melnly old material to give the final
product 1II0re cohesiveness, we h"ve .. lot of
1II0r.. recent, high qu"lity "",terl,,1 In
re.erve. It just didn't fit.) These _y be

~~~~~:~ed, unpublished, from recent or old

b) Con anecdotes, either written down or
given verbally .. t a spe.d at which we Can
t .. pe or make notes On them.

c) Letters of cOllllllent, particularly any that
give uS " le"d on further sources to s""reh
or Intervl"w, or correct uS where we got
something wrong.

d) Verb,,1 leadlO on new source., If given at "
speed lIt which we c"n t .. pe them.

We "re p"rtlcul .. rly Interested In lIleterlal on the
.I"tle•. ThiS "ppeers to be very thin on the
ground. We are now working to a cert"ln e"tent In
coll"bor"tlon with Rob H"nsen who Is looking for
m"terl"l for an upd"te on his history of British
F"ndoll\. W" will pass on "ny m"terl,,1 we think he
might find useful. Any f"n~lnes w" are given will
be don"ted to Vln¢ CI"rke'. collection. Any of the
abovtl will g"t .. copy of .. dn, 1/2 In exch"nglil,
1Il0st ~Ines have .. t le"st one fr ..glllttnt .. ry conrep In
them, but we /Jre Interested In the old ones too."

Bridget can be cont"cted lIt: 17 Mimosa,
Rd, London, NI~

Me"nwhlle, more news from those Ind"f"t Igabl"
con org"nJsers In aetf"st, th" Queen's University
SF Society. NICON 88 Is to be held over the
WfI .. k..nd of 23-2~ Septwemb..r, 1988 at the Queen's
University H.. lls of Residence, rather th"n the
Student's Union. Attending membership wlll be £~,

non-attending membership £2.00 <p"y"ble to
'NICON' Guests will be announced at Follycon, "S
will room r"t"s (not more th"n £10.) Tr"vel
det"lls will follow In Progress Report I.

Further det"lls from QUB SF&F Society, c/o SU
Building, Unlv.. rSlty Rd, 8elf"st, BT7 IPE, NI.

From the ,. .. me address, det"lls of the NICon bid to
hold the 1989 Unlcon In Belf"lot. Pre-supporting
membershIp Is £1.00.

MICilOCON Exeter Unlver .. lty, 27-28 F.bruary 1988

EXETEI< UNIVERSITY SF SOCIETY HAVE BEEN
running MJcrocon lor eight y."rs now, ra~ely

"ttr ..ctlng mOre th"n " hundred attend.... s, but In

vl ..w of tne Succ.ss of this y .."r's convention, w.
ll'lay b. h .."rlng Olore of It In th .. (uture, The
conv..ntlon suff.r ..d from lll.pses In org..nlfi"tlon
but with so r ..... p.opl. pres.nt, this merely
cont,lbut.d to the Info~"""l f •• l of the w••k.nd,
elmofit ..s If the p~ofesfilonals h .. d d.clded to me.t
tog.ther ..nd the f ..ns h"d b ..en invlt.d "long to
participate In the g.n.rel COnvJvl"l1ty "nd
.. lcohollsOl. Th. panels, t"lks end Inte~vl._ w.r.
In e less th..n s.rlous veJn, but wh..n you've got
Terry Pratch.tt, D"v.. Langford, P"ul Barnett {"kll
John G~"nt>, N.II Galmen "nd lain Banks In the
sam.. room most of th .. tll1le things ar. unlikely to
r.IIl.. ln serious for v.ry long

Pr"tch.tt, who looks set to b. s ••n ell over
the country In th .. n .. "t tw.lv. months, had the
audlenc. roiling in the aisles with his opening
spe.ch. He gay. us h1s I,~eve~ent ..nd w1 tty
thoughts on the occul t ",t of word prOC.SSlng;
p~oving to the tot .. l s"tlsf ..ctJon of hiS IJst.ners
th.. t to us. a PCW one hIls to b. tralnsd In the
arC"n.. and IIl",!!/c"'l lor .. of cotipuspe.1I ..nd "ble to
s.e the funny sid. of losing half of your neICt
novel. As .. 11 f.long SF flln, Pratchett hes been
wlllting for future technology to l ..nd on his desk,
It's just .. sh..me non. of us h"ve any Ide" whet
It's supposed to do now ..... have it. (How true! ­
Ed.l Terry p~ .. tchett finished off the cOn on
Sunday ev.ning by readJng froll Sourc.ry, the f I (th
Olscworld novel (pUblished In the n .. xt few months)
and Pyramids, the SIXTH book. Don't set c .. rrl.d
aw"y now, he h ..sn't ev.n finished it yet - It m"y
be up to two years befo,e It se.s; print.

Dave L"ngford ~epe.. ted the apocalyptic review
of 1984 SF, Th.. oragonhlll..r'. Guide to BattlefJeld
Cov.nant at Dun.. '. Ed8e: Odyssey Two Not so
toplC.. l now as it W"S - still, it contains .nough
wicked s .. tlr. to ch•• r up ell thos.. who've w.. d.d
throush the "SF blockbust.rs" or, even worse, had
copies rail on th.ir to.s:

"G.t your moth.r to t"ke you out" were Paul
a ..rnett's fl~st words, address.d to his own
d .. ughter, just berore he started hiS double-"ct
with Oave L..ngford, entitled Paro<lles. In the n.ICt
hour .... w..re treated to SOO'le ente~telnln8, if
risque. sto~les th"t cert"ln world f"mous "uthors
fIltlJhl have writt.n for Al.x 5tew"rt's new
"ntholog1', Demon Lov.rs. 5t.w"rt, who turned up
une"p.ct.dly for the con, was not seen to be
un"mus;"d, "Ithough he did c;ontlnu.. lly Insist th"t;

Th. hlghJ Ights of the w••k.nd ........ the two
pUbliC; Intervl.ws, one with 1"ln B..nks, the other
With Nell Gelman. Having been mello_a by .. trip
to The BrldBe, .. 10c,,1 pUb, Sanks discussed .. t
I.ngth his early works, what his bOOks "re Ilbout,
"nd wh.re his wrl t Ing IS going. We found out, ,or
lnst"nce, th .. t before The wasp Factory h .. wrote
several unpubllsh.. d str"lght SF novels - one of
the re"sons he h",. "Iweys considered himself .. ,. "
genr. "uthor, Gal"",n WIlS supposed to discuss
Comics on a panel with Fox and Chris Bell, but due
to progr..mnlng difflcultl.s, this Item was put
b..ck .. d ..y lInd the two artists .....r. no longer
av"llabl •. No probl.ll'l, N.II just c .. rrled on by
himself and was so Int.r.stlng th"t even this
cynical ett.ndee h .. s begun to find nlmself
sympath.tlc to these funny picture books.

Why did 1 start by saying th.. t Mlcrocon m"y
b. m.. klng " n"me for Itself? If you h"ven't
alr.ady notlc.d, there w.re .. n "wful Jot of 5F
n"mes present; I haven't even O'lentloned Col,n
Greenland (The Serious and Llt"r"ry Panel), Diana
Wynne Jones ~mlm...rtlst e"tr"ordlnIl1r,,) or F"y
SIl"'pson ~SF "nd Fant"sy In Cnlldren's BOOMS), or
I .. n P.mble, or II cert"in Director of the BSF.... A
tradltlon"lly provlnc;l .. l, n ..y p"rochlal, con h"s
suddenl)' "ttr"cted .. lot of gu.sts, Thuse guests
decl"red th"t they h ..d enJoy"d th.ms; .. lves
illUllensely, unhllll'lp.red by s",,,n,,s of f .. ns. The f"ns
enJoy.d having on.. "uthor .. "ch ~well, one b.tween
s.venl. Everyone h"d fun. Everyon.. will prOb.. bly
co"'. "g"ln ....nd Isn't thllt how good cons evolv.?
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By Rob Meada.

SOME READERS MAY HAVE HEARD THE WORD
'tor-eObl.' u.ed In dl.tant conv.r.ellon. al the
W.llingion _ellng In LonClon. or _y hev••••n I I
d ••crlOlng a worll.hop In e convantton progra ....
boo~. To .any, ho....v.r. the word .. I II ••an
oO.olut.ly nothing A dlctlonar-y d.flnltIOn.
should on••XI.t ...Ight r.ed:

dr-obble /droOl/ I a .tor-y .xactly On. hundr-.d
wor-d. In l.ngth .. lth up to flft ••n oddltlonol
word. of tltla and .ubtltl., 2 0 gr-oup ocllvlty
wh.r-••uch .tor-l.s er-. wrltt.n ond th.n clr-culot.d
for- r-.edlng by .och por-tlclpant, 3 baco_ or ..aha
dlr-ty and ... t with "at.r- and Mud

Th. t.r-II "as or-Iglnolly tok.n fr-o.. a Monty
Python .hetcn - 0 gr-oup of p.opl•• It round In a
clr-cl. and the flr.t p.r-son to flnl.h a novel
win•. The flr.t go.,e of drabbl. wos pl.y.d ot the
beginnIng of tt", 19th c.ntur-y. Mory Shell.y won
"ltn Frllnllan.teJn. and Poildor-l co""e .acond with
Tha Vompyr.. Tne Orebbl. In l ts pr•••nt forll
.velv.o In the .orly .Ightle a ...an. of
h .. r-III ••• 1y p ...slng tn. II ..a a ..ong b.,. of the
Blr.,lngnom Unlv.,.lty Scl.nc. Fiction Socl.ty.

What <10•• 011 tnl. have to do .. Ith you?

Well, In F.brua,.--y 198~••o_thlng celled Th.
Or-abble Project wes dr-.amed up by llly•• 11' ond Devld
61010 •• (my pa,.--tnar In crllll.). Riding high on th"
succe•• 01 hovlng pr-oduC.d fifty pnotocopled
Dooklel. of on. of David' ••no,.--t .to,.--Ia•• and
nevlng ..aneg.a to •• 11 t ..anty of th r-e
wonder-Ing wh.t to do naxi. A coll.ctlon of
Dr-abbl •• saa_d ih. obvious .t.p. We declo.<I to
appr-oecn both a ..... t.u,.-- and pr-ofe•• lonel outhor.
wltn tn. al .. of bringing the two together- In one
vol urn•. My mantal Il\eS. of the coll.<;tlon at the
t lm. wes of .. nOtner- .haklly photocoplad. h ..nd
.tapled boo~ lat, cont .. ln l ng tan to t .... nty
O, .. bbla.; p.r-n.. ps on. or- two ·n ..... ' .. utho,.-- •. Th.
DrIlOtJJ. FrOjerl was pUDI,sh.d In nardb.ck on Apr-II
I.t Inis y••r. <;ontalnlng .x .. ctly on. h ...no,.--.a

orobol ••• wltn p.r-hap. thirty ·na... · autnors. A.
you may gatn.r, thlng. got r-atn.r out of nand.

Tn. Project trunOI.d along fo, two yaor.: Ro!!
Payton at Andrcu.ad.. Book.hop g .. v. us con.IO.r .. bl.
encour-.g.ment in the .arly day. and asslst.d with
".llln~ to .utnor-•. We I!eln.d r- •• pon••s f,.--om Brian
Aldlss. Rob Hold.tock. Gane Wolf., and ... ny of ou,.-­
fr-I.nds and a ••oct .. t.s. David r-.C.lv.d stor-I ••
DV.r- an .I.ctr-onlc conf.,.--.ncing .y.ta., n...as
.anaglnl! at tn. tl_. Slo.. ly. tha flow of lIal.rlal
1!.. ln.a 1aO...ntu... and following a pa,.--tlculerly
.ucc.ssful wo,kshOp at FJFlaen.on, It b.c .... clear
thai .... might collect enough mat.rlel to, publlsn
on. hundr-.d Or ..bbl ••.

My tl"". at 81r.,lngna., .nd.d, and l -.eved to
London wher-. 1 ... t ROIl."-- RODlnson at tne
W.lllngtOn. Roge,.-- put for-war-d tn. ICI.a of
publIshing tn. OraDbl. Pr-oJ.ct coll.<;tlon Ihrougn
B..:r:on PUtJJlcaIJOnS. hi. fannl.n publl.hing nou.e.
Sine. a pivotal per-t of tn. Proj.ct ..... It.
Intention to b. non-pr-oflt.aklng. fan publishing
we. our- obvlou. outl.t. With Rog.r-·. exp.r-tl •• and
his wiliingnes. to assl.t with fundtng. we felt
...... u,.--ably IlOr. ..cure In ou, .xpandlng
.nt.rp,.--I ••.

Aslaov s.nt a story. clo•• ly follow.d by
L.r-r-y Hlv.n - w. ha<l .uppor-t frOID two big A_rlcan
na_. - plu••any otn.r- p,.--of.sslonal ana am.. t.ur­
autno,. who r.pll.d to ou,.-- I.tt.r-•. It Deca...
c:1 ... ,.-- that nothing I •• s th..n a sl'lOll nar-ab..<;k
puDllcatlon WDulo D. ju.tlfl.d by the lIIet.rlal
On. hundr.d and ••venty Or-abbl ...."lv.a In .. II,
ono .... c:on.lder.o It tl ... to call a h .. lt. From
th••• , ...... lect.d one hunared .to,les: a mlxtur.
of unpubll.hed autnor...no ·na"".' autno' •. Eac:n
.u<;c:e•• ful contr-Itluto,.-- to th. bOOk will ,.--acelva
On. copy pe"-- sto,.--y. In tn. spirit of tn. original
Drabbl. go.....

I won't glv. a full list Of ou,.-- cont,.--Ibutor-.
he,.--. - It J. up to you to oJscov.r- tn. bOOk
your •• lf anCl d.Clo. what you think. Th.n~s to
eyer-yon. wt'IO suDlIltt.d a or-aDbl •. W. couldn' t nave
aon. It wlthout you.

(Fo,.-- fu,th.r- d.talls about The DrllODJe Projerr.
pr-IC. £~. <;onta<;t a.ccon PUblications. 7~ Ro•• lyn
Av.nue. Ha,.--old WOOd. E•••l<, RM3 OK,,1

Fire & Hemlock
lI.t. I don't wont to ••nd out my own c:opl ••.
R.vlewlng hll:; b••n .porodl<;. I'm wo,.--klng on It.

Campi 1.<1. with <;o.......nt., by Maur-••n Port.,.--

Flr.t. a coupl. of point. Br-Idget Wllkln.on o.k.d
me to clarlfy the ayallability of Consequenc.s.
for which s •• the conv.ntlon n .... s.ctlon. I al.o
omltt.o the conta<;t add,.--.ss fo,.-- Ranc.lman, not .0
long ago. and I t il~, G,.--aham lng, II Ha..k C 10••.
Stubblnglon, Hants. POl4 35W

J .... t Ilke to dr-aw you, att.ntlon to the ent,y
unda, Genii Loci. Devld Hugh•• Is v.ry k.an to
."pand the cl,.--<;ulallon of hi. Zlne. and would
welcol!le 1llOr-. sub.crlb.r•.

A senzlne (g' u.ually has mor-. than ona
conlrlbutor. content. Includ. ar-tlcl ••• r.vl.ws.
f lc I Lon. l .. tta.... A per~lne (pi usuolly has one
autnor. conl.nts var-y A clubzine (clls produc.d
by a sroup 0"-- .oclety, containing a mlxtu,.--a of
It.... Medla~lnes I .. ' ondFlctlonzlnes (f) .. r-e
...,If-.xplanator-y . a. a,,, critical journals IC')
and ,.vl .....,ln•• (r-l Anything .. Isa I. probably
Indef lnllble j) ·Th. usual' Itu) va,.--I •• , a l"tt.r­
of cOllUl><!nt 110<;). a contr-Ibutlon. the proml •• of
elltoer ... :;talllp Trade ...on. th.lr zln. for your •.
I'v. cod.d aa<;h .ubject, to convey mOr ..
Info,matlon In a small a .pac•. R.vl.w copl ••
alway. oppreclated. though pl.o••••nd two copl.s
If Paul Klncalo 0"-- ..y.ell ar-. On your m.. llln!!

ABATtOIR .1/4. S,.--yan 8a,.--,.--.tt. POB 520Z. H..ywa,d.
CA 94540 • Lucy Hunt;:lng.,.--. 2215-11 Ka,k.t St. San
Fr-anclsco. CA 9.114. USA. (JOint p.r-;:In./tul

ATU XVIII .19: T,eyor Mendha .. , 30 Ur-quhart Cour-t,
109 Par-k Rd, e.<;k.nham, K.nt BR3 lQL Ip/tu'

AUGURIES .7.&' Nil< Mo,.--ton. ole Angle•• y Rd.

~~;::~toke. Go.port. Hant •• POl2 2EQ ((/!lOp p.r-

TKE BIG Sl.EAZE #4 T.r-r-y Fr-o.t. GPOS 180&. Sydn.y.
2001 Au.tr-alla Ipltul

THE CAPRICIAH "1.2: Chrl.tlna L"ke ••• W••••x Av•.
Horfleld. Brl:;tol. 657 OOElllllon Ed..or-diD, l
Br-a"he"d Rd. Tho,.--ntonhall, GI".gow, G7. 5AQ
(Joint p.rzlne/tu)

CIVILISATION REVIEWED' Mlk. Goulo, 10 6r-ayb,00t>.
Orton Goldhay. P.t.,.--borough. PE2 OSH 'pi lU'

DREAM MAGAZIJlfE .I~i; T,.--.vor Jon... I Rav.n:;no•.
GOdll/l.nCh.ster. Huntingdon. PEl8 eDE (f/l Issu'!
~~~;;.•• £~. 8 • £1O, Ch.~u",. payable to Trevor-
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A VEIIY BRIEF HISTORY OF TAFF

TAFF - THE TRANS-ATLANTIC FAN FUND - WAS SET
up to p ..o.ot. b.tt ... und.r.t.ndlns b.t ....n UK and
US f.ndo by r.gul .. rly ••ndlns fan. fro .. on. to
..ct bo••odo... to tho oth... , tho ••ndlnS ..nd
...c.lvlns fando.. alt...natlns .va..y y..... Ho.. did
su<;h a fund <;0_ .. bout In tho f Ir.t 0'10<;•... ? Hot
a•• t .. olshtfo..wa..dly o. you .ISht I"Sln.. In ..
w..y, It .. II atort.d du.. lnS Wo.. ld 101.... two .

Th. fon:tln. d.s... vlng .ost c dlt fo .. holdlns
toS.th..... e.. ltlsh fondo••c.tt d th"ough tho
.... med fo ..<;•• 0 .. tolllnS .way .t vo .. loua fo..... of
p ..clfl.t •• rvlc. w.. a J MI<;h•• 1 Ro••nbIUIII'.
FUTURIA.N WAR DIGEST. In tho O.<;.lIIb... 1941 lssu. 0
R S.. lth, .. p"olllln.nt Brltl.h f .. n of the d.y,
sugg.at.d •• ttlng up a fund to b.. lng Fo.. r.at J
Ack.nun ov.r to e B.. ltl.h conv.ntlon .ft... tho
wa .. , o. a woy of th..nklng him fa.... II h. hod don.
fa .. e.. ltlah fondolll du.. lng thot tillS. Thla w..a the
fl ... t tim. the Ideo h ..d b••n rllla.d. Ack.rlllon
d.clln.d the Invltetlon ..nd In.t ...d a.t up .. fund
10 ••nd T.d C.rn.11 <b.tt ... known ..a a Ilt ... tI .. y
tlg.nt In hi. lat ... y...... , but .. p"olllln.nt p".-Wtl ..
fon) ov.r to tho 1947 Worldcon. Thl. fund Woe
ch .. l.t.n.d the Big Pond Fund, ond f.n. on both
ald•• of tho ....tl ..ntlc .ngtlg.d In fund ..olalng
tlctlvltl.a, 0" <;ontrlbut.d dl ...<;tly to the fund.
But It took longe .. than .ltp.<;t.d to ..ala. the
_n.y, ond It ..oa not the 1947 but tho 1949
Wo.. ldcon whl<;h C.... n.11 .v.ntuolly ott.nd.d.

In the 1950., on. of the lDOat hlShly ...sp.<;t.d
fon ...... lt .... on both .Id.a of tho Atlantt<; wo.. Wolt
Willi ... By 1952 h. hod ol ...ody b.<;o_ .0 popul .... n
...._rl<;., .. lnly though hla ...gul ... <;011"llllO In the
fonzln. Qullndry, thot a fund o.t up OV." th....
.u<;c••d.d In o.ndlng hi .. to th.. t y.lI .. '. Wo.. ld<;on
In Chl<;.go. Th. following y..... , tho Clnn<;lnn.. ttl
F.nt ....y Group •• t up y.t onoth... fund, to ...nd
Ov.r Hor....n A.hft.ld, who woon' t tho lDOat
p ..o .. ln.nt of B.. ltlsh f ..no, ..nd ...... to hllv. be.n
<;ho••n for tho honour _Inly b.<; ..u.. h.
co.. r ••pond.d with th••. In tho .v.nt .....hfleld

f"ACTSHEET f"IVE .24, 25: Mlk. Gund.rloy,6 .... rlzono
Av., R.n.s.l.ar. NY12144. USA. A listing :tIn.,
Indlsp.nsebl. for zlna fr.oka.

FLASH '2: D.s Morris, 50 Kent Av.nue, Eellng.
London. 10113 8GH. (rQ) 20p

A FREE LUNCH '2: Mike Chrl.tl./Sh.rry Coldslfllth.
Ty-Llyn, Ll.ngors., Powya, Wal.o. L03 7UD (S'tu)

GEGENSCHEIN #'53; Erlc Llnd...y, 6 Hillcr•• t Av.,
Faulconbl"lds., NSW 2776, Aust.-.Il. <p/tu)

GEllIl LOCI '11: David Hugh••• 12 BI.llastone Rd,
Sialthwolt., Huddersfl.ld H07 5UQ <g/25p p.r
Issu.)

HOT WAFFl.ES '20: Phlll Prob.rt. 20 Birch t.r ...e ••
Blrtl.y. Co Ourho... OH3 IJl. <p/tu)

l.IP'3 Hoz.1 Ashworth. 16 Rocllville Or. Elllbs.y.
SlIlpton. N York •. <g/tu)

MAINSTREAM'12' J.rry Kouf ...n/Suzl. TOlllplllns. &738
lot Av.nu. 1'1101. S.&ttl., Weohlngton gel17 <g/tu)

MAVERICk '5, J.nny Glov.... 16 Avl ..ry PI ..<;e, L••do.
LSI2 2NP (gltu)

MEW t«X>M QU .... RTERl.Y '3 (f) I Is.u. £1, 4 Isoues f4,
e Is.u.s £7.50. Cheques pay .. bl. to Tr.vor Jones, I
Rov.nsho•• Oodm..nchester. Iluntlngdon. PE18 SDE

dldn' t t ..k. tho trip .0 tho CFG g.n.rouoly thr.w
It op.n to any oth.r Brltl.h fan .bl. to So. T.d
Ca..n.ll onnoun<;.d th.lr off.r at tho 1953 Brltloh
notional <;onv.ntlon, but oln<;. th.r. w...n· t .nough
tI_ to orgonls•• trip or <;hoo•• a <;andld.t., It
was d.<; Id.d to 1,1•• the CFG don.t Ion a ••••d .on.y
for a p.r_n.nt fund to h.lp US .nd UK fon••ttend
on. onoth.ro· <;onv.ntlon•. T.kln8 the 10111110 trip
.a In.pl ... tlon, tho b•• lc. of TAFF, tho p.r...n.nt
ayot•• of flnan<;ln8 tr.n.-Atlantl<; trip. and tho
org.nlootlon n ••dad to ...11. It oalf-ou.talnlng
_ ... h .._r.d out ot the 1953 convantlon.

Th. flr.t .o.t-to-_.t trip wa. h.ld In 1954. but
the wlnnar. Vine: CI.rk., .... unabl. to t.lI. tha
trip, .0 tho IDOn.y alr ••dy coll.<;t.d WOe h.ld ov.r
until. n.w rae. could b•••t up. This was .t"8.d
In 1955 .nd was won by K.n Sul_r. Th. ftr.t .... t­
to- ••• t roc. was .tag.d In 1956 ond won by L••
Hoff ...n, who .v.ntuolly doclln.d the t .. lp olnC.
.h. woo g.ttlng mer .. l.d .nd would b. tr.v.lllng to
B"ltoln on h.r hon.ymoon. So the fl ..st AIII... lc ..n to
mok. the trip und.r the ..u.plc.a of TAFF woe Bob
Madl., In 1957. AIIIOn8 tho•• who h ..v. made tho trip
.In<;. w... tho lot. T y Co .... , lIa lIIuch r ••p.ct.d
oa e f.n ..0 h. w p ..of.a.lon.. l edlto ... Th.
mo.t ...<;.nt ........rlc.n wlnn.r wa. Ja..nn. Gomoll who
ott.nd.d the 198? Woddcon In Brlgnton. In the
thl .. ty-rlv. year•• Inc. TAFF wo. s.t up, llIany hay.
..ad. tho trip. and tha fund na••xpand.d frolll
b.lng .Imply a UKIUS oparotlon. to .1.0 In<;lud.
Europ•. Th. flr.t <;ontln.nt.1 fan to win TAFF, To..
Schluck of G.r_ny, _d. the trip In 1966.

TAFF ts .upport.d ant 1".ly by volunt ....y
contribution'll, con.I.tlng of tho rae pold by f.n.
who vat. In tho roc., don.tlon. fro. conv.ntlon
proflto, .nd .an.y r .. l.ad .t auction. and by ..ny
oth.r _ono tho fund .dmlnl.t ... tor I. obi. to pull
0((. Tha fund I. ad.lnlat.rad by tho pr.vlou.
wlnn f ..o.....ch .Id. of tho AtlantIc. hi. or h.r
t ndlng wh.n tho n.ltt wlnn.r t.k•• ov.r. Tho••
who .t.nd ror TAFF ar. nOlllln.t.d by fon. on both
.Id•• of the At I ..nt Ie. and ar. u.ually cho••n frolll
0lDOn8 those who h ..v••hown on Int.r.st In tho
oth.r f ..ndoa, ond who h.". partlclp.tad actlv.ly
In both, usu.. lly th..ough tha _dlulll of fanzlna•.

THE SCAHNEfl '1: K.vln Lyon. '" Chris J ..mes, Flot 4,
kln8.1lI.r., Coronation lid, Cow•• , Isle of Wight,
(III. "'f I par losu•. <;h.qu•• poy.. bl. to Christopher
Jellle.)

SECAHT '3: Gr.g Hill., GPOB 972G. Melbourne 3001,
....u.t .. oll ... <g/tu)

SFERICAl. ABERRATIOH '2: RIChmond Hunt. 51 Don.s
Rd. Ex.t.r. Devon, EX4 4LS (pr/.altorlal whllfl,40p)

THE SPACE WASTREL ,&: POB 428 RI<;haond, Vic 3121.
Auat ... lI •. (g/tu)

TASH '3: TollUllY F.rgu.on, 60 Molro•• St. LI.bu.. n
Rd, B.lfoot BT9 7DN (p/tu)

THE TEXAS SF INQUIRER '22: P.t Mu.lI.r,
W•• trldg•• Duncanvill., TX 75116. USA. <n/tu)

THTlE #'66: English .g.nt: Jo•• ph Hlcholas. 22
O.nblgh St, Pllllilco. London SWIV 2Efl. 10 Issu••
for £5. Ch.qu.s pay.bl. to • Thy... ' <Australl .. n n)

TII«ltl.E '4: Tim Jon•• , 20 GIII.spl. St, Oun.dln.
....ot.oro•• H2 <g/lu)

TRAPDOOR '7: Rob.rt Lichtlll..n. PO Sox 3D. Gl.n
EII.n, CA 95442. USA. <tul An 1••1,1. In Illelllory of
T.rry Corr. "dltor ond fon.
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NOVAYA ZEMLYA #1: Eunlc. P.arson. 20 Birch
T.rrec•. Blrtley, Co Durhom, Oll3 lJl. <g/tu)

PULP '7: John Horvey,
Surr.y SM' 3QH. 19/tu)

MATRIX 75

H.. rrow Rd. Corshel(on

VILE ANCHORS '3: Simon Poll.y. Fl&t J, 1'2
Woodsl.y lid, Leed. LS2 9L2. (p/tu)

WE8ERWOMAH'S WREVEHGE Vol :5 '6: J.on Web.r 6 Hill·
<;r •• t .... v•. F&ulconbrldga. NS .... 2776 Auotr&llo <p/tu)



Th.o... tlc .. lly. T....FF wlnn.r. wrIt r.po.. t of
th.l .. trip on th.l ..... tu..n <. p c.d.nt •• t by
W.. lt Willi •• though not .ctu.. lly qulr.....nt of
_lIIng the trip," but thl. t ...dltlon h ... f .. ll.n by
the w..y.ld. In r.c.nt y .......

T ....FF h... In.pl ...d _ny latt .. tton.. the _.t
proaln.nt b.lng DUFF. the Down und... F ..n Fund,
which op.r.t•• b.n...n Au.t ... 1 t ...nd the US; .nd
GUFF, the G.t Up- ..nd-oY... F.n Fund, which ope.... t ••
b.t_.n Au.t ... II ....nd the UK. but In. On. of
f ..ndOIll'. old•• t institution., .nd c t .. tnly It.
old•• t ch tty. It .. 1.0 ...... In. d ••• rving: of you..
• upport t ..nglbl••Yllbol of the link b.t ....n SF
f ..n. In the US and the UK. b.t_.n the two old•• t
f .. ndo... In the wo.. ld.

(It's going to b. too lat. to p .... tlclpat. In thl.
y ..... '. T ....FF ....c •• but If you wl.h to _k...
don .. tlon, of 1Il0n.y, 0 .. lII.. t ... I .. 1 fo....uctlon.
contact G...g: Plcker.g:III, 1 .. Lawr.nc. Rd, South
E .. Ilng. London, WS 4X]. HotrJ/Cwlll. of cou...... b..
.. apo.. tlng on the ...ault of the b .. llot. Don't
forg.t. O.. y .. Wood. aU" Ady... tlSlng ..nd Publicity
M.. n ..ga .. , L. on. of the c ..ndldat •• , .. long with
Ch .. l.tln .. L .. k. lind LIII ..n Edw..rd••• t ..ndlng On ..
joint tlck.. t ...nd Mertln Tudo ... - HSPl

....,.OTHEIi: BUMPER C.I(ClP OF RE.... LLY ]UICY LETTERS. AS

.".r, the .dltor "."."va. the right to .ho.. t.n ..nd
adl t latl......s n.c.s..... y, t .. ylng h ..rd to ."old
any nlnt of c.nso...hlp. Pl ..... r._ab... th.. t ..ny
"I...... .xp d he... tho.. of Indlvldu.. l
....o.r nd _y nOt ".p s.nt the "I.ws of tna
BSEo n o"g.. nl", .. tlon. Edlto.. lal co nts ..... lIy
0 ...... thougl'lts ..nd fe.llngs, .na the p .. o"l.o
..ppt I.S. unl ••• otn.rwl •••t.t.d.

Tn. d ...dll .... ior the n.xt Is.u. I.:

FR~DAY 20th MAY

On .. Ith tn. IHI..,. The poltc.g II stili doalnHIt<I by
In. Sl.~ of IIIe BSFA, 5c1.,IOlollY. and, of CCMJ..... So"th
Africa ..... larl .. Ito. l.n.. fr~ J... lclI Y.t.., a
Cnart.r.a IIbr.rlan, "no off...... pral ... lon.1 parspan"'.
ontll.s"l>jacto'/I-c"lt"ralboycott-.

J.sste .. V.. tes
U Norfolt A"e. South Tott.nh... , Londo... HI~

WHA1'EVEk WA.S ORIGINA.LLY INTENDED BY THE
"C.UL1·UIi:A.L boycott" of South A.f .. lc... It hll. In
pr ..ctlce b...n I118lnly conc .... n.d with .uCh .. I ......nt.
a" I tve enlert .. lnm.nt.; f.r>ou. perfo..m.r.;
n.tlon .. 1 sports t."IllS - With tn. 181pllc.tlon th.t
th. p ... ,o..... r (orgo.s On p"lnclpl. the f .. t f ••
WhiCh tn. S. A. go"e..n nt of f .... hillo/h.r ~c.us.

s/h. ...ius.. to p fo"lII b.fo... ..g".8.t.d
.uClI.n~.s By cont ....st. It Is the South Afrlc.n
go rn_n. ItS.11 whICh prDCtIC•• c.nso...hlp of
Ilt tu.....nd I ... i 0 ....... t 101'1. so tl'l .. t It would .....
to b. i 1 tOllic .. l fo.. It", oppon.nt. II.l.a.2 to c.n.o..
Ilt.ratu.... Th. ~cultural bO)lcott~ I. now Int.nd.d
to cut bOth yli, Out thl. I. nOnS...... If eppll.d
to Ilt .... tur s It would ....n th.t .... British
coulon't r."d .ny South Af .. lc ..n no".ls criticising
tn gl ••.•"en If th.y haa ~.n b.. nn.d In SOuth
,"riC na .lIuggl.d out.

(I" two y ..... s a80. th.r....... an atteapt to
.xt.na the bOyCOtt to books. Tn. London Bo.. ough of
l. ..",o.tn w..ot. to se".nty publlshe .. s to ••e ... t .. ln
tn.lr noldlngs in S.A. Int.nalns 10 ... fus. It.
lIDr ... I.s p .. r .. I •• ,on to Stoc~ book. by publl.h.rs
Wltn OIIIC•• In S.A, Th. publlsh.r••sk.<I tn.

;~:.II"'sh:;: tl":~:"t"·rou"'nd:~.::~~I;;:;~;:d~ ..~: :~;
r •• ,rlctlon,. on ire", Int ... n.tlon.1 t ....d. In book.
O.. t ..... r. all counl .. i •• "Th. suppr.sslon 0/ th.
pro"'.lo", 0' OOOks to cOuntrl.s with goy.. rn..enl"
wnlCI'I p ....ct:ce un"ccept.ole pollcl.s, of wh.. tev.r
persu.Slon, Is mo... llk.ly to coni 11'10 tho••
pc.llc: •• Inan 10 .mellorate th./I\ SUCh suppreSSion
woulo O.ny the e.lEien".' suppo.. t of td .... "no

\.\!rite Back

lnfo.._t 10... to those who oppo•• the pollc l ..s, ..nd
to the population .. t I ...g. In .uCh count .. l.s. Th.
.." .. liability of book. I. • •••ntl.l to the
.duc.tlon .nd .v.ntu",l fr ••dO., of tho•• who
oppr••••d.~ <Book•• ll .... 12/4/116, p.141l3)

Thl •. I thl ... lt. lI.k •• cl .... Ih.. t _ ..b....hlp of
the BSFA shouldn't lall und.r tn. cultu..al boycott
a. It .t ..nds .. t p .....nt. Our ~p"Oduct- I,. nOl •
ily. pe.. for ...nc. by • n .. tlon.1 th.",tre cOlap.. ny 0 ..
faaou ock ",t.r; nor a .... any .. oy.. ltl.s Inyolv.d:
and Co....unlc .. t. with Indivldu.. ls. not st .. t.
oHlclal •.

11.11, l.st tlllle lOla clo.. the corr"pona...c. on tnls
subjact•• ltho"'npeopl••ppa clnol tanotlca.So l.t"
try Oll.In. I thln~ the U nu coae to close thl.
corr..ponaanc•.

The .ubjacl of th.llSF,t, Itself I. hI' f ..all clylng clown .....
It.rt with. l.tt... frofto Nllt ,",or 1M, ..hos••urvey
provok.dsolluchcllIIllant.

Nlit Mo.. ton
48 Anales.y Rd. Aly.... tok •• OOllpo.. t. Hant., POl2
2£0

THE GENERAL TENOR OF PH IL NIC.HOL' S LETTER
SEEI'tS TO BE that Illy ..n.ly.l. w•• fl ...... d; h. w.. s
prob.oly .. Isht. fo .. I obt .. ln.d .. bout Il"'~ fa .. It In
lIy OU cou..... p...hap.....hould g.t this ·sur".y·
IntO p...sp.ctl".' I bag.n the groundwork In ",Id
1986, and fo ......... d.d • ".ry l.ngthy dOCUlll.... t, with
ann. x••• to the BSF.... b.for. Ch.. l.t ..... 1986. Ev.n
Ih.n It was obylous th.. 1 i ... - .....chlng chang•• to
the ..dnlnt.t ... tlon w.... in tr.ln. "I'd th.. varlou.
olflc.rs ha". contlnu.d to IlIp"ov. the ocl .. tlon
(.ccounts not wlth.t.ndl ...s: fA ... " _'ve d lt wltn
that sine. - Ea.). Th. p"oJ.ct w..s not •
.el_E/Fle .u"".y In the ••n•• th.. t it did not
... ly On Dny of the .tatl.tlc.l .... thodologl.S: It
........ st.t.d, .. soft .y.t./Ils app..oach - .UCI'I
soit .y.t ...... desc .. lptlons Inl'l.r.ntly Invol". the
pe...on",1 ..ettle.. th..n tl'l. teelJnfell' d.sc .. lpllon.
..nd thus t.nd to b. u••d MOSt fo.. • p.ople
.y.t....•. Th. _thod ./Ilploy.d quI ...a coll.ctlng
data frolS Indl"ldu.ls pe....o lly, ..nd ",. tl'l.
_Itt .... wo.. o end t.lephone. to build up a picture
0/ an Id... l .y.te",. t •• tlng It for sy.t.lllic
cont.nt, ..nd th.n cOIllperlng thl. Idellol with t"e
syste", as It st"nos. Th. dl.parltles between tne
two ",ay ...sult In • Ilstlns 01 "ctions fo ..
lJlpl.mentat,on, II I...n Inl ...pretell"e proc.s.
ana a ••"Ch Is CC.nC.,V.. OJ. th.t PntJ h ..s ""StaK.n
tnll. ,or d .. esslng up my yl ..... a .. SCI.nl It IC
.lndlng•.

The orlgin.1 ".port w"s v.ry long .... lth mo....
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;:::~~~r: ..~pr:::;r\aa""aad tvoarslt:: w;:c~~~nt~o the

aSF.... ao_ oT whiCh. undar.tandaoly Oec"use Of
length. has not be.n prlntad: ny Of tha polntar.
fo .. the ·.ignITlcont I ••u.s· _ contalnad in the
two-plus p ..g •• of quotations by the "e.pondent ••
whiCh "ere not prlnt.d. I woula lIka to say ..g.ln
th.t I ... gr.. t.ful fo .. the r ••pon•• to "I' orl/5ln.1
q ..... tlonn.. lr •.

If tha a5FA gan.rota•• nlgh.r prof lie, and
IS th.refore •••n to Oa nation.. l/tntarn,,'ionaJ,
than the concolllt.n' r.spon•• frail ....ny ...",bars
wIll be to project thams.l"a.... b.longlng to a
"no"," rother then on 'ob.cur.' orgonl •• t1on.
Corporote Id.ntlty I. IlIIag.-ltIllklna, prollloting
prld. In Oalng port of the corpo..otlon. wear Ins
the approprlot. ·unlfo.. ",': of cou... a ...a don't
"ant to go to tho.a a"tre",.s, but tha de.d B5FA
logo ....s .. h.lf-ha.rtad .f(o.. t In that dlr.ction.

The re.ult. wa... not the vi .... of the
_IID.rsnlp, th.y wa"e the vi.... (sult.O)y
.nc ..ps... lated) of 121. of the 1986 _ ..b....hlp, which
I. qUlta .. d1ffa nt be.st .ltog.th.... Tn.
.. e lnlng llS1. cl rly wara contant with 1.1'1.
&5F /co... ldn·t Oe both.rad/bell.v.a It w..s .. Can
.not as In convention! l/wouldn' t .p.nd tha prlc.
of 0 po.t.g••ta~ on tha B5F... (on. corr••pondent
Oalla".d ! wo ... ld h ..va h"d .. batta...a"'Pl. If I h ..d
• ant Out post-p.ld an".. lopes~ .nd c ..n't .. rgua .. I th
tn"l, though "I' b.nk ..... n ..g.r prob.bly wouldJ
E".n so. I do f •• 1 th .. t tho•• p.opl. who dlO
botnar to raspond, .. nd the collatins ..nd .. naly.l.
that fall ow.d WtJ. of .O..,e us. to lh. then n.w
Commille. of the BSF.... The po.t .ho... ld prove
Inst cll"l', b ... t tl"'••ho... ld b••p.nt on the
lut a: ond 1.1'1.1 I. whot the BSF... I" .u.. aly abo... t.

Thonks,Hlk.lwould Ilk. to point oul,on Ih.,UDjactof
• logo. tnn ...... on. Is curr.ntly bel",! d_Igned and
.. Ill lhen be u_on.I.t1onary••d".rU.tc.

"\.Idl of ollr I•• t col....n "as lak~ lip "Uh • Ion! and
d.t.U..:I l.tI... frOll Trevor Jon••• "hlc;h dr..... r_pon_
frOll our Co-ordInaU;r. P.III K1nc.IO. Tra"or no" re.pond"

Tra"or Jones
I R.van.noe. God_ncn•• ter. Huntlnl;don PEI6 ODE

I WAS'" BIT UPSET TO SEE PAUL STATE THAT I
~ COIllllI~~•• 1II.lIIb.rll 01 'polltlcol In­
.Igntlng·. It n. r ••<l1l Illy le~~.r prop.rly. ne will
I we. dOll'S no such ~hl",g. I ""S AalLiJl&. whath.r
thl ...... Il slill .. r.elor. It h ... b.an In the p •• t
• 0 Il does not •••1Il ...nr.oson.. bl. to Ill. to r.ls•.
Po ... 1 .... ys It no lo",g.r .xl .. ts. F.lr .no...gh, but I

~~~~~r ..~~e:l~cc:~~~~on~~ be car.ful about ",.. I<l",g

A.. to pollticol bla., Ill' dtctlona,-y d.fln••
bl ..s .. ,.. '·Inclln.tlon, dlspoll.tlon (tOW.rd.l,
p .. ajualca. inf )u.nc•. ~ Oo.s It I .. t? In the I •• t
t.'" ",ailing... how 1II0ny In.t ..nc r. th.ra of
Ind."loual.. crltlc1 .. ln8 tn. Cons.rv.. tlv.
P.rtY""o".rn_nttMrs Th.. tcher"?" How ••ny Inst ..nc ••
.r. th.re 01 ....ppo.. t for h.r on<l h.r porty?
P...nop. Mrs Thatcn.r I. Ina.f.",.lbl. and thl. I.
the ... plono'lon; howev.r, 011 r.c.nt opinion poll.
snow n.r wi 'h 4-50~ of "ot.rs· ....ppo.. t. Thl. I.
COnlll.t.ntly hlgh.r th..n tn. p.rc.nt ..g. s"'pport
ior Looo... r 0 .. "I'll' oth.r party. SF fon. might not
0. 'yplcol aT the pop... l .. t Ion. b ... , I c ..n·' bell.v.

~~~~~ ~~~aD..I1.Mr;o;••;~;t:":O~~~··11:·rt·O a;:. t:·~:r~
b.lonc.o oeDO'. In your p"g.s. I think thl. on.­
.Ioean.... I. ~ r ....on you cannot k••p "ollie
m.llIb.r. TOr mo... than 0 ye""r. Anyon. to the right
0' "en L '" I ngs ~on. 1. con. tan til' ..... d. to fee I on
o ... tco.t .. nO a lep.r. P I .ays thot the BSFA mol'
not pro"IO" what n 1II....b.r. .ra ."p.eting.
P... n .. ps It provld gre.t d.al th.y do ll21.
a .. p.ct ana thot 1. why their ...IIID... shlp does not
lo.t long.

I wollio Ilk. to .... batter 1>$1"",. 01 "1.... , bllt it til.
ton....r".tlve.upport""saa lJ>a ..at>ersnlpdon'l"rlt.
In, ".11 I c.,,'t publl.h their 1.11..... If peopl. I.....
l>a<:.,... tney , .. I llIVIappy .. IUt the 01•• , parnapo; thay
ShOulD 'Ir.t an_pt to corr""t It. I c.,,·~ recall

rec.I"1nll any I.tt.. "uppor~1nS til. Con..."atJ.... though
l<IOllldpubllstlthaalfldld.

J ...st a word .. bout ,h••dltorlol. You prof ...s
to be • n.1 th... Opposed to ."pan.lon or OppOS.d to
........ Inlng ot the sa..e l.v.I. M You ... k Y:lJt cart.ln
p.opla w..nt ."ponslon I think your anS_r to lI.n
Laka·. I.tt.r ..." ... Is your t .. ua opinion -.or.; yo ...
•• y 10.00(1 ••lIb.ra Is e plp.-dr•• Il, b ... t yo ... don't
a.y whyi 1 don·t 'hlnk H' ... plp.-dr.all .. t .11.
Jnterzono cl.11IS 6.000 r ••d.r. In It. I .. l •• t
ad"ortl.lng clrc ... l.r. (or a p ...bllcotlon hardly
d •• lgned to opp.ol to .. ilia udlenc•. If Jz can
get 8,000 Int t.d .. a.d why co ... ldn't a
broodly ba••d aSF gat 10,OOO? YO k us for
r ...sons - I thlnl< re .ntltl.d to yo s.

To finiSh th.n. h r. j .... t a f of the
.dvontos•• which I ••e f lOWing out of 0 bigS."
.nd mor. broodly be d aSF... :

1) Hor. __b.r n. -.0... lnfillence In ..an)'
.r••s. "'n o ..g.nl.atlon with t.n or twanty tho......nd
_ ..b.r. would wl.ld Inflnlt.ly -.ora clo... t th.n one
with 0 thou••nd. Pe..h.ps _ could e:at .. fol ... r
pr ...s If we had the po..... r b.hlnd ... s th.t .. I.rg.
__O.rsnlp would bring. Wh.t Is tha good of
.t .. )'lng ..... 11 If no-ona IInows .... r. 'h.r.? tOr or •
the co..-ltt•••11 hop.l ••• Int ..ov.rt. who don't
w.nt to be not Ic.d?)

2) Mor. "'.IIt>e .. S n. 1I0.. a c .. "h. Yo...."1' In
yo......dltorlol thot ~yo can h.". proj.ct••ny.... y.
IIllk. thalli •• If-flnonclng.~ Th.n. In yo... r .nS".r to
K.n Loke'. I.tta.. yo ... s ..y ".llch m• ..,oer 01 the
<;o_Jtte. h So..,a p.t p .. oj.ct for til. BSFA whlcn
I. b .. lng fr strat.d by .hs... I ..<;k of <;ash". Why
.. ran't th ••• proJ.ct. s.lf-flnan<;lng. th.n? Co..a
oft It, Ma .....a.n; noon.y m.)' not b••" ... ythlng, o ... t
It help.. II gooCl d •• I. Again I o.k, Whar. Is the
vl .. tu. In pov... t),? ... 1.0, mor. c •• h co... ld 151"....s
b.tter ",.s.. "'ln•• to ottr ..ct and k ••p .or. _aoIo.ra
..nd pO..Sloly also prof ••slon.. 1 "elvle. In tno••
oreos where the vol ...nt ..ry halp I. ...nel.r­
... p.rlenc.d. tFln.nC., cOlllpany I.w, .tc.'

31 Mo.. a _I>bars _ons 0 wld.r br.adth Of
a"parlanC., opinion. ...Isdom In the ..e"O.r ..hlp
Mor. "ol ...n, •• rs. nO do...bt. H.w h.ads with n."
anth",SI ..s.... If the BS!'A IS to be tr ... ly the
BRITISH Scl.nc. FI<;ClOn Assocl .. tlon It ..ust

r.pr.:~nt~:~ t:.:IIl: ...rc:s 1::fa,,~"I:~:~o~~~1i of .c .. la

10,000 .....g .."'ln•• cos, 0 lot I ...s, p.r "'80z1"., to
p .. oduc. th.n do 1.000. W. could hllV" b.tt.r
products In .. II a".as .. t 0 lower ...nlt cost .
Comp..nl •• <or organl.atlonsl th.. t do not .xp..nd
.tagnat. llnd dl••" ..nt .... II)'. Th...."Ing...o ... ld
r.I s. mo ... ",on.)' (or .dv.rtl.lng c.. ,,<l .. ",ore
prof slonal opp.. o ..ch to lh.t .el"ertlslng, too)
which "", ... ld p ... 11 In .tlll 1II0r ..,b.r •.

I co... ld go on ..nd on, b t wIlat was Int.nd.d
to b....a ..sonobly ..hart I.tt.r h.s .Ir... dy .pra.d
o"er far too big lln orell of p.per. Howev.r. I.t
the dab.. ta contln..... - I'm .... r. _' II .. II l .... n •
lot.

Thor.·•• 101 t.o be said. Inr..ponsa to.1I that,
bIlt for Sf"'coreu.on. I'll tr), to 1""" U.hart.ln tile
flr.t pl.ce._t."..... I_you ..' tIIlnl. Jzll DollhO to
.ppeel to 1IOr. of ••as••lIdl.nc. tnan \.h.. BSFA. AH...
• 1I.u.ey.ppa.lt.opeopl.wtto.l.pl)'''.....ttor_SF._
.ppeal to peopl...ho wont to I••m .00<1\ n •••plor. the
background, c.l.brat. n. A .uCh .are .peclall.ad
.lIdi.,c•. M, r ••pon•• to chos. fIIlUr •• I.: If lIl.y tin
onJYIl·tS,ooo,howc."w.hop.'og.t ..or.?

Ho-on.onth.eo..nUt•• I.oppo.adtoan."pan.lon
Of IIl.BSFA; ..... 11w..nt.or,"..,b.r.,thaad"antall.. ar.
clnr. What gl"" u' pause i. the tlu•• t1on of how w. gil
Ill L.t·. (..c. It, a .ud<l., t .... -fold Incr••se In

• r. would o".rlo.O an)' org'nlsatlOfl, ..nd it l. our
jOb to ••k••ur. th.1 oca.n'l h.ppen. And "hn .r. 'M
.Iepo; .. long the w.)" The ....bar. halt. not .....n .Iow to
co.. up"lth I..... out It>Oy ......... II ...lall.o ...... l''..
USIt ...pan_ 10 gil In. tnlnS rolllng. 'fa5. th"".·U be
c.sn oaneflt. In.r. Ollt Ut. BSfAhu ...".r ItaQ tIIat.llch
.oney to spaclliat. In oroer to g••n thai In.,.
.cc..-IIlatlon _' ....r.tr'I"6 tOdO.1It>OOO..."llI.
consoIlO.t. t .... g.ln. _ nev•••de••no bullQ on u•••
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1'~lns our orsanlutlon and our .p~.I5O Ul.t the
srowtll CO••• Mtur.lly. It .. not 50 dr... tlc • sro..Ul .s
.v..-yon._.to~deel'I\dIlll5.0ullll.'''''''e<ltln

th.rlshldlre<:tlon.
Flnall,.5O•• speclflcpoInt"no.th.coaeltt.. le

not Introv.rt. but t"-... no poInt Iotre"q oe.and If
10" c.n·t be .ur. of aellverll1l!l. And t/lu .. whU _'r.
doltll!5 It tM. '0''''. Our pet projec" could be _If­
flnancll1l!l. and _'r. curr.. tly _kine: on ...,..of g.Hln8
tn. off tM f1round In tllat ...)'. And .. Ith Br.tt Cockr.ll.
..ho Ie. r..l. Ilveeccountanl. _.r.no ICln!.r und....
exparlenced In the er... of flr\.e.nce end COIIpart1 I.... It
I. _Urel)' thank. to Ill. e"P"rtl.. th.t 1M 8SfA ..as 50

."lftl)' r ....Kt.1:I1l.n.d ••• co.pan,..

HI c.ll Che.s_n
ole St Andr,... !load. wtll tehlll, Bordon, Hants GU35
9QN

1 DON'T SEE THAT EXPANSION OF THE BSFA WILL
b.n.llt the mellbershlp In lin)' wily. Twlc, the
,".mbersnlp melln. more llIon.y but It .Iso ent.ll.
twlc. tn. printing co.t •• twlc. a' ",,,ny pack.g'.
to b, coll.t.d .nd .."II.d. (on. hop•• ) twlc. th.
re'pon., In t.r... of f ••db..ck '0 blgg.r IIISgazln••
wi th larg.r printing ov.rh••d. .nd .0 on. And
wh.t .r. th••• oth.r proj.ct. th.t .v.ryon.. want.?
... fiction _g? W.. hav, Foc .... R.glonal ...etlng.?
Th.t to b.... 11 In h.nd con.ld.rlng all the
pro.y for floating about lat.ly. thing......
pr.t t)' good a. th.y ..r., and • tnou••nd _ ..b.r.
with n,w __b.rs repl.clnS tnos. th't f.ll by th,
w.y.ld. Is to be ellpect.d. "pecl.lly con.ld.rlnS
tne prOble... th.. SOP h.v. be.n ••perl.nclng
r.c.ntly.

Lynne 81 sph••
Bu.h'y. W'tford. Hert ..

WHIl.ST I AI'! ALL IH FAVOUR OF EXPAllDIN(; THE
_'b,rshlp of th.. 8SFA <.s I s •• It • .ar. p.opl.
Int.re.t.d In SF through the BSFA or oth.rwl ••
•••n••or. SF boo.ll...old I ••alng to 1II0r. SF o.lng
publl.h.a .nd h.nce IIOr. book. to buy••tc) I .u.t
.ound • c..utlonory not •• n .... ly th.t .n lncr••••
In 1IIt!1l0,r.nlp do.. nOI n.c••••rlly mean .n
Incr In OCII .... Ilellb.r.nlp. In "y ,1Ip.rl.nc••
mO.1 oclatlon... orsani ... tlon. or whatev.r.
COnt.tn ••",.. 11 percent.se of .. do.r .... whll.t tn.
Vllst ".jorlty .r. cont.nt to be "obs..rvers".
Inde.d. 0 "'1I"sl ..e recrultlll.nt drlv. ",i tn
floverll.lng "gllllllllck!l" lI'lOy only attr.ct folk who••
int.r.st In SF I. parlpn.r.l .t b•• t ••nd whost!
..emb.r.nlp 01 the BSFA I. tr.n.l.nt. Th.refore. I
...oulo pr.ler to see a mOre 5raau.. l .1Ip.nslon.
leaalns to on Incre•• ln81y .ntnuSI ... tlC
me"'ber.nlp. Hailing .ald all thl.. I do bell.v.
that the BSF.... could do I>Or' to .dll.rtl •• itself to
tn. 10y.1 Sf flln - I hao be.n r.adlng SF for
fll teen y••r. Defore I s.wa ref.renc. to the BSF....
Un the RadIO Titles) - .I.ple po.t.r./notlc.s
Sllltng O.tall. 01 the BSF .... end how to join
dl.pl.y.d In booll.hOpS ana Ilbr.rl •• would re..ch
tn. Sf- reoder \If not the f.n. of oth.r _dl .. l ­
.nd 1 con't .ee bOok•• II.rs objecting to onythlnS
th.1 t. ultl.at.ly going to .1l1lt .tock.

Ian Nund.11
:J~unnYhlll l.,n•• Oare. Marlborouah. WIltshtre Slife

THE IDEA THAT THE BSFA R~KS COUl.D OR SHOUl.D
De .... Il.d Dy tapping Into Tr.kkl ••• ""de.. l ..n •• Dr
~no-I.t••tt. Is. I tnlnk. a Ii tt I. rlalt.ulou•.
Tn.s. p.opl. already h.v••ocl.tl.s .nd journol.
to 1 ••a tnelr IntereSI•••0 not only would .... be
.etting our.elve. up in oppO.ltlOn to tn•••• but
w. wauLa be breaking out of our own nlt.h•. Th.
BSFA III dlver.e enough II' It I. - It. prollince (up
to now) h •• b.en thllt 01 prInted SF lin the wia•• t
d.llnltlon 01 the term' .nd iandolll •• It ellist.
IIboll. the per.on .. l I 1'1 dl.ord.r••nd pOlitics. I
tnlnk It dO•• this lIery "'e) 1••nd wner. It touche.
on otner Ileal .. (.llm, ty•• tCI It does .0 •• a
rel.vent .sld"...nd not \0 the .lICIUS10n at" all

.1 ••. II I w..nt.d Star Trek- or Prl.oner-reletea
•• t.rlal, I WCluld go to thO•••ource•• ju.t e. I
go to Int ..rzon.. for .1Ip.rl_ntal SF. or
"'.'/Doy·allln.JoB for traa or nard SF. Or Ina.ed to
Tr'vor Jon•• ' Own Ore•• 1'M6IJz1n••

Cert .. lnly. a l.rg.r _ ..b.r.hlp IS a ae.lrllll'l.
tnlng, It hop.fully gl .... aor••n.rgy and n.w
p.r.pectlve. to the socl.ty. but th OC1.ty
c.nnot be .11 thIng. to .ll p.ople. If r.ally
w.nt to tap Into I.rge con.Wllr group•• we could
publl.h IInlttlng patt.rns. or centerfold•.

C.cll Hur••
019 Statton Rd. Ha",by. Yor.ll TOO el.U

IN YOUR EDITORI ....l. IN "74. YOU POlNTED OUT
three bugbe .. r .. of the SSFA: ...u.t be bigger I.no
b.tter)·. • ..u.t d.fln. It. function'. . "'u.t
Oro.den Its appeal'. (to which I Illight .dd 0
fourth: • "'ust .ncour.g. n.w wrIters'). In .n
oth.rwl •• ch.llenglng .rtlcle. tner.. w•• One
•••• rtlon th.t I b.ll ..... d •• troy.d your whol.
.rgum.nt: th.t you kn.w of • whole commltt •• full
of .. It.rnlltlve d.flnltlon. of the function of the
BSF .... "nd th.. t tn.r, were 9~O oth.r. out th.re
.om.wher•. It .ound.d to m' th.t you were .v.dinS
one of your function., to Il.n.l;l"w.. and If you don't
know, to .l.1.n.IL....w.. what It I. th.t the "ellloer.nlp
n••d. and wllnts, what th.y would Ilk. about wn.t
you .re doing••nd In generel, wh.t the 1'1.11 tn.y
.. r ••r. Or wIll b. p .. ying their (10 • yellr for.

It .eems to I'll that Hlk Horton put hIs finger
pr.cl •• lyon the 8SFA·. 'PrODl ... • wh.n he .eid It
I.cll.d a 'corpor.t. Identtty'; In f.ct there I••
coaplell of ·proble_· •• ll of th trace .. bl., I
b.lleve, to the .e_ root c My dlctlon.ry
d.fln•••n "'"oclatlon •• ·.n organls..d body 01
per.on. for. jotnt purpo••. tn•. problem' .t.rte
to orl •• a. SOOn a. you .tart to t ..ke the t.rll
• "'••ocl.t Ion' .nd tn. Id•• of the 'jolnt purpo•• '
-or•••rlou.ly. For ell'lIlple. tn••"'pr •••ed • joint
purpo•• • for which the SSF" t. convened 1. to
'prOMOte and .ncour.g. tn. r.adlng. writing and
pUIl'II.hlng of SF In all It. for ... •. Thl •• In "y
opinion ..nyw.)'. s ••_ to nec••• lt.t••oID.etnlnS III
Ilttl. -or...ctlve than .I~ply SF appreCiatIon.
thus tn. c.ll. for 'defining the BSFA's function'
b.c.u•• tne BSFA I. th.n •••n •••o .... thlng abov.
..nd b.yond the .n.rchlc .na .pont ..neou. effort. of
It. 1II.lIIb.rs; In f.ct. that Is .ollethlng tnot the
offlcl.l. ought to Il'e doIng. co-ordlnatlng.
.ncourog'ng. thot 1'. more outwardedly dIreCted
th.n sllllply c.tering for Ite own .1Ilstlng 1I'I'lI'Iber •.
Whlln you look at th, SSFA thl. w'y. when the
• promotion' of SF I. tak.n •• rlou.ly. th.n the
conc.rn with b.ing blgg.r I. 'lIpl ;c .. ble. Secollling
lerS.r not only Indle .. te. that th. A••ocl.tlon I •
eucc.edlng in It. joint purpo.e. It .1.0 bet.oll•• "
1II0re u •• ful lIIedlult for publlcl.lng SF-rel.t.d
event. and Inltl.tlv••. Tr....or Jones point. out
thllt Int.rzone ha. a v'ry nerrO" .dttorlal poliCy.
.1Icludlng "ucn of SF. but ••net tl'lls t •• very big
but. It h••••ub.erlptlon .1. tl .... I ..rger th.n
the BSFA. Inst.ed of Int.r~on••dvertl.lna it.
w.re. to a broader 'udlenc. through the SSF.... It
I. the other way round. Froll the perspect Ive 01
• pro-ot Ing and .ncour.glnS SF'. the BSFA wo.. lo
• ••Il to b. dotnS .0 thlnS _onS••nd the qu•• tlon
'how can .... g.t ~r b.r.?' I. not an ••pty
pnr•••. th.t th. offlelal. of the BSFA don't •••11
to ••• tl'll••s on. of th,lr Rr..1IIlD.C.ll. function.
Indlc.te... Ith.r thot tn. _ab,rsnlp h•• not ..d.
It cl •• r what it e.p.ct. fro. tM" vl.~a-vl' tn.
jOint purpose 0"- thlll tne _"Oer.nlp has no JOInt
p ..rpo.e of tnl. nalur•. Eitner _yo It .do. up to
a lack of 'corporate Id.ntlty'.

P.rhap. lhO.t ....1II0er. "ar•• thot th.. following
I. wh.t tne BSF'" t. ..nd .hould b.; a lII'dlUIII
througn wnlcn p.opl. who or. Int.r•• ted In SF c.n
.n.r. tn.lr enthU.la... for. and vl.w5 on. tn.
book. they re..d. con fInd out ebout n.w Il'ook ••
Indu.try go.slp. conv.ntlon. and fan ..ctlvltl •••
..nO c.n eng.S. In deb.te on m.tt.r. of ..utu", I
conc.rn. Th.t's wh.t It look. like to Ole - forg'l
prQmotlng "nd encouraging tn. re.dlng, writing IInc
publl.hlng 01 SF: tnat I. for the publl.ning
hOu", to co - .no lor tn. 1IIO..."t th.t It Is gooo
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enough for ..... J IIIUSt '... y. how.v.r. that It was
the .dltorlal verv. WhiCh r.sulted In th.. I ••ue.
On f.mlnl5t and children'. SF th",t made the
dlfferenc .. ; wlthout It. '" y ..",r'. worth of BSF...
publlc"'tlon. would h",ve ended up In '" cupboard.
h",vlng f .. lled to puncture the ..",1",15. th",t brought
me to the BSF ... In se.. rch of SF In the flr.t pl ..ce
If I h .. d decJded not to renew my ..e"'bershlp. I
wouldn't h"ve been .. ble to tell you whether It wa.
bec .. use I h ..d been In .. che"'l.t's looking for '"
drug that w...n· t In .tock .. t the ...o",.nt. or
b.c .. use I had b.en In " chemist'. looking for
footwe",r. The problem i. th.. t the .Ign on the
front of the shop says' boot.' ...nd the proprietor
Seems to be ..sklng Illjl wh"t It me..n".

... 11 ..n Langd.. le
19 Wi III ...... Cia.... Rown.r, Go.sport. Hants

THE CIJRRENT ARGIJI'lENT SEEMS TO BE, SHOIJLD THE
BSF... grow or not. Of course It should grow.
..nythlng not growing Is either .t ..gn..nt or de.. d.
Grol.lth doesn' t nec.ss.. rily ",ean lIIOre ",e",bers.
.. I though I hav.. nothing ..galnst .. larger
",ember.nlp. but ..s ..n org..nls.. tion we have .. way
to go lO re..ch m.. turlty. Thi. Is on o..ateur
org..nlsatlon and I'", .orry to say that I. how it
com.... ocros£ ...m.. teurl ..h.

lsn' t about tI.,. w. turn.d professional. Wh.. t
15 the one thing ev.ry ",...b.r of the BSF'" h ..s In
common? We all w",tch, re..d or listen to Science
Fiction. Th. world is a market pl .. c., I ..n· t It
obout time we Joined In? I usually by II. coupl. of
papert:>"Ckli ......ek. five or sl" poundS. That'.
three hundr.. d pound.. '" ye"'r. I h",ve no wl!lh to
m!!lke W H S",iths richer than they .. lre..dy are. J'd
just as Soon buy lhe.. from you (with a sm!!lll
dl.count offered to m.mb.r. of cours.) . ...ft.r .. 11.
.... the ..... n s .. y••• everybody's shopping by post
these d .. y ••

We don't have to be the blgg•• t SF Club in
the world. but let's be the best .. nd let mon.y
open the ..ay for us. If my ide.. seems sOllle",hat

::~~;~:~:~~ 1 don·t spologlse, give me .. better

Nol slapJl!!tJc. ~r""ps, but 1 would say.
Illpractical. lI.ver Ilind the a<1lllnlstratlon. th. stor.ge
Irwolved. 15 It rlllnt Ihat the IlSFA should Ht up In
COllpel!tlon against 1.he SpeCl.Ust SF booklihops? "'e
should De co-Oper"tln! .. lth the llkes of IIndrOlleda
Booksnop, Fant".t Me<:Iway, not to ".Ollon "ll til. othar
.hoptl,notcollpeting .. ltnth... ln"n"r.....h.r.th.y"re
lIuch more .~ ill.d. llpart fr"'" t""t, I th In_ you ..ould b.
v.. ry .urprlsed at Just u'"lI a discount you would b..
of, ....d,onc.sl,lch tnlng.".poStl!g.h"dl>e.nt"_.... lnto
.ccount, .nd 1.hat Is aft.r we tl,lrned ou.rselves Into a
book club Inord.r to be "bl. to offer a.lJghtly lo...r
price.

...part froll Ihat. I._II torec.. 11 a rec.,t "tt.llpt
toencour,,!ellellbers'partJcll""tlon In a sche.u to ..ek.
rep.-ints 01 old SF cluslcs"vallablerel.tlv.lych.aply.
People ..er.n·t.xecllyqu.u"l1l8 up l0!!i.t involved.

Buy by post, c.rtalnly, but frOID the speclsllsts
whoknow ..h"ttn.y ..... oolna·

J .._ .. P r

18 King 1111 ... St, Old Town, Swlndon, SNI 3LB

l'M NOT IJNSYHP TliETIC TO 5Q.ME. OF TREVOR
Jones' vl.ws. Th. BSF IIIU.t get to grip. with the
fact that many SF fans ..r. fllWl/vld ..o orl.nt.d.
Nothing wrong with th.. t. FilII and print can
complllllent eoch other; It is wrong to S.e th......
rlv .. I~. 1 enjoy both forms. The re.. l probl.m with
Trevor' 5 letter Is the old end dre.. ry ..ccu.atlon
oj political bl .. s on the Association's p"rt ..... a
&ut:>scrlber to bOth interzone f&D..>l. Trevor'. mOre
tradltlon.. l PrtuJIfJ MagaZine. It s .. dden. me that
Trevor Should f.el tnl. need to rubblllh the vj.wli
lor even their right to flxpre.s them) of
feminists. socialists, .cologl.ts, CND-.rli, g ..ys
etc ... 11 these groups lire ... much .. p",rt of
soc,e'y as ..ny other. Some p.opl ...... y find the
views of f.mlnllits. for e""'mple. a chall',"g.. to
the,r smug assu"ptlon•• but surely SF f"ns. of .. 11
people, should not be af..-1I1a of this. Furthermore.

It I. these section. with the Assocl .. tlon that
feel 50 pas.lonately .. bout their b.liefs th.. t they
.. re prepar.d to ."p.nd SOme energy In
communicating tho.e bellefli to others within the
As.o<:l .. tlon, then surely It simply illuminates the
sluggish .. p"lhy of th .. altern"tlve groups _
whoev.r th.y might b. I .u.p.ct th.. t b.hlnd
Trevor'S p..-otestatlons th.re Is .. cert .. ln
nost"lgl .. , a y ... rnlng for ... I"'pl.r sch ..",e of
thing•.

St•••n T.w
144 Broadway. Wek.fleld. WF2 8"'Q

IT'S NOT OFTEN THAT I'M STIRRED INTO WRITING
letters these day., but Tr.vor Jon.s· letter
deserv.s .0"'.. ..-.spons.. For one thing, his
comments .. bout ·F.mlnl.t.. left-Wing .ocl .. llsts.
..cologlst •• CND. g .. y rights c"lIlpalgn.r.' leaves"l1
r"ther stunn.d. I dares.. y M..- Jon.. Isn' t
p.. rtlcUl"rly ..ntl-eny of these things In any re .. l
sense. ..nO I' 01 sure hl. denl .. l of b.lng pro­
Th.. tch.rlte Is genuine. but hi. tone re",inds me of
all those who see "I.ft-wlng" CO..,..nt (which
g.n.rally me..ns enythlng strong.. r th..n mild
dlsapprov.. l of the ..ntlc. of Gh.ng!s Kh..n) "5
polltlc .. lly biased, lind right wing cOlMlent .... the
b"lanced opinion of the ordln.. ry person.
Personally, I don't se nythlng t .. lnted In the
sort of thing Mr Jon.s s "poll t Ic"l bl"s" _
rather, I s.e Il as an ."presslon of opinions that
I hope ....,uld b••har.d to .0.... d.gree by .. 11
Int.lligent p.opl. - If not the voice of reaSOn In
the face of bigotry.

But th .. t I can forgive. What really "nnoys me
.. re the cOllllDents about "pseudo-intellectulli
I I t.r .. ry snobbery" If "nyone con tell .,. where
thl. e"lsts In BSF ... pUbllc"tlon•• please .end lIle
..n enlarged copy of It. beca I'., afr .. id I've
lost my microscope. Some y differ, but I
genUinely ..nd .. lmost aoglJ>l!ltlc .. lly b.ll ..ve that e
book Is not worth r.adlng If It Js b.. dly wrltten­
not nec.ss..rlly well written, but !!howlng .. t lea5t
some degree of genuine basic Iiter..cy ....nd In
writing .. book re.,l.w or feature, .. ttentlon IIWll
be p .. ld to thiS. A b ..dly wrltt.n book i ... wa.te
of the reader's time. ..n Insult to hJ,.

~~~~I~~~~~~;,O~n~h:~. Is the job oi the reviewer to

.... ll. 1.hU·. probably .nough of thot .ub;'et for
thl.tl.... Ontot..ooth• ..-popul....-.ubJ.etliofth.lIIo..enl.
Flrst.P.terT.nnontonthetSuperlllonIVr.vl.... :

Peter Tenn..nt
9 Hen...y Cross Close. Ship<1h...... Thetford. No...folk,
11'25 7LQ

I SEEM TO H"'VE C"'ST MYSELF IN THE ROLE OF
dey! I'. advocate. defending a flllll I dldn't
.specl .. lly Ilk,.,. and by Implication, .. polltlc .. l
..t ..nce with which I tot .. lly olsagree. Noneth .. less.
I feel the r ... pon.e in M74 to "'y crltlcls .. of John

F...te~~~~. ;::~:wr:fth~~p·;~..ntll/k~ me to tuk for

calling the fillll entertain In!,!, though by unsubtle
Innuendo jn.te"d of outright .. tt ..ck, Flr.tly. !
see nothing wrong with .ntertalnm.nt for It. own
s ..ke. and certainly an ente..-talnlng '11m I. "more
th..n just sOll'lethln!'! to keep your eyes b"sy ..hJle
you're .atlng popcorn", as John .0 dismisslvely
.t .. tes. a lot ",are Ind...d. Secondly. just because
I cal I Super..an IV mildly .nt.rt .. lnlng. doesn' t
me..n I reg..rd entert .. lnment vlllue a .. the only
criterion for judging" film as John Implies. I
..ppreclate that ill.,. can have dll ferent level!! of
meaning .. nd. to "nswer John's clos!ng question, I
do not object to reviewers givIng their
Interpretation. &ut I r ....rv. the right to ..rgull
When the .vldence 01 th .. film Its.lf do...n't
justify the Interpretlltlon. as In tl'\l. ClOse, wherll

~~:n ..~::sr;~:e;~:nE::t~:..:t S;;~:lt;~ endorsflment 01

And John Peters responding to co....nt about his
So8pboxart,cl.- Give IheAl1e"•• F.irfjr~1r
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John Pet .
299 SOuth y Orlv•• SOuth....y. Ply.outh. PL66QH

I WAS SURPklSEll AT THE RESPONSE TO WHAT I HAD
thousnt, and Int ..naed. a. a Ilght-l'Iaartea pl.c. of
"p.culatlon. While 1 was talklnl!l about 01,,1" 0 ......

raspon•• to an .. ll.n .ncount.r, 1 ....s al.o
tp.rnap. clu..sllyl trylnl!l to .,ak. tn. point th.. t
th.r. Is .noth.r viewpoint to o. con.ld.r.d - that
of tn. .ll.n cui tu.... Th.... ..r. oound to b.
alsconc.ptlons on both sld.s at any .ncount.r
o.t .....n olfl ....nt cultu"••••nd th.. t n't the
",.in poll'll of the pl.c•. W u.t ....1,,1 that ..ny
.11.n .l'>lp coming Into our 0 plan.t.ry sy.t.1I I.
gains to IaOnltor the radio and tv slln.. ls th.. t
••capa our .. tmo"ph.r•. On tnat ba.I., ..na aftar
tl'>. r.C.pllon of a confu.. lng eilltu... of fiction
• no r.ality to conteno wltn - are thay ra.. lly
lOlng to w.nt to lIe.t us?

I w•• naith.r ."Y.l!Ilng UFOs nor AII.n. (••
ana ..... 1 t.r s ••",.a. to think) - th.y .. r. wh.. t ......
p.rC.IY. tn." to b. au.. to the cOlMl...cl.l
m..nlpul.tlon of • lIlultl-~dl. clvlll ... tlon. In ..
.an". I w•••ugl!l.stlng th.. t look 110... clo•• ly
.. t our •• ly... Who Is tha nlpul .. tor - the
produc.r or tl'>. consu.... r? LoOk .t the hype th.t
p .. r ...... o ....... to bvy the I.t ... t g.dl!l.t, 0" s •• the
I.t•• t, ,.o.. t Ylol.nt fll'" th.t St.llon. ha.....d •.
S ...... ly 11 that I .. tran.po••d on .. n ."tr ..-glob.. 1
1.".1, ..... are In deep trOubl •. I, fo .. on., wovld
l!I.t the h.11 out of It, .0 a. to .. "old
cont ... lnotlon by on ov...wh.lelngly confu.lns
.ocl.ty Ilk. au.....

I ...... not .uggestlng••Ith.r, that wetchlns
too "uCh vlol.nce On tVa" cln._ I. SOlng to k •
.... .... to llc.lly ..hOOt flr.t and worry .. ft d •.
But .v ly, the I..."ge th.t we would do .0 I".
.... Id•• p d th.".. d.y.. , .nd that I. the wo.... ylng
p .. rt. I b.II.Y. th.. t t". p...c.ptlon th.t ... are a
vlol.nt .paCI.s _ ... IC! b••nough to det.r any
contact - .. , t ..... II. con".IO... lng the <lyrlod UFO
"Ightlng.. and l.ndlnS'" th.. t hov. o••n ...po.. t.d
ov.r tna y nO n.v.r unlva.... lly occ.pt.d oy
the gov.rn nt 0 .. s ..ne.... 1 public 01111., """y 1'10 ..
th .... o••n no v ... lfi .. bla cOnt ..Ct b.t ....n us and
thell? If tn.y e"ISt, .r. th.y f .. lght.n.d of u.? I
"."e no enswers - does ..nyon.7

"f......ordsofcolllfort(rOlll.YMcV.ISh

Key McV.. lgh
37 Fir. Nd. "llntho..pe. C......brla, LA77QF

LET' 5 LOOK "T A FEW RECENT SF "LIENS: SAMUEL
R D.lany craated the Ev.lml In St"rs in My Pocket

y.t In behaviour th.y .. r.. ..lmost
Inol .. tlngul ..h"ble fro", the human.; Da"ld Brin h .. s
'l!IOOO .. 11.n.' <Tylllorllll) ..nd ·o.d· (Gub.. v);
Jo••pnln. S ..1I10n' ... ll.n••r II In the ",Ind,
"r.n·t th.y? 1.. ln fI .. nks thro In. ( ..... v ..rletl ••
01 ,,11.n .. lI well, b ... t th.y .. II g.t .qUIII .t.t".
With H,. h ..."n"'; .0 the .. ll.n••1'. doing ok, In
o<:.oit .. "I l t.

And onto tilet oU'oer hoary perenni.. l, SCientolcgy.
ana tM prKe1>C-e of He.. Er.. lit U. lIorldcDn, and tn ..
B$FA ••1l1rll!i.

..... rtyn Teylo..
U N.t.1 Jild, Ceoobrldl'le. C81 3NS

I HVLO NO BklEF FOR SCIENTOLOGY "NO DISLIKE
wl':ot I I<no.... of the "' fI••no tn. _diu... That
•• 10. l'a Ilk. to "Ct 0.""'. odvoc.t. end o ..k
al.lngenuou.. ly why the knl ... e ...r. out for the
"'rl.er .. 01 the Futur. cont•• t. So It t ...n
..a".rtllllnE ploy. bvt I. It any ...,r. cr .... th..n
tOCl3C<:.0 ..no drInk conc.rn pon.orlng atnl.tlc
conto.. t nd do... "'lyon lth ......hlt of ••ns.
llgnt p .. e" .... l just b.c .. u •• AI .. in P .. ost drl"••
..Ouno In • y.llo.... Lotvs: Why .1'101,,110 'n ..... • ...... It .. rs
nOt t.ite aav..nt ..ge of N.w Era' '" off... to
r~al .. trIO"te JoluVl' 01 the.r III gotten gain.. In ..
... eeo:,. alre<:.uor. ever'y q .... rt.r? eertelnly, ttl.
. r...... · .... rlter .. In the eroup. With which I "ot
...."'clat.C! n .. "e ell expre.seo .erlOUll Inl.rest ,n
tnll con\p•• 1 tior, ono 1II0re .sp.tl.lly. In ttl.
prC'Jec t.g ....ork ..no~li, Tn .. I ... , I n."rd. LI ... Tutt Ie

........ I the Wh•• I. Oo.s N.w E .... '. Involv.ment ....k.
thl. workshop so...ho.... I.s••cc.pt ..bl. th..n the one.1'1. I. 1...Olng with I .. tn S.nk•• t A.. von In Augu.t?
I c ..n't IlIagln• ..ny 01 u .. D.lnS "Or. Ilk.ly to 0.
t.k.n In by .. Ol.net Ic. ad....rt "ft.rw.. re.. thon w.
would D. by tne F .. II._son. or Joann.. SoUthCOtt·.
Insuff.rabl. box!

s... 11 point - 1_ cn.da4 wlUl har, ana LIn Tutti.
I. nov no Iqllf" tnyolved WIUl the lIr1t.r. g{ tile rutur.
vor.llshopa ••• they voula ,...... rsqulred her tg ta.Ch to •
partlcvlarfor.IIl,an<lst>e".IlI·thapp,aboutoolf!Sso

Joy Hlbo.rt
II .uUend St, Honl.y. StOk.-on-T..ent. STI 5JG

JOSPEH " JUDITH' 5 LETTER WAS INTERESTlhG. BliT
I f •• I It .. I ....d the point. OK, Writer .. 01 th •
Futur•• tc .. r. all, .{f.ctl".ly. by-product .. of
Scl.ntol0l!ly, How ....ny of the • front .....n' "r.
pr.ctl.lng Hubb....dit. Scl.ntoIOl!ll.t. <..5 oppos.d
to Jnd.p.ndents. """lcl'> .. r ... Olfferent tnlng
.lt0l!l.th.r>? How lIl4ny of th. p.opl. reading eny of
Wrlt.rs of Ih. Fvture h.". b.COIII. SClentolo!lst.?
How Itlany p.opl. r ...dlng of the d.kolo!)',. Tn. f ..ct
i., . th.t whi I .. Scl.ntology 1. fundlnS .. 11 ,h•••
thins", In the hop. of ...h .. blllt.tlng Hubb..ro In
the .y•• o{ f ..ndo.. ("""Ich pr•• UIll .. Dly ....es hiS 10....
nOt (h"t o{ the Sclantology org..ni •• rll .fter I'll.
d •• thl, •• f ..... I ..m ..w .. r •. th.r. I .. no ette"'pt
to .ncouraS" ..nyone Into Scientology ttsell. And
IT f.n. In gen...... l .. r. n.1f tn. p.ople I think
th.y .r., th.y ..r. f .. r IIIoOr. Ilit.ly to oecolle
tnt.r.st.d In r ••ctlon to hy.t.rlc.1 att.ck. on
It. Unl ••• 1t I...nown th.t ••ndlng .. tori •• to
""'iI8r. of til. Future Or r ••alng the d.kOloSY
dr p.opl. Into Scl.ntology••vr.ly the only
r on.bl. r.spon•• to Scl.ntology'. propag..na ..
.ffort .. I. to t.lI. tn• .an.y .na run.

Jo_ph IUcllol ..s
22 O.nblgh St. Pi.llco. London. SVIY 2ER

I "1'1 INTIlIGUEO BY YOUR REPLY TO OUR LETTER IN
1't72• ••p.clally you.. r rl< that ~the prlnClpl ••
of Ir.e .p••Ch. If th.y n anythIng .. t .. 11. n.lI.
to .lIt.na to thos" who•• vi dl."grll..... Ith ..
On thl. D... I •• th.r.for", I u t""t you "'Ovio
h.". no objection to putlll.nlng racist. .ntl­
••mltlc or ho""phOblc vi ..... In MatriX. And If thiS
I. not """.t yov .....n. th.n ....1'1.1'. dO yo... p .. opo•• 10
dr ...... the lin .. ? And If you·r. going to .t.rt
dr"wing line•• th.n ....1'1.1'. ao you propo.e to Or ......
the lin.? And If you·r. going to st .. rt dra .... lng
lin•• , tn"n ....ny and ho.... ?

P.rh.ps yov ..hovld r."d Our l.tter agoln ­
thl. tlllla 1nD ... c ..r.fully. Yov .... 11/ ...e that It
c.ll. nOt for ovtrll!lht <:..n.orshlp. but for tne
.ltercl •• of k ...n and crltlc.1 JUdge", ..nt. B.c"u••
.. Itho gh you "gr••d th.t Nther.'", nothing
Inh ntly ..... ong Itt> ..dv.rtl.lng p.r ..... you
obvlou.ly dldn' t 11 )'ovr.elf, •• we dld. "tne
n.ture of th .. prodvct .nd the pur po•• benino It ..
pro.atlon". Why not?

You ....... to be theona ••k1rll!i .... 10 or .... In. line.
SO do J'OU ar.v tha lin. oet-.. Ncensorslllp".no
Nk _ crltl<:..1 )\IlI8a.... t N7 A. lar II... Era._ n.w.

:r:~~... tly r.fused U'-pt. to spClnSOl" co.pelltl..... In

I ALSO HEARD FROM: 0lJ'1s lell.,....!to UlOll6hl .y fl .... t r.ply
toJOlIepn_Judlthv... ·dl.1rIl!i.nuou•. Th.,.lnno ...)'opposea
fr.. speedl.The)'siJIplyobjectedtoUl.fKtI".~O'

d1arIUW\S.N J01 Hibbert ea.. ln "Ith the .lItanlshl"! ...... 15 {nU
thaI'. 1......11 k"""'" antlP'lthy lIel..... /t(1.vtx ana Glasl_
f...ae--ther.I.?T_r F"llu_ aan·ledtoloc;tnelulfour
l....u.sollil.ll .. tcnc•• loyGr.y ..y.th.l"Th.n••alo.llpana
I. not pr....... If w. IU tOO bill. It ..ould oe n.ellS.... ry 10
uploy .. {ulhlDe offic.... 1 1I1l.1IIn. tlt8t SCllHwher. bel....n
1500 ana 2000 ...oers ..ould r.qulr. paJa Ilelp ... t I..... on •
plIrI-tl'" O8.. ls.". Bil! Llflouy uys ·Polltlcal bIas aoasn'l
pr nt a proble You should know your OpIflIOflS, So you aon'l
"'l!r lth the lter. do•• tMI pr.sent a .. ,,)Or probl.", ~"

an~ Janll Oall... an sent ... an IIlSplrulanaJ pollteara "",e" IS M'~·

plnn.d by Illy desll. Th.nl you OM ano .11 tor-. p"c••o J.tler
colu..n.wfl!Chanonlloth.rthlnIlS.I'l.s.tratll.dlly ... rlst.llngert
and Sl>Ouloer "'ltl'l tn"""ort 01 typing II,HO" Isut' ..... 10' 6rl'
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SOAPBOX

OPEN LETTER
THE BSFA

By

I bel lev. the .dlto.. I .. 1 In M74 1.0 copout. I
b.ll.v. thot the BSFA c.n .nd should .xpond
1ll••• lv.ly, and thot It should not hove 011 this
tlm.-wastlns In~rosp.ctlve o ..sum.nt .bout whet Its
".Im" Is, b.cous. I b.ll.v. It should not have an
.1 .. - It should h.v. "011llS" t .. u•• but what It
.... lly n••d. I••0_ sctlon.

T.II•• couple of _logan. at r.ndo..: JI ca.. t
1. <II horse d.slgn.d by .. co""",ltt •• and 81". liS the
1001••nd ~ wlJJ do the job. Dlff.r.nt a.pact. of
the saine 0"8u...nt: a sroup of _11-_.n1ns p.opl ••
.aeh ( •• you adllli t> wI th th.lr p.t Id.os. choU Ins
In a "OOm wIth nothing but th.lr enthusI.s.. ond.0_ volunt.... h.lp to bolster th... up. e.n
p..oduc. only Il1O... woffl.; by tryins to d.eld.
b.t_.n • numb of qutte po•• lbly .quolly valid
al nd d.sl they .ll.nat. much of the
....b shlp. f .. ltt oway wh.t th.y hov•• and
actually p .. oduc. 'loth InS but wo.. d. - ond h••v.n
knows, we'v. .e.n more thon enough of those
...e.ntly f ..olll cOllllllltt •• m.mb.....

Ses.. esot••och tosk, .ach n ••d, .1Ich. p.t
.eh.m. In tu .. n. s.t on. pe .. son In eh...se of It,
.nsu... that 011 eosts lI"e cov....d and that 011
n••d.d help Is con.tontly .vollobl •• ond .v.ry
po•• lbl .. olm of the BSFA c.n b••chl.ved - 0 .. ot
wor.t p..ov.n to b. unn.c.ss... y. unworllobl. or not
wont.d by enoush lIltI ..b... s to IIIOk. 1 t wo.. thwhlle.

Do we n••d n.w IIltImb.rs; do _ na.d expan.lon?
Th. v.ry ".a.On we 0 ... hovlng all thl. h.o .. t­
.....chlng I. th.t tt obvious f.r too _ny paopl.
hove neve" h ....d of the BSFA, far too IIIOny don't
IInow whot It do.s. fo .. too _ny .loin but nev.r
r.n.w b.cou.. th.y 0... dl.lllusIon.d or
dl ••ppolnt.d ot whot they find. fa .. too ICe'll'
peopl. stoy with It only to try and Imp..ove It ­
which _ans by d.flnltlon b ..ood.nlng and d••p.nln8
and II\OkinS It Il1O....ff.ctlv. ond 1Ml... att .. octlv•.
to S.t ov... the s.lf-def.otlns hump cou••d by
slIlsllness, you HAVE to g .. ow, you HAVE to ott ..act •
vost amount of 11. •• '1 new blood to 11\8'1 the
bo lcodes .nd brlnS the BSFA klellln8 ond
se emlng Into the .nd of the 20th century•• t e
time when SF and f.ntasy In book••nd all the
oth ... lIIedl. ore ••• lnS a r.nal ••anc. so omezlng.
so unfo.. es••n. so .neou".slng th.t If only th.,.
n.w f.n knew that fondo...nd the BSFA .xlsted th.y
would be bott ... lng down our doo... to .loin.

All those complaints about the .Illy I .....g .....
a ... given on TV ..... conf••sl0n of d.fe.t - It's
up to US to _k. the I_g•• to •• 11 It ond to
b.. lng In the conv t •. The only qu.stlon I.: what
should we b. off lnS th...? And th.t brings _ to
• point I lIl.lId. ot 0 con, wh.n the .rgu..ent w.x.d
hot and f ...n;:l.d .bout ~fando..~. Th. whole point
obout fondom I. thot It Is not. c.nnot b., ond
.hould try to b•• unity. In dlv lty Is Ilf. -
In 1,1'11 ty. ,t •• l ••nd d.ath. Th a... fannl.h

fans, lIIll8azln. fan., c:on fan•• c:o.tUIDe fans. DaD
and Tow.lli. flnd Tr.kkl••nd c:olllput.r 8.III.s and
h.av.n Ir.nows how _ny oth... Ir.lnds of f.n.
Includln8 rOOlllpo .. ty fon. ond bh.... lsh fons ond .
th.y a ..e .11 fansl

Th. "olm" of the BSFA, If ind••d It c.n b.
sold to hove on., Is to off ... the p... f.ct forum
fo .. 011 kind. of fandom to .xehang. Id.as, to .,.et
and hove fun tog.th.... to put fo..wa..d o ..gulll.nt.
about SF/f.nt ••y. to h.lp ••eh oth... _11.. the llO.t
of what we .h.... - .n.loy_nt of what we e.n
jointly e .... t.. I don't want to don • .lIly
eo.t....... w.st. hou..s pl.yln8 .1 Ill' g._. wi th
.y•• lf on e _chin.. 0 .. engage In Intern.e In.
eonfllet In the nalle of thl. or th.t Ir.lnd of
f.ndolll - but I b.ll.v• • v ... y f.n has as lIluc:h .. Ight
to .xp.c:t the BSFA to p .. ovlde the best po•• lbl.
opportunIty fo .. the en.loy_nt of sueh p.stt_s as
I h..v. tn .xpectlng to find h.lpful boOIr. ... vlews.
well o ..g.nt ••d c:on. and ht8h-ela.s _gazln.s
e .... t.d out of the _mbers' .ub.e .. lptlons.

Wh.t I do not exp.ct I. to b. told thot (•••
you.. editorial co nt to Illy .orl1.r loe) It'. "A
nlee plp.-d but no lIIOr. thon thet." If I,
end oth... '"mb , .... ke.n .nough to .loin the
BSFA. I ( we keen .nough to devote t jllle and
ene ..gy and wo.. k and enthuslosm to t .. ylng to moke
the BSFA a powe .. to be .. ec:koned wi th In the SF
....na, If ... b.ll.ve thot ... can h.lp bring the
pl.asures and b.n.flts of (andom to t.n tl_....
IlIOny - for ••t.rt! - p.opl. os the • I Il1O' t
p.thetle thou••nd-odd _lIlb.r.... have at p .....nt,
and If we b.ll.v. that .... c:on .top the rot. Ir._p
_abe .. s. eut the brotn d ..oln. th.n I f •• l 1 till
b.eo_s the Edlto.. of ,"(rtJe, 0 .. the Co_Itt•• , to
sit and ••y .taply ~ It c:an' t b. don•• and yOn't
ev.n try becau•• we a ... h.ppl ... In 01,1" llttl 00111

with our Iitti. d ....IIlS. 01,1" Iitti. ca.h. au" f.w
willing volunt .... help.r •• our unfortunate fuckups
In orgonl.atlon that (and y••• l.t's not fo ..g.t
It. for It did hopp.n) allowed the BSFA to
dl ••pp••r frolll the r.ol world .ntlr.ly. and our
def •• tl.m."

Pleo•• understllnd th.t this Is not Int.nd.d
to be on attaek on any p....on 0" p.ople - It'. on
attock on on attitude. one th.t will I ...v. the
BSFA ..efl.etlng stili the laager m.ntallty of the
last two d.e.d•• when cown.relal SF and f.nt.,y
ware In the doldrullls. Th.... •• a big wid. wo.. ld out
th.re woltlng to ... Ico_ e r.vlv.d ond eru••dlng
BSFA - but In o ..d.r to eo..p.te and r.c .. ul t and
Improv. our•• lv...... must have the ca.h and the
facilltl •••nd the .. 1_ (plural) avallobl ••
~~::~::~Od and 151 v.n the .uppo.. t th.y n••d and

And pl.o.e. don't .tt.clr. .. fo .. not COllllnS up
wIth oct .... I .Ch._. and Id••• In thIs .o.pbox ­
thot·. not It. function. Ev.ryon. h•••ch.__ and
Id.o. - wh.t's n.ed.d I. the will to act on th ..
.nd the org.nl •• tlon to ..... k. th.t posslbl •. Ag .
on th.t. and then ••11. us .11 fo .. 01,1 .. Id.a••nd
plans - you will b. surprl ••d!

.APR.IL./J'WU'I.'Y ~ 988

U~'OR1A: Jur,e 18, ConwllY Holl,
R.d Llor, Sq. London. Fllnd"....on
m.m!).... £6. non-.,.!)e... £~.

Cont ..ct· I\. ... tle kuncl ..an, fJ7
Ar .. an W.y. ":'0" by. No.. thonts.
Nl_17 OZ'-P. Chequ•• pay.!)l .. to
FanCierson no. 2 Account.

~:~::~~7:n '0'1. day'
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USS DRAKE - Tn. PLYMOUTH
Club inVlt •••'11' locel BSFA
lII.mb".. s to eo.... 10nS to tn.l ..
lII.etlngs, one•• fortnlsnt on
S.. tu..d.y. at the Ston.hous.
Vaults. PIYlllOutn. Cont.et:
John P.t.... on 0752 78~d~"

.befo.... lOp.' 0" w.. lt. OZ99
Soutn_y to.. Iv.. Soutnw.y.
'-lylMlutn. PL66(/N

SPAC!!: CITY 1988 - 1986 Bloke's
7 convention: 1-2 Octob.... The
Anug...h.. WIck L.n .. , Engl.­
field G....n. ESn.... (n.xt to
Windsor Gt Pa .. k, M"..b ....nlp;
£28 full w••kend. £l!l for On.
d.y. pl •• s••peclly. All p ..o­
llts to Cnarlty Contact:
Linda Blngh... , 18 B.nnl.t.r
Rd, 8urgnf,.10 C01UOOn.
R"'.Olng. ];,(,7 JL"
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